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ROUND WINS 

Dunlop Geomax® riders won 14 out of 16 MX1 and SX1 rounds in 2015 

Dunlop riders dominated the 2015 MX Nationals Motocross championships winning 9 overall rounds 
along with the MX1 championship with Kirk Gibbs 

Dunlop riders also won 5 Australian Supercross Championship rounds, 

and Dunlop rider Dan Reardon won the SX1 championship 

To end a fantastic year, Dunlop riders won both nights of the AUS-X open, 

with Chad Reed and Cooper Webb winning nights 1&2 respectively 

Congratulations to all our Dunlop riders on a dominating 2015 result 
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Dunlop tyres are distributed throughout Australia by: 

VIC, NSW, ACT, WA - Monza Imports (03) 8327 8888 

QLD, SA, NT - Ficeda Accessories (07) 3906 7034 and (08) 8359 0176 

TAS - Fulton Enterprises (03) 6326 9199 
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The light weight, razor sharp 2016 Husqvarna FC 250 combines carbon fibre rear subframe, revised 4CS fork, new 
shock, new rear link, shorter exhaust and of course Magura hydraulic clutch. Add in all these premium-quality 
components and you’ll see why ADB Magazine’s 250cc MX Shootout win went to the Husky. Throw a leg over the 
winner or any of our revolutionary Husqvarna Motorcycles at your local dealership and go for the win. 
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2 STROKE MY201 6 TC85 TCI 25 TC250 

4 STROKE MY201 6 FC250 FC350 FC450 


2016 FC 250 

New Engine with 46hp 
Magura Hydraulic Clutch 
Brembo Brakes 
Carbon Fibre Subframe 
Electric Start 
Launch Control 
Super Light 101.1kg (dry) 

Explore more winners at 

www.husqvarna-motorcycles.com 
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2016 HARDWEAR 


FLOW 


| BLAKE BAGGETT 


BLACK RED 


vented: hi-viz/teal vented: hi-viz/red 


FRESH FOR EVERY MOTO 


The New Hardwear FLOW kit. 
Interchangeable jerseys that match a 
single Flow pant. The 2016 Hardwear 


Reinvented, let it Flow. 


black/white 
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Serco Workshop 90 Deshon Street Woolloongabba QLD 




• Performance Engine Modifications 


• Complete Engine Rebuilds (2 Stroke and 4 Stroke) 

• 2 Stroke and 4 Stroke Porting from mild to WILD 


• Crankshaft Rebuilds 


• Reboring, also to suit Big Bore Kits 



Resleeving 2 Stroke and 4 Stroke 


Custom Made 2 Stroke and 4 Stroke Sleeves 


Surfacing 2 Stroke and 4 Stroke Heads and Barrels 


Bead blasting of Parts 


Cylinder Head Repairs 


Valve Train Maintenance 


Honing 
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ON THE COVER 

Lee Hogan drifts Gavin 
Faith’s Factory Honda 
CRF450R in an exclusive 
test for ADB. 

Photo // Max Peters 


EDITORIAL 

Editor: Mitch Lees 
Sub Editor: Wolter Kuiper 

Staff Writer: Dylan Ruddy 
Digital Editor: Oily Malone 
Designer: Brendon Wise 

MX Editor: Lee Hogan 


By the time you read this, the ADB head 
office will have moved north, back to 
Sydney where the mag was born. ADB 
and sister publications AMC/V and 
Motorcycle Trader changed hands last 
year, and the proud new owners are 
based in Surry Hills. 

There were several reasons for ADB’s 
relocation. Most importantly our new 
owners wanted us within yelling 
distance of the finance team next time 
we head off on a junket, while 
manufacturers and the dirtbike industry 
were growing tired of the drive down the 
Hume Freeway every time we wanted to 
throw a leg over one of their bikes. I 
must make it clear it is only ADB that is 
moving back to Sydney. 

My time in Melbourne has been 
unforgettable. While the closure of 
riding areas during winter, from June to 
November, was a frustration like no 
other and the freezing conditions for six 
months of the year made getting out of 
bed a nightmare, the rest of what 
Melbourne has to offer is outstanding. 

With Melbourne so close to the 
Victorian High Country I’ve had the 
opportunity to explore one of the most 
inspiring and remarkable areas in 
Australia. It should be on the bucket list 
for any adventure seeker. I’ve visited the 
most southern point of Australia’s 
mainland, Wilsons Promontory, on an 
Aprilia Caponord Rally, circumnavigated 
Victoria with my brothers on a trio of 


and in hospital for nearly a month. The 
injuries included a busted aorta which 
required a stent, a ruptured spleen which had 
to be removed, two broken shoulders, a 
shattered right hand, a full complement of 
busted ribs and a busted pelvis. 

While it was quite a traumatic experience 
for the entire family as we waited for him to 
come out of the coma, doctors were able to 
confirm that his Shark Vision-R2 helmet and 
Alpinestars jacket saved his life. I hate to think 
what could have been the result if he hadn’t 
opted for a quality lid and jacket. It served as a 
great reminder to always buy quality protective 
gear, because it could save your life. My 
brother is now living proof of that. 


BMWs, blasted along the Murray River, 
traversed the Grampians National Park and 
raced along the Great Ocean Road. Because 
the state of Victoria is so small, everything is 
within a few hour’s drive. 

ADB will still have a presence in Victoria. 
MX Editor Lee Hogan will continue conducting 
his tests there while Staff Writer Dylan Ruddy 
and Sub Editor Wolter Kuiper will remain 
trapped in the trackless wastes of Oakleigh. 

Personally it means I will be able to spend 
more time with my family after a traumatic 
month. In late January one of my brothers, 
Sam, was hit by a car while riding his Suzuki 
GSX-R750 home from work. The accident left 
him in an induced coma for just over a week 
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NEW IMPORT LAW 
DIVIDES OPINION 

Not everyone is happy about private motorcycle imports being freed up 


Australian consumers will soon be 
able to import new or almost-new 
bikes, but not everyone is happy 
about it. An amendment to the 
Motor Vehicle Standards Act 
1989 will allow consumers to 
personally import a new, or 
near-new, motorcycle or car from 
another country with comparable 
standards, up to once every two 
years, under certain conditions. 

The conditions include the 
vehicle being a motorcycle or 
right-hand-drive car which is no 
more than 12 months old and has 
no more than 500km on the 
clock. As it stands, Japan and the 
UK have comparable standards to 
Australia, although other 
countries, such as South Africa, 
could be included. 

The amendment is set to come 
into effect in 2018. The current 
requirements for personally 
importing vehicles are that the 


vehicle must have been owned 
and used by the person for a 
period of 12 months or longer in 
the country from where it is 
being imported. 

The person must also have 
lived in that country before 
permanently relocating the bike 
to Australia. The new 
requirements will only relate to 
road-going vehicles. 

At the moment, importing an 
off-road motorcycle such as a 
motocross bike is a lot easier but 
to import one in this category, the 
person must provide photographic 
evidence and manufacturer 
specifications confirming that 
lights, indicators, registration 
plate holders and road-legal tyres 
are not fitted. The bike also must 
carry a self-adhesive label stating 
that the bike is not ADR-certified. 

The current laws also are fairly 
relaxed when it comes to bikes 


made before 1989, such as old 
Maicos and the original Yamaha 
Tenere, which could hit the road 
on Club Permits. 

While the new law has been 
welcomed by consumers hoping 
to get a better price on 
motorcycles by importing units 
themselves, it has been slammed 
by dealers, who are concerned 
about the potential ramifications 
for the local industry. 

“It isn’t as clear cut as what 
the public think,” says Bryan 
Hand from Hand’s On Kawasaki 
in Victoria. “From a dealer 
perspective, pre-delivery and 
handing over motorcycles to new 
customers is paramount, not only 
for the customer’s safety, but also 
their education on the product.” 

Indeed, there is an element of 
buyer beware that has been 
overlooked by supporters of the 
new law. Safety and warranty 


issues are just two of the potential 
risks when importing yourself. 

A statement from the Minister 
for Major Projects, Territories and 
Local Government, Paul Fletcher, 
says: “These arrangements will 
offer consumers greater choice. If 
a manufacturer chooses not to 
sell a particular model in 
Australia, a consumer may now 
have the option to source this 
model overseas.” 

Mr Fletcher expects that the 
local industry will continue to 
thrive despite the new laws. 

In an interview with ABC Radio, 
Fletcher said: “We expect the 
vast majority of Australians will 
continue to buy from the 
existing manufacturers and 
dealer networks.” 

ADB contacted a number of 
local importers/manufacturers, 
but all were unavailable or unable 
to comment before press time. 


16 | APRIL 2016 www.adbmag.com.au 


log on to www.adbmag.com.au for all the latest news and updates 


ROLL OVER APPROVED 

Quad bike roll over systems are set to 
become mandatory in Vic, after new 
regulations were approved by WorkSafe 
Victoria. Farmers will be required to fit a 
roll over system or face fines costing 
tens of thousands of dollars if an 
employee is killed or injured while 
operating a quad. 

As we went to print, the details of 
the new law were still to be finalised. 

The controversial $700 roll over 
system suggests that quad bikes are 
unsafe and not fit for use. Farmer will 
be interested to see how the roll over 
will fit with a spray unit and if it's more 
of a hindrance than a help. 

There are other methods of 
improving quad bike safety, like training 
and education. 

Stay tuned for an investigation. 

Pic courtesy of Quadbar Industries 



REC REG 
FOR NSW? 


The battle to allow recreational 
registration in NSW is still on 
despite a number of road 
blocks which have threatened 
to derail the move. 

The National Motorcycle 
Alliance's Dave Cooke tells 
ADB that he is working with 
Transport for NSW to get a rec 
rego model operating. 

“We are aiming to include 
trailbikes and enduro bikes as 
well as modified motocross 
bikes, as per the Victorian 
system,” said Cooke. 

The Motorcycle Alliance 
wants to achieve a similar rec 
rego model to that of Victoria 
but, so far, has been unable to 
unite all the parties involved. 


“Transport for NSW, SIRA 
and the Centre for Road Safety 
are all largely supportive, but 
discussions are underway to 
determine the exact details of 
what the scheme would look 
like,” Cooke said. 

He said that while the 
campaign had suffered a 
number of setbacks, he was 
still hoping for the 
implementation of a version of 
recreational registration before 
the end of this year. 

“If everything goes smoothly 
from here on in, we could be 
up and running in the back 
half of 2016.” 

Stay tuned to ADB for 
further developments. 



> SHIFT 


Editor Mitch Lees 
rides with rec rego in 
Victoria, where he was 
wild and free 



SALES STEADY 


The motorcycle market remained 
steady last year, with sales 
finishing on par with 2014. The 
end result was 108,711, only a 
smidge up on 2014’s 108,608. 

Off-road motorcycles remained 
steady with only an 0.8% sales 
increase, but are second in 
volume to road bikes with a 35% 
share of the market. 

Yamaha was once again the 
leading manufacturer in the 
off-road segment with 31.7 per 
cent (12,048) of the total 
off-road bikes sold. Honda was 
on 27.2% (10,318) and KTM on 
15.2% (5787), according to the 
Federal Chamber of Automotive 
Industries (FCAI) figures. 

Yamaha’s Sean Goldhawk was 
pleased with the result. “Being 
number one means that we have 
achieved our goal of customer 
satisfaction in the off-road 
market,” he said. “But we won’t 


sit back and admire that 
achievement - we will keep 
striving for improvements and 
additions to the range.” 

Goldhawk credited Yamaha’s 
‘step-up’ policy with being one of 
the driving forces behind the 
brand’s success. “If our younger 
customers enjoy their experience, 
they are more likely to progress 
through the range, for example 
onto the bigger TT-Rs, then a YZ 
or WR and finally to a Tenere 
adventure bike.” 

The best-selling dirtbike was 
Yamaha’s TTR50 with 2375 
units. The TTR50 experienced a 
18.9% increase in sales, taking 
over top spot from the CRF50F, 
which suffered a -5.7% drop. 

The WR450F was the 
top-selling enduro bike while the 
YZ250F was the top-selling 
motocrosser. Honda’s CRF230F 
was the top-selling trailbike. 



* m 


GAS GAS IS 
BACK! 

As we went to print, images of 
the 2016 Gas Gas EC300 were 
revealed online. The new model 
is due to go into production 
in April at the revamped GG 
factory in Girona, Spain. 
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AMA INJURY 
UPDATE 


The injury toll in AMA Supercross 
has eased with the return of a 
number of riders at round six in 
San Diego. Among the returnees 
was Honda’s Trey Canard who 
had missed two races, Geico 
Honda’s Justin Bogle who had 
missed four, Yoshimura Suzuki’s 
Blake Baggett who had missed 
four rounds, came back for one 
and then missed another with a 
different injury. 

BTO Sports KTM’s Andrew 
Short also came back at round six 
after missing the start of the 
series with a shoulder injury. 

Let’s take a look at the riders 
out right now and when they 
should be back: 

YOSHIMURA SUZUKI’S JAMES 
STEWART: Knocked out at the 
opener and a race-to-race 
proposition since then with 
concussion symptoms. It’s 
anyone’s guess when he’ll be 
back, but he was completely off 
the bike for three weeks. 

RED BULL KTM’S DEAN 
WILSON: Suffered another ACL 


tear in his knee and will be out 
most of the season. 

RCH SUZUKI’S BROC TICKLE: 

Broke his wrist and is expected to 
be out for most of the series. The 
team signed Jake Weimer to fill in 
for him. 

JGR YAMAHA’S JUSTIN BARCIA: 

Came into the series with a 
thumb injury, aggravated it in 
round one and went under the 
knife after round two. Out for the 
rest of the supercross season. 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN AT V & MC’s 
KYLE CHISHOLM: Crashed hard 
at round two and suffered a 
shoulder injury. He’s hoping to be 
back late in the series. 

TLD KTM’S JESSY NELSON: The 
SX2 rider crashed hard after 
round one and will miss the 
season with a back injury. 

MAD RACING/DIRT CANDY 
SUZUKI'S LUKE CLOUT: The 
Aussie rider crashed at round four 
in Oakland, breaking his femur. 
Clout underwent surgery and will 
miss the rest of the series. 

Steve Matthes 
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STARS FOR FMX GP 



An all-star international line-up 
has been announced for the 
first Australian FMX GP, to be 
held in conjunction with the 
Australian Formula One Grand 
Prix on 17-20 March. The 
crowds at Albert Park in 
Melbourne will be wowed 
across the four days with 
freestyle action in three 
disciplines, Freestyle, Speed 
and Style and Best Whip. 

Riders are not limited to one 


event and may compete across 
all three. International stars 
Levi Sherwood (NZ) and Mike 
Mason (US) will be joined by 
some of Australia’s best 
including Cam Sinclair, Rob 
Adelberg and Jackson Strong. 

Libor Podmol (Czech 
Republic), Kyle Demelo 
(Canada) and James Carter 
(USA) complete the 
international line-up. Jarryd 
McNeil, Ryan Brown and 


Cheyne Boyd, also join in on 
the action in Best Whip. 

The event has been 
organised by AME 
Management, the company 
behind the highly successful 
AUS-XOpen. The AFMXGP is 
free to all punters who 
purchase a Formula One Grand 
Prix ticket. There will be 
sessions across all four days. 

Head to grandprix.com.au for 
more information. 


CAIRDLI SIGNS 
DN FDR THREE 


Tony Cairoli has re-signed with the 
Red Bull KTM Factory Racing team for 
another three years, meaning he will 
remain with the orange brigade until 
at least 2018. The eight-time 
motocross world champion will look to 
reclaim his MXGP crown this year 
after relinquishing it to Yamaha’s 
Romain Febvre last year. 

The Italian’s injury plagued season 
allowed Febvre to dethrone Cairoli 
after five straight world titles. 

Cairoli will ride a 2016 450SX-F in 
the premier class alongside Glenn 
Coldenhoff. 

“I am super happy that I am going 
to continue my career with KTM,” 
said Cairoli. “I want to fight for the 
motocross world championship in the 
next three years and while I’m doing 



it, I’m happy to be part of such a great 
team.” 

He recently suffered two broken ribs 
in practice, keeping him from racing 
the opening two rounds of the Italian 
championship. MXGP's second stop is 
Thailand on 5 March. 



INDUSTRY 

CORNER. 


• Royal Enfield has a new adventure bike 
with a 41 Occ air-cooled Himalayan 
designed to go off-road, with a 15-litre 
tank providing a claimed range of 
450km. The bike will reach Oz this year 
after demand has been met in the 
domestic Indian market first. 

• Anzac Day long weekend is the date for 
the VSM Adventure Weekend at Vince 
Strang Motorcycles in Inverell, NSW. 
There'll be an ADV trade show on the 
Satruday, as well as a 100km loop, 
while Sunday’s Dualsport Australia loop 
to Barraba and back offers either 
408km, or a 312km. 

• Daniel Milner has re-signed with the 
N-Fab/AmPro/Yamaha outfit after a 
tough year in the U.S in 2015. 

• Lucas Oil has announced the worldwide 
launch of LucasOilRacing.TV, the first 
streaming TV network dedicated solely 
to the world of motorsports - 24 hours 
a day, 7 days a week. 

• The BMW GS Safari will be held in South 
East Queensland from 6-11 November. 
Entries open on 9 August. The tougher 
Safari Enduro will start on 24 July and 
will take punters from the Eyre 
Peninsula to Broken Hill. 

• The popular Manar Park riding oasis is 
celebrating it’s 25th anniversary with a 
birthday bash over Queensland’s 
Labour Day Weekend from 30 April to 2 
May. There will be challenges for bikes, 
quads and 4WDs, plus live music, a 
licensed bar and fun activities for the 
kids. Bookings are essential. 

• Kawasaki is holding a KX Experience 
Ride Day at Queensland Moto Park on 
1 5 March. You will be able to test the 
2016 KX250F and KX450F on two 
premium “Team Green” tracks at QMP. 
Bookings are essential and are only 
open to Team Green members. 
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SIMMONDS WINS 
DEEP WELL 


Tye Simmonds has opened 
his 2016 account with a win 
at the Deep Well Motocross in 
Alice Springs. Simmonds took 
all three race wins to defend 
his 2015 title. 

The KTM rider piloted his 
500EXC to victory in 38 
degrees, beating local 
favourites Damon Stokie and 
Jack Dooley-McDonnell. 

“The big 500 she was on 
fire all day today,” said 
Simmonds. 

“I felt pretty good, my 
fitness is coming along; we 
did three, 30-minute motos 
for the day. 

“The Honda boys kept me 
really honest in the first one, 
but in the second one I got a 
little bit of breathing room, 
then in the third one I had a 
fairly decent lead and got 
through with the win fairly 
easy.” 


Held at Deep Well Station, 
about 60km south of Alice 
Springs, the event is a 
favorite with motocrossers 
and desert racers alike. 

The name is somewhat of a 
misnomer. While the event 
uses a motocross format, the 
deep red sand and the 
searing temperatures, 
coupled with a longer track 
that weaves through the 
desert, makes it more akin to 
an enduro or desert race. 

The Deep Well course is 
within a stone’s throw of the 
famous Finke Desert Race 
course and Deep Well is often 
used as preparation for the 
Queen’s Birthday Finke 
classic from Alice. 

Simmonds took the 
opportunity to do some 
testing on the Finke course as 
part of his efforts to improve 
on his second last year. 



YOUNG 
TAMES 
HELLS 
GATE 

Recent signing Wade Young has given 
Sherco an extreme enduro victory, 
triumphing in the Hells Gate Extreme 
Enduro in Italy. The South African put 
on a dominant display in the prologue 
and main on his 300 SE-R to finish 
ahead of Husqvarna’s Graham Jarvis 
and Mario Roman. 

“After a total of nine hours of 
racing to be crowned the winner at 
Hells Gate was an indescribable 
feeling. [It was] also my first big 
extreme race win in Europe,” 

Young said. 

A revised format and slightly 
shorter course to what we’ve seen in 
the past did little to change the 
quality of racing and level of 
difficulty. After winning the morning’s 
prologue, Young was perfectly 
positioned to take out the main event. 

The Sherco rider got off to a good 
start, establishing a healthy lead over 
Jarvis. From there Young maintained 
his lead and crossed the line first. 
Young has been one of the most 
keenly anticipated international 
riders after becoming the youngest 
rider to win the Roof of Africa, at 1 6. 

Young finished over 11 minutes 
ahead of former Roof of Africa 
winners Jarvis and Chris Birch. He 
was the first South African to win the 
event since 2007. 


'sports 1 : 
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FERRIS FLYING 


CDR Yamaha recruit Dean Ferris has made a 
blistering start to the year, taking out the 
New Zealand Motocross GP at Woodville and 
then the opening round of the NZ 
Championship at Pleasant Point, Timaru. 
Riding under Josh Coppin’s JCR Yamaha 
banner, Ferris took a hat trick in Timaru, 
despite having never laid eyes on the track. 
Ferris will battle it out with Australia’s best in 
the MX Nationals. 


KEEPING THE FAITH 


As we went to print, Jacob Hayes from North 
Carolina led Iowa’s Gavin Faith in the 
AMSOIL Arenacross standings. Faith, whose 
Penrite Honda CRF450R SX1 we test in this 
issue, sat 1 9 points adrift of Hayes with eight 
rounds remaining. Both are piloting 
Kawasakis. Arenacross is held in smaller 
stadiums to those used for AMA Supercross 
and often bears similarities to Australia’s 
indoor rounds. 


TOWNLEY COMEBACK STALLS 


Ben Townley’s MXGP comeback is in doubt 
after the champion Kiwi injured his knee 
during a round of the Italian championships. 
Townley was tracking along nicely, earning a 
podium at the Hawkstone International in his 
debut with the Suzuki MXGP team. It is 
unclear how serious the injury is, but there 
are claims that the accident was the result 


SHERCO TEAM ANNOUNCED 


The Motul Pirelli Sherco Factory 
Team has been confirmed, with Justin 
Carafa (top right) and Wil Ruprecht 
making up the senior effort. Both 
riders will pilot the Sherco 450SEF-R 
in E2, while Ruprecht will also 
compete in the U1 9 class. 

Sherco will also operate an Academy 
Team with Jai Wedlock and Baylee Davis 
(bottom right) in the U19/E2 and El 
classes respectively. Wedlock will race 
a 300SEF-R and Davis a 250SEF-R. 

All four riders will contest the 
AORC, A4DE and Hattah Desert Race. 
They’ll also be contesting their state 
off-road titles. 

“We have a very strong rider 


line-up this year and we’re confident 
of being right in the thick of the 
action and in contention for 
championships across every class we 
enter,” Sherco Australia brand 
manager Stephen Tuff said. 

“We’ve completed some 
early-season testing and all four 
riders have made improvements to 
their setup and their speed. Chad’s 
Off-Road Setups and our team 
operations manager Dave Suter work 
extremely well with the riders and 
have the bikes in good shape. We’re 
all excited for a big year.” 

The AORC starts on 19 March at 
Kilkivan, Qld. 



of an unfair move by Jeffrey Herlings. 


FARM JAM 


The popular Farm Jam has returned for the 
first time in two years. Organisers Dan and 
Brett Frew held the two-wheel action sports 
extravaganza over the Waitangi Day long 
weekend on the family farm in New 
Zealand’s South Island with FMX, mountain 
biking and BMX. Australia’s Ryan Brown took 
out the FMX comp. Stay tuned for a full wrap 
in the next issue of ADB. 


QUEENSLAND TWO-DAY ENDURO 


Josh Green and Beau Ralston were on top of 
their games at the Queensland Two-Day 
Enduro, finishing 1-2. Lachy Stanford 
rounded out the top three for the event 
which was the opening round of the 
Queensland Enduro Championships. Jemma 
Wilson took out the Women’s class. 
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iOODOIL I HOT OFF THE PRESS 


OVER $30,000 
RAISED TO 
HELP INJURED. 
DAN MCCOY 

Thousands gather to help rider struck 
down while racing in Britain 


M Ns 


BY THE NUMBERS 

200+ riders 

2000+ people through the gates 

$31 ,000+ raised on the day 

$6500 for Robbie Maddison helmet 

$41 00 for Chad Reed jersey 

$3200 for Ryan Villopoto jersey 

$2200 for Toby Price jersey 

$650 for McCoy Sydney SX jersey 

$600 for McCoy retro jersey 

$1 000 for Ryan Marmont jersey and pants 

$575 for Jay Marmont jersey 

$750 for Jimmy Decotis jersey and helmet 

$500 for Ashkenazi MXoN jersey and pants 

$23,435 raised from auctioned items 

Just under $8000 in raffle tickets 

3 trips to get supplies for canteen 

$1000 for overall win donated back to DMC 

recovery fund by Dan McEntee 


The motorcycle community has gathered at 
the Oakdale JMCC in Sydney to show their 
support for injured rider Dan McCoy. 

McCoy suffered a serious spinal injury in 
January as a result of a crash while competing 
in the UK Arenacross series. 

The accident has left him an incomplete 
paraplegic with nearly no feeling or function 
in his lower body. 

He underwent surgery in Britain to relocate 
his T1 1 and T12 vertebrae and subsequently 
reported that some feeling had returned to his 
left leg. McCoy is hopeful that he will recover 
over time. 

Due to the nature of the injury and the fact 
that it happened while he was overseas, 

McCoy faces huge bills for his treatment and 
transportation back to Austraila. 

McCoy, or DMC as he affectionately known, 
has always been a fan favourite and is well 
respected throughout the dirtbike racing 
community for his dedication to the sport. 

The backer of McCoy’s SFC Racing team, 
Andrew Blanchette, raised the idea of a 
fundraiser motocross meeting with Oakdale 
JMCC president Damien Coutts, in order to 
get the injured rider home. There was no 
hesitation and the club and the wider 
community instantly rallied behind the event. 

Donations from promoters, clubs, 


members, bike retailers, 
race teams, 

manufacturers, the public 
and the motorcycle industry 
got the event up and 
running. Motorcycle surfing 
legend Robbie Maddison, a 
good mate of McCoy, was a 
special guest and donated one 1 
of his helmets (right). 

Held on 31 January, the event 
attracted over 200 riders and 
2000 people. 

The pro class races featured 
the likes of Glenn Kearny, Michael 
Constantinou, Dale Wheeler, 

Connor Tierney, Damien Hart, Dan McEntee 
and more. 

McEntee was the overall winner and was 
awarded a $1000 cheque which he kindly 
donated to McCoy’s cause. 

Another drawcard was the fundraising raffle 
and auction. The big-ticket items in the 
auction included a signed Maddison Red Bull 
helmet, a Chad Reed jersey, a Ryan Villopoto 
jersey and a host of other items. 

The Maddo helmet was the big-ticket item, 
raking in $6500 for DMC’s recovery. The 
raffle also included a bunch of cool prizes, 
with $8000 raised from ticket sales. 


The grand total for the day 
came to just over $31,000, all 
of which will go towards 
McCoy’s trip back to Australia 
and his rehabilitation. 

Club president Damien 
Coutts was ecstatic with the 
success of the event. 

“I was absolutely blown 
away with the support that 
Dan received on the day,” 
he said. “I had been 
nervous about how the 
day would go, but it was 
great to see everyone help get DMC 
home. The end result exceeded 
expectations.” 

McCoy has been active on social media 
since his injury and appears to be in good 
spirits. He is undergoing rehab in Britain and 
is now able to get around in a wheelchair. He 
has even posted a photo of himself standing 
with machine assistance. 

His girlfriend Amy has been by his side 
since the accident and they are looking 
forward to returning home to Australia where 
he will continue his rehab. 

To help out McCoy, head to road 2 recovery, 
com/cause-view/dan iel-mccoy and make a 
donation to the cause. 
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AUSTRALIA’S 
BIGGEST _ 
TRAILRIDE? 

North Star to flirt with attendance record in 201 6 



Organised trail rides are becoming more 
popular than a visit from HRH Princess Kate 
Middleton (that's the Duchess of Cambridge 
to us commoners). The riding is usually 
choice, the extra-curricular activities are more 
impressive than a Michael Bay film and the 
food and entertainment are five-star brilliant. 

On top of all that, you get to do it [ride, 
that is] with your mates or family in a 
non-competitive environment. 

Despite Australia boasting a relatively small 
population that just ticked over 24 million, 
we seem to attract riders in droves to annual 
trailrides. These rides can range in 
attendance from 100 punters to over 1500. 


But which ride is the biggest in the land is 
certainly up for debate. 

It would seem Queensland hosts the 
biggest ones, with Dalby Moto producing the 
goods on several occasions throughout the 
year. NSW is not far behind. 

It is impossible to say who hosts the 
biggest trailride in Australia, and we’re not 
game enough to put a name on it, but the 
North Star Trailride has to be up there. With 
nearly 1500 riders across two days in 2014, 
it is one massive party. 

This year, the North Star Trailride is on 
30-31 July and is run under a MQ/MA permit 
with one-day event permits as part of the 


entry fee. MA licence holders will receive a 
discount on their entry fee. 

The ride is held between Croppa Creek and 
Goondiwindi, NSW. In total there’s 140km of 
riding, split into three different tracks: an 
85km loop, 20km loop and 40km loop. 

The riding is awesome and the atmosphere 
even better. 

ADB will be there to capture all the action 
for the mag and soak up some of the 
trailriding that northern NSW has to offer. 

At this stage, the entry forms have not been 
finalised, but put the event in your diary and 
stay tuned for more information as the event 
draws closer. 




TO VICTORY 


When the KTM Factory Racing Team and Kirk Gibbs needed ultimate performance 
and premium quality to win the MX Nationals MX1 Championship, they turned to KTM 
POWERPARTS. Download the 2016 POWERPARTS catalogue now » VmWJnM.COM 
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KTM Group Partner 


Write to us at: 

ADB Letters, 12/20 Edward St, Oakleigh, Vic 3166 
Email: adbmag@adbmag.com.au 




CONCJlUllJIAnONS! 


SEND IN YOUR LETTERS AND YOU COULD BE 
OUR NEXT WINNER! 

Congratulation 8 , Redmond! You’ve won a 
fm?n A ' r F ' ter Wash Kit valued at $99.95 

hn£!nf Ur mates at Link lnterf iational, 
lmkmt.com.au, (07) 3382 5000 


LETTER OF THE MONTH 


KATO BIG BORE 


Greetings to you good people 
at ADB. I read with interest 
Geoff Braico and Mitch Lees’ 
story on the Kato twins, the 
450 and 500EXC (#438). As a 
long-term big bore Kato rider, 

I found the test refreshing and 
interesting. 

Being an open-weight-class 
rider (“spend over $15 at 
bakery in single transaction”), 
the Kato big bore has been my 
choice since my 2005 625SXC 
with Pro-Circuit Ti4 slip-on. 

That big LC-4 engine 
sounded like a muscle car and, 
with the stock 45-16 gearing, 
it wound up like a nervous 
bomb de-fuser technician 
snorting free cocaine. 

I had the good fortune to be 
in the position to replace my 
625 in 2008 with my first new 
motorcycle. 

I did have a tinge of guilt 
as I felt pretty attached to 
that bike as we shared some 
common ground. Both of us 
were big and orange with 
bodywork that looked like 


it was designed by a blind 
Austrian bricklayer, we both 
tended to wobble when full of 
juice and attempting to kick 
over either of us was going to 
leave you hurting. 

When I strolled into the 
dealership they told me the 
625 had been discontinued 
but I left the dealership with 
a spanking 530EXC. My next 
bike was a 2012 500 EXC. 

The week it hit 100 hours, 

I went into the dealership to 
grab some rebuild stuff and 
got chatting to a salesman. He 
offered me very good coin on a 
trade-in and an excellent deal 
on a 2014 500EXC. Eight days 
later, when I went to collect my 
2014, I found it was a 2013. 

Instead of giving me a 
refund, they decided to give me 
the 2014 Six Days if I could 
stump up $500, which I did. 

It is my fourth Kato big-bore 
and a crazy bike. The 500EXC 
engine is a torque monster. 

On rides like the Daintree’s 
CREB Track, Diamantina 
National Park, Cape York or 


our local Bluewater, it is great 
when you get out of the bush 
and have a bit of a transport 
section back to the ute. 

Feeling hungry, thirsty and 
beat up you can sit back a 
little and tap it to 150 clicks 
comfortably and eat up the 
kilometres. 

I have included some photos 


with this rant. It may look like 
my Six Day is unloved and beat 
up but I assure you it’s just this 
damn iPhone because, in fact, 

I won ‘best maintained bike 
and the ‘truth telling contest’ 
last year at the Chiquta Ave 
bike night. 

Redmond 

Just gold! Thanks, Redmond 


FASHION VICTIM 

In the “hero” shot on the opener of the 250cc MX 
shootout {ADB #438), I noticed that Lee Hogan has 
red boots and red gear. In the inset photo he has 
black boots and green gear. Then on the Honda page 
he has red gear and black boots. Does he do this to 
see if someone will pick it up or does he just like 


changing his stuff all the time? Love the mag, keep 
it up. 

Henry Berkin 

More gold, Henry! For MX Editor Lee Hogan, the motocross 
shootouts are the equivalent of the Logies, so he goes all 
out Don’t worry, the boys let fly every time he emerges in a 
new outfit, kinda like Taylor Swift. 
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TWOFFINDEN 
Bit of #wheeliewednesday 
action anybody know 
where I was here? #TW108 


CRTWOTWO 
Been a fun week #living 
#embracingthenow 


TOBYPRICE87 

It’s not everyday you 
get to borrow/steal @ 
jamiewhincup #ktm1290 
and head up the hills with @ 

willdavison shooting for @ 

supercarslifeseries 


SHEENYFMX 
Kept the hospital busy that 
night for our check overs! 
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SMOOTH. 
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DANIEL IS FIVE AND DN THE PDLARIS 
DUTLAW 3D, JDSH IS SEVEN AND DN THE 
KTM 5DSX 


FIND MY RIDE 

I’m 12 and 150cm and was 
wondering if there are any enduro 
or trailbikes out there to suit my 
age and height? Would a four- 
stroke motocross bike work for 
trailriding in the bush? 

Could you possibly do a junior 
bike shootout, as there are none 
I can find. That would help so 
much. Also can you please bring 
back the comic section that you 
had on the last page of the mag, 
it was great. 

Your magazine is great and the 
only one I read. Keep it up. Sorry 
for so many questions. 

Tom Sharpe 

Thanks Tom, no need to apologise, 
that’s what we’re here for! You’re 
definitely better off with a trail bike 
but it’s hard to say without knowing 
your ability and size. If you’re a 
small bloke I’d suggest the Suzuki 
DR-Z125, Yamaha TT-R125 or even 
the Honda CRF150F. But if you’re a 
more accomplished rider looking for a 
bike with more power then I suggest 
looking at the TT-R230 or CRF230F. 

BRILLIANT PRICEY 

What an achievement, what a 
champion. I don’t know Toby 
Price but he seems to be a 
humble, genuine and level- 
headed young man who has 


overcome his fair share of adversity 
to get to where he is today. 

I’ve been telling friends who 
don’t ride dirtbikes about Pricey 
and, to give them some perspective, 
tell them what he has achieved is 
on par with Cadel Evans winning 
the Tour de France. I just hope 
that the wider community and 
media end up appreciating what 
he has achieved. For now, this mug 
52-year-old trailrider and, I’m sure, 
every other dirtbike rider out there 
tips their helmets to you, Toby. 

Ian Crawford 

Toby’s been a good friend of ADB’since 
he burst onto the enduro scene in 2009, 
and has always been an outstanding, 
level-headed person. Check out our 
exclusive post-Dakar interview on p90. 
Chance of a knighthood ya reckon? 

WILD IN THE WEST 

Thought I would share a couple 
of pics of two of my boys and I on 
a recent trip to West Moto Park 
in Wyalkatchem, WA which you 
featured in ADB# 437. We’ve made 
a couple of weekend trips there and 
have had an awesome time. 

Daniel is five and on the Polaris 
Outlaw 90, Josh is seven and on 
the KTM 50SX. The old man is me 
on the WR450F. The boys would be 
rapt to see themselves in the mag. 

Karl Palmer 



Here’s a taste of the most popular items on 
our Facebook page this month. Be part of the 
ADB community and follow us at: 
facebook.com/adbmag 

A HUGE CONGRATULATIONS TO 
TOBY PRICE, WINNER OF THE 2016 
DAKAR RALLY!! 

Pricey will go down in history as the first Australian to 
win the rally, doing so at only his second attempt! 

Well done, mate, all of Australia is proud of you! 



Matthew Johnson Just 
loved watching the 
race unfold, such a 
smart ride from a true 
champion. Well done 
Toby Price, you’re the 
best in the world! 
Warren Jack Toby for 
Australian of the Year! 
Heath Bull Awesome 
achievement. Was 
merely a formality 
after last year. 


WEEKEND CHORES CAN BE FUN, 
YOU JUST NEED TO GET CREATIVE 

Jimmy Purcelfi The winner of the 2016 ‘fastest way to 
destroy a saw blade’ contest 
Paul Turner Upgrade for the bike? 

Will Whiteman My kind of wood chopping. 




HAPPY AUSTRALIA DAY! NOW 
GET OUT THERE! 

Fred Woolcott I’m coming out next year get my dirt 
bike ready for me. 

Craig Howe Soon Fred, soon ... 
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R.I.P DAVE MIRRA 


At the time of writing we have seven rounds 
under our belt and while the season is 
progressing well, my goal is to be a lot more 
consistent with my results. 

We have celebrated two second place 
finishes (Anaheim and San Diego) but Ryan 
(Dungey) and Ken (Roczen) are both riding 
really well right now so I need to make sure I 
am riding to my full potential. Championships 
are not won in the first few races, consistency 
wins championships and it is really important 
that we are up there even on our worst days. 

I wanted to grab that ninth win at Anaheim 
2 to put myself in front of Jeremy McGrath, 
Ricky Carmichael and James Stewart for most 
wins at Anaheim, but for now we all remain 
tied on eight at Angel Stadium. 

This year my qualifying hasn’t been great 
and while it is disappointing to see yourself 
down the order I also know it is more 
important to be there when they hand out the 
points. My starts the past couple of events 


have also not been the best, so I will be doing 
a lot of work in that area ahead of the next 
event in Atlanta. 

I sparked a bit of controversy recently with 
my comments about young up and coming Pro 
Circuit rider Austin Forkner. Austin has done 
really well in Arenacross and is ready to step 
up to Supercross but he won’t start his season 
until the outdoors later in the year because of 
a plan they put in place sometime last year. 

The thing I don’t understand is how you can 
have a rider who has done so well in the junior 
ranks, has reached the professional ride age 
to race but you’re going to hold him back and 
wait until motocross for him to step up. If he 
is ready I think you should put him out there 
now to gain experience. I went straight to the 
big bike class at 16 and things worked out 
pretty well for me. 

As I get older I guess I see things a 
little differently. The way I see it, life is 
unpredictable, plans fail, plans succeed and 


plans change so you have to be ready for 
anything as you just never know which way the 
cards will fall. 

Finally, I want to close out my column with 
a message to you all to please seek help if 
you are struggling with anxiety or depression. 
Suicide is something I will never understand 
and it is something I wish didn’t exist. Dave 
Mirra’s passing absolutely devastated me. Fie 
was a legend and close friend and my heart 
breaks for his beautiful family. 

We all have good days and we all have bad 
days but for some of us, there are days when 
situations seem like they are too much to 
handle. Whatever it may be, and no matter 
where you are in the world please know 
help is available. If you don’t think you can 
talk to family or friends there are fantastic 
organisations such as Beyond Blue and 
Lifeline who offer 24hr access and support. 

Ride safe, dream big and remember to look 
out for those who may be struggling. 



TO CLOSE OUT MY 
COLUMN WITH A 
MESSAGE TO YOU 
ALL TO PLEASE 
SEEK HELP IF YOU 
ARE STRUGGLING 
WITH ANXIETY OR 
DEPRESSION 
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RACE AROUND THE WORLD 


My enduro calendar is jam packed again. I am 
racing the Australian Off-Road Championships, 
Australian Four-Day Enduro, hopefully the 
International Six-Day Enduro (if MA can find 
some funding), and the World Enduro GPs. 

Last year was my best yet, and I have worked 
hard over the off-season. I have my fingers 
crossed (because a little bit of luck goes a long 
way) for this year to be even better. 

I recently raced the opening round of the 
Queensland Yamaha Two-Day Enduro series at 
Queensland Moto Park. It had been a solid few 
months with no racing so I was itching to see 
where I was at. 

A few NSW racers had the same idea and 
travelled up, including Tayla Jones. She is not 
racing with us ladies this year, but we were on 
the same Tests so I was still able to gauge my 
pace against hers. Although she beat me on 
times, I was pleased to see that she had not 
pulled away; we had both improved over the 
time off. 

It was also great to see that the Women’s 
class had eight entries. Unfortunately, the tracks 
got really rough and it was super hot and dusty. 


A few bikes went down and confidence went 
south but I hope that all the girls remember 
that it was a two-day, which is the hardest type 
of enduro in Queensland. They should certainly 
sign up for the opening rounds of the AORC 
(combined with our state champs) at Kilkivan. 

I am feeling more prepared than ever for the 
World Enduro GPs. This time round, the ladies 
don’t have a race until mid-year, which has given 
me more time to organise all the logistics for Jon 
and I getting ourselves around Europe. However 
more importantly it has given us more time to 
get the finances together. 

I want to say a special thank you to Gympie! 
Without the support of so many wonderful local 
businesses supporting me in whatever way they 
can, it just wouldn’t be possible to raise the 
$40,000 needed. 

It was looking like I was in a good place 
financially at the end of last year. I had struck a 
deal with Yamaha France which would save me 
a lot on a new WR250F, and when the calendar 
was released it showed that we could race the 
season on only two flights to Europe, instead of 
the usual three. 


Finland and Sweden on consecutive 
weekends and then Spain only two weekends 
later, which was a possible saving of $5000 on 
flights. But then it was announced that there 
was no Australian government funding for the 
ISDE and FIM pulled the pin on some of their 
money. Two steps forward, two steps back... at 
least it’s not three steps backwards I guess! 

I am still really hopeful for the ISDE team. 

It would be such a shame for all three teams to 
win in Slovakia last year and then not have the 
support to defend their world titles in Spain. 
Crowd funding and individual sponsorship 
ideas have been thrown around, but when I am 
already looking at the virtually impossible task of 
funding my World Enduro GP endeavour, pulling 
another $10,000 from thin air becomes pretty 
dang out of the question. 

Serious, tedious and stressful sponsorship 
needs aside, I’m loving riding and racing at 
the moment. I spent my off-season riding with 
friends, new and old because, at the end of the 
day, that is how we all started and the main 
reason I’m still doing it. 

Thanks, everyone! 



I WANT TO SAY A 
SPECIAL THANK 
YOU TO GYMPIE! 
WITHOUT THE 
SUPPORT OF SO 
MANY 

WONDERFUL 
LOCAL 
BUSINESS’S 
SUPPORTING ME 
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AUSTRALIA LOSES ENDURO HERO 

Although Brooke Flanagan made the switch from motocross to 
enduro he wasn’t afraid to chase a little MX prize money 


Aussie enduro champion Michael Brooke 
Flanagan, who died in his sleep on 2 January 
from heart problems, will be remembered by 
long-term ADB readers for his regular column, 
Route Card, which kept readers up to date 
with enduro racing. 

Brooke burst onto the scene late in 1985, 
moving into enduros from motocross, and 
by 1986 he’d taken the 250cc class and 
Outright win at the A4DE in South Australia 
at his first attempt. This shocked the enduro 
community a little as the considered wisdom 
of the day was that motocrossers would tend 
to go too hard too early and wear themselves 
out. They were not expected to be able to last 
one whole day of riding let alone four. 

Brooke had been riding enduros for all 
of seven months by that time. His decision 
to switch from motocross came about after 
he travelled to Adelaide in 1985 for the Mr 
Motocross round and got knocked off his 
bike three times in the first three heats. He’d 


ridden a few club enduros and thought that 
enduro riding offered more time on the bike 
than MX. His only multi-day ride before that 
A4DE had been the two-day Weipa Croc Run. 

Returning from a Four-Day in Queensland 
with Geoff Ballard, he heard about a 
motocross event in Raymond Terrace offering 
good prizemoney so he decided to stop in 
and have a go. The organisers were reluctant 
to take a last-minute entry, especially from 
someone whose bike was still covered in mud 
from the last-day bog hole at the enduro. 

Brooke was trying to explain and laughing 
at the absurdity of the situation. The 
motocrossers in their pristine riding gear and 
flash pit set-ups all stood around laughing at 
him until Brooke went out and swept the field 
taking the prizemoney home with him. 

He owned The Bike Stop in Lithgow 
between 1981 and 1990, which was a 
successful Kawasaki and Yamaha dealership, 
and whenever referring to Lithgow he always 


seemed to preface the town name with the 
word “sunny”. 

At one stage he was modifying KX250s to 
order to meet NSW registration requirements 
for use in enduros. After selling the Bike Stop 
he bought an old coach which he fitted out as 
a motorhome, emblazoned the sides with the 
words “The Bike Stop, Lithgow” and travelled 
the country. 

Despite his many wins throughout his racing 
career there were only two trophies displayed 
at Brooke’s wake due to his habit of only 
keeping plaques. His way of helping was to 
donate his trophies to his own or other clubs 
to be used for their events. 

His house had few decorations other than 
photos and a drawing of the shop in Lithgow 
done by an old girlfriend which his family are 
having trouble removing ... it was glued to the 
wall. 

ADB extends its condolences to Brooke’s 
family and friends. 



THE ORGANISERS 
WERE RELUCTANT 
TO TAKE A LAST- 

NTRY, 

ESPECIALLY 
FROM SOMEONE 
WHOSE BIKE WAS 
STILL COVERED 
IN MUD 
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THE WORLD’S BEST 


SELLING DROP SLIDES 


LIGHTER. STRONGER. SAFER. SMARTER. 


MSA 4X4 DROP SLIDE RANGE 


■ 

I 


The Drop Slide slides out 
from its stowed position 
and lowers a lull 30cm 
in one smooth, safe and 
easy motion, enabling the 
platform to remain in a 
perfectly horizontal position 
the whole time. In one very 
light and easy motion, the 
slide raises back into its 
stowed position securely. 




ADDITIONAL FEATURES 


f Available from over 400 stockists Australia wide. 

Visit our website for your nearest stockist or for more information on our range. 

msa4xA.com.au 


Compact size, saving valuable storage space in the vehicle 

No drawer disassembly required to install 

Designed to smoothly swing out further from the vehicle 

tailgate to provide easy convenient access to the fridge 

contents from the complete side and front of the fridge 

B sizes available In 2 configurations 

Unique lock-in lock-out safety feature 

Heavy duty 2 DO kg slide runner rating 

All fixings and tie down straps included 

Stainless steel and blue anodised aluminium fittings 

Fridge barriers available to suit 




V 

V 

V 


THE MSA 4X4 DROP SLIDE. 

THE ONLY DROP SLIDE WITH A LIFETIME GUARANTEE*! 

‘Visit rrtsa4x4,com.au for full terms and conditions 



GEARED TD GO 


DANCING MDNKEYS 

The USWE Patriot 9 hydration pack is claimed to “stop the dancing monkeys from going 
bananas on your back”. It features a four-point suspension harness to keep it in place and 
despite its slim appearance it offers six litres of helmet, tool, food and phone 
accommodation, and a three-litre Elite hydration bladder. 

$199.99 

Steve Cramer Products, stevecramerproducts.com 
(03) 9587 1466 



DILEDUP 

Motorex Pre Oiled Air Filters are designed specifically for off-road use and are claimed to 
provide increased performance under the toughest riding conditions. The cells on the outer 
layer act as a pre-filter, while the inner layer is designed to trap the smallest particles. The 
filters are supplied pre-oiled and ready to race. 

$29.95 

A1 Accessory Imports, a1accessory.com.au 
(07)3451 1300 




The Fly-2 helmet is a lightweight race lid constructed from a state-of-the-art 
aircraft-grade woven carbon-fibre and Kevlar composite. It features a 
dual-density EPS liner to provide more progressive impact absorption for 
different levels of impact. There are 11 intake and four exhaust vents for great 
airflow and a removable and washable liner. Available in the new 2016 ZOOM 
design in five colours, the new DRAGON LIMITED design, and the PURE graphic, 
in sizes XS to XXL. 

$399.95 

McLeod Accessories, mcleodaccessories.com.au 
1300 300 191 
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COMFORT COLLAR 

The O’Neal NX1 Race Collar is 
claimed to reduce neck fatigue 
and it has connection loops so 
it can be attached directly to 
chest protectors. Features 
include a low-profile design, 
removable and washable liner 
and an easy front entry system. 
It’s available in youth, up to 
152cm (less than 48kg), and 
adult, over 152cm (48kg-plus). 
$39.95 (YOUTH); $44.95 
(ADULT) 

Cassons, cassons.com.au 
(02) 8882 1900 



MATRIX MAT 

The Matrix R1 Worx rubber mat is made from durable, easy to clean, extra thick 
2mm PVC mat. It’s fuel, chemical and grime resistant ink is directly printed on the 
mat and it is supplied with a netted carry bag so it can be rolled up and stored for 
easy transport. The most popular size is 3ft x 6ft (92cm x 184cm). 

$159.95 

Monza Imports, monzaimports.com.au 
(03) 8327 8899 




PUTTING THE BOOT IN 

Gaerne says this kid’s boot is one 
of the best money can buy. The 
Gaerne SG-J is manufactured from 
top-grain leather for the main 
section and has soft microfiber at 
the front for a comfortable fit. It’s 
topped off with a new front plate, 
four new buckles and a heavy-duty 
leather heat shield. Available in 
sizes 37-40. 

$269.95 

Cassons, cassons.com.au 
(02) 8882 1900 


CLEAN HEAD 

Motul Helmet Interior Clean is a 
bactericidal sanitiserforthe 
foam inside your lid. It 
sanitises and thoroughly cleans 
the inside of your helmet, 
eliminating bacteria caused by 
perspiration and neutralising 
unpleasant odours. It has been 
dermatologically tested as 
non-irritating to the skin. 

Simply spray it on the foam 
inside your helmet and leave it 
to dry. 

$13.90 

Link International, 
linkint.com.au 
(07) 3382 5000 



DUNGEY DESIGN 

With a fabric blend developed in 
conjunction with Ryan Dungey, the 
Fox FLEXAIR Limited Edition Jersey 
is lightweight, stretches with you, 
and keeps you cool thanks to the 
Fox TruDri moisture transfer 
performance fabric. The jersey can 
be bought separately for $89.95, 
or as part of the Fox Kroma LE 
gear-set, which includes Flexair 
pants ($299.95), Airline gloves 
($49.95), Instinct boots ($649.95) 
and V4 helmet ($649.95). 

$89.95 

Monza Imports, 
monzaimports.com.au 
(03) 8327 8899 



UNDER CDVER 

The all-new Spy Ace MX goggle features an injected -curve lens and Quick Draw lens 
change system. It also has a RISE ventilation system, anti-fog and anti-scratch lens, 
bonus lens and nose guard, quad-layer Isotron face foam with moisture-wicking Dri-Force 
fleece, and silicon-ribbed strap. It comes with a 10-pack of tear-offs and will fit almost any 
helmet on the market. Available in 10 different colours. 

FROM $199.95 

Gas Imports, gasimports.com.au 
(03) 8331 0300 
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10TH KOWEN 
FOREST RIDE 
ENTRIES NOW 
OPEN! 


The annual Kowen Forest Ride is on 
again and this year the event celebrates 
its 10th anniversary. With two days of 
epic riding just outside the nation’s 
capital, Kowen is a must for any serious 
or not-so-serious trailrider. 


We’ve made it even easier for you to 
enter. All you have to do is tear out these 
two pages, fill 'em in and post them to 
DSMRA Kowen Entries. PO Box 1 069, 
Belconnen, ACT 2616 or email them to 
kowenentries@dsmra.asn.au. 


£oat 




' RIDERS ASSOCIATION 

DIRT RIDING ADVENTURE 


DUAL SPORT MOTORCYCLE RIDERS ASSOCIATION 


This form must accompany your completed entry form. 

Please ensure that this form is signed and 
witnessed before submitting 


Kowen Forest Ride Recognition of Risks Form and Privacy Statement 

To: Dual Sports Motorcycle Riders Association http://dsmra.asn.au 


I wish to participate in an outdoor recreational activity program 

operated by DSMRA ACT. 

I understand that some of the activities in which I may participate: 

• will be physically and emotionally demanding; 

• may involve a significant risk of physical harm; and 

• may have to be cancelled, postponed or rescheduled due to weather conditions 

My participation in any activity is voluntary and not compulsory. 


I understand certain inherent risks exist in the activities in which I will be participating. Although the organisation and its instructors 
will provide me with appropriate directions and will endeavour to minimise my exposure to the risk of harm, these inherent risks are 
beyond the control of the Dual Sports Motorcycle Riders Association, its volunteers and staff and cannot be avoided by the exercise of 
reasonable care and skill. Inherent risks include changes in weather conditions and difficulties in obtaining emergency medical 
assistance. For example, some activities will take place in remote settings, hours from the nearest medical services. 


I am aware that there are some risks that are common to many or all of the activities in which I may participate, such as the risk of 
harm caused by varying weather conditions, by uneven or changing terrain and by native flora and fauna. However, some activities in 
which I may participate carry with them risks of harm that are particular to that activity, such as but not limited to the following risk: 


• losing control of bike and colliding with obstacles such as 
trees, rocks or other cyclists; 

• failing to negotiate obstacles including difficult terrain; 

• being required to carry bike due to nature or condition of 
terrain; 

• falling from bike, possibly at speed; 

• becoming lost; 

• being exposed to the elements for long periods of time; 

• being injured in an area not readily accessible for 
emergency services; 


• strained muscle ligaments and cartilages; 

• death; 

• broken or dislocated bones or joints; 

• insect bites and/or animal / reptile bites; 

• sunburn and/or ultraviolet radiation damage to skin and/or 
eyes; 

• dirt, sand, dust or other foreign material entering eyes or 
skin irritations; and 

• injury caused by burns, cuts and/or abrasions. 


I authorise the Dual Sports Motorcycle Riders Association to arrange medical treatment and emergency evacuation services on my 
behalf and at my cost, in the event of my injury or illness, as it deems necessary. I understand that the Dual Sports Motorcycle Riders 
Association, its volunteers and staff will endeavour to keep personal items safe but that they accept no responsibility for the 
safekeeping of those items. 


Participant Name Participant Signature 

Participant Licence No 

Witness Name Witness Signature 

Emergency Contact Name Emergency Contact Phone 


Please list any known medical conditions below eg. Diabetes, Epilepsy, allergies etc. 
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log on to www.adbmag.com.au for all the latest news and updates 



The Ride 


SPONSORS AND SWEEPS RIDE 

10 April 2015 

Kowen Forest Ride 

11-12 April 2015 

Proudly Presented by the 

Dual Sport Motorcycle Riders Association (DSMRA) 

Entry Form 


f cuxr A&v&mm 


Friday: Sponsors and Sweeps Ride. Meet at gate 8:30 or 1pm or from 4pm Friday. UHF 16. Lunch provided. 
Saturday: Two loops approx 50km each. Scrutineering starts 8am, ride starts 9am, loops close 3pm. 
Sunday: Two loops approx 50km each. Scrutineering starts 8am, ride starts 9am, loops close 3pm. 
Beginners entry level ride: using the corner man system starts at 2pm Sat & Sun. 

A Skills Session each morning at 11:00am. 


Sponsors and Sweeps 


> Sponsors and Sweeps do not receive DSMRA membership, raffle tickets 
or subscriptions. 

> Sponsors are employees of their relevant company. 

> Sponsors need to be aware that the Kowen Forest Ride area is a 
dangerous area with additional risks of isolation and event related 
risks. 

> Please ensure your goods are secured at all time. DSMRA accepts no 
liability for lost or stolen goods. 


* It is a requirement that all riders are members of the 
DSMRA. Please do not ride unless you are a member of 
the DSMRA or riding at this event is specifically covered 
under your employment contract and employees 
insurance. 


General Details 


- You must be licensed, wear a suitable helmet and your bike must be 
registered (proof of rego must be supplied for scrutineering) & ACT road 
use conditions apply. 

> Gates open from 4pm Friday but are locked at 11pm each night. 

• Fires must be in fire buckets and no pets. 

> Food, meals & snacks can be purchased onsite from Vietnam Vets. 
Coffee, cakes & ice creams are also available. 

> You may bring your own food and drink: NO GLASS 


• Please camp near the main event area. 

> A limited number of shirts will be available for sale at the 
ride. 

> The ride may be cancelled or postponed on short notice 
due to weather conditions. Check website before 
travelling to the ride. 

> Entry subject to Supplementary Regulations 
(see www.dsmra.asn.au for further information) 


Rider Details 


Sponsor Company: 

First Name: 

Surname: 


Licence No: 

Address: 

Bike Details 

Town/Suburb: 

State: 

Postcode: 

Make: 

Phone (H) 

Phone (W): 

Phone (M): 

Model: 

Email 

Rego: 

Date of Birth / / 

Shirt size (XS-5XL): 

DSMRA Memb No: 

Rego State: 


Sponsor/ Volunteer Role 


Sponsor/Volunteer Role (circle appropriate): Sponsor 
Store / Sweep / Beginners Ride 


/ Gates / DSMRA Corner / Other: 


Return to: DSMRA Kowen Entries. PO BOX 1069. Belconnen ACT 2616 
Email: ko wenentr ies@dsmra.a sn.au 

Kowen Enquiries: PH: 0490 456 041 


r 
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I ike most blokes my age, I grew up 
on two-strokes. But then 1998 
came and Yamaha sent the world 
four-stroke crazy with the YZ400F. 
At the same time, tightening 
emission laws saw Japanese 
manufacturers’ interest in 
developing the humble stroker falter. 

Most of the Japanese two-strokes 
disappeared. Yamaha continued to pump 


out the venerable YZ250 but the bike 
remained largely unchanged after 2006 
although the European two-stroke market 
continued to thrive. KTM, Husqvarna, Gas 
Gas and, more recently, Sherco and Beta 
have pumped out year-on-year model 
improvements without a hint of competition 
from the Land of the Rising Sun. 

This year’s launch of the wide-ratio 
YZ250X is an acknowledgement that there 


is a resurgence in the market for lightweight 
mid-capacity bush weapons. Whether it be 
from old timers like me who don’t have the 
fitness to be wrestling any more weight 
around than they have to, or someone 
chasing that instant grin from the snappy 
throttle response, the two-stroke is back 
and Yamaha wants a slice of the pie. But 
where does the YZ250X sit against Euro 
offerings like Sherco’s 250SE-R? 
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Both these bikes are 250 two-strokes and 
both are blue. For me, that’s about where the 
similarities end. 

Bucking the 300cc trend, I’ve been riding a 
quarter-litre smoker for the past three years. 

For the type of riding that I enjoy the most, it’s 
the perfect mix of power and agility. 

Put simply, I don’t have the skill or finesse 
to ride a 300 on the pipe. What’s the point of 
having a two-stroke if you can’t make it sing? 

First impressions of both bikes are as you’d 
expect. Despite arriving by different routes, 
these machines have been created with one 
purpose - to punt the pilot from point to point 
in the bush as quickly as possible. 

The Yamaha has a strong motocross heritage 
so it’s a minimalist package. The 250X is 
derived from a bike that has stood the test of 
time with little in the way of changes since 
2006 and many of the bits to produce the 
wide-ratio version have been used before. 

On the other hand, the Sherco is only in its 
third year of production and has taken its 
design cues directly from the European 
competition. It’s a bike that caters for riders 
with a range of abilities and is dripping with 
quality components. 

The difference between these bikes is 
evident as soon as you throw a leg over them. 


The Yamaha is a bare-bones, non-ADR race 
weapon. The cockpit is a no-frills MX set-up. 

There’s no speedo cluttering the controls. At 
6ft 2inch in the old money, the ergos feel 
fairly neutral for me. The front of the bike is 
narrow, just begging you to get up and ride it 
into corners on the head stem. 

That said, the old-school fuel cap threatens 
your hopes of becoming a father. The gripper 
seat comes to your rescue, keeping your butt 
firmly planted when you need it to. The test 
bike came with one of the $499 recreational 
registration kits that are installed at YRD in 
Melbourne before the bikes go to dealers. 

SAME-SAME, BUT DIFFERENT? 

The UFO Stealth headlight used in the kit 
looks like an after thought. While light and 
rubber mounted, it sits a long way forward, 
which has allowed YRD to stuff the rec reg 
horn in behind it. 

The light is there to meet the requirements, 
but I wouldn’t like to get caught out with that 
LED bulb after dark. 

The Sherco has a more refined look and 
feel. It comes with everything that you would 
expect on a purpose-built enduro bike. Where 
the Yamaha relies on in-house engineering for 
some of its componentry, the Sherco has done 


more outsourcing than an Australian call 
centre. Brembo brakes and hydraulic clutch, 
FMF exhaust and Excel rims are just a few of 
the items loaded into the Sherco engineers’ 
shopping trolley on their last shopping trip. 

The 6mm shorter wheelbase and 20mm 
lower seat make the Sherco feel much more 
compact than the Yamaha, reminding me of 
KTM’s 200EXC. This will appeal to shorter 
riders, but taller guys won’t feel cramped. 

Lifting each bike off the race stand, the 
lightness is the first thing that you notice. At 
just 104kg with a full tank, the YZ250X is one 
of the lightest enduro bikes on the market. 

The lack of an electric starter and battery to 
crank it helps. 

While we’ve all become a bit accustomed to 
e-start on enduro bikes, a half-hearted stab at 
the YZ kicker is all that is needed to bring it to 
life. The Sherco starter motor is neatly tucked 
up under the crankcase, where it is out of 
harm’s way and the weight low. 

Whether or not you’re willing to trade a few 
kilos for the convenience of the button will 
depend on what you’re using the bike for. The 
kickstarter has gone. 

Both bikes generate a good spread of 
useable power. The delivery from the YZ250X 
is definitely snappier than the Sherco, but in 
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away 

* Slightly different 
shaped YZ-X 
chamber 

compared with YZ 
gives broader 


LIGHTS 

• Sherco's is fully 
ADR compliant 
while the other is 
suitable for rec 


• The UFO Yamaha 
light runs an LED 
while Sherco use a 
halogen bulb 


SHERCO 


• Wow, it s shiny 
» FMF aftermarket- 
style exhaust fitted 
as standard 


enduro-shaped 
expansion chamber 


EXHAUSTS 

• Sherco pipe more streamlined 

• Sherco muffler shaped like a 50c piece! 

• YZ-X muffler more restrictive 


YAMAHA 


• Black finish 
keeps that 
corroded look 


'BAR AND GRIPS 

• Sherco map switch is below starter button 
YZ-X handlebar carries rec-reg mirror bracket 

• Blue grips on the Yam, are not standard. 


©YAMAHA 


DASH 

• Digital dash on the Sherco looks like a Trailtech 

• Yamaha hour meter is a GYTR accessory 

• Sherco's is ADR compliant while Yamaha's is not 
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no way uncontrollable. The jetting on the 
Yamaha, which we’ve changed since this test, 
was overly rich on the pilot circuit, making it 
blubbery off the bottom and making the 
mid-range feel stronger than it really was. 

It also made it a bit prone to stalling near 
idle - which had me stabbing at an imaginary 
start button with my right thumb more than 
once. The combination of the pipe, CDI, 
power-valve settings and exhaust port timing 
changes from its MX brother have produced a 
good usable spread of power that YZ tinkerers 
have been chasing for years. 

Make no mistake; it still plays homage to its 
MX heritage, which will suit those looking for 
outright power. The rich jetting might have 
hidden the bottom-end torque, but if you like to 
lug your bike around and short shift, this isn’t 
the one for you. Stop reading this and go buy a 
300. But keep the Yamaha in the meat of the 
power curve and this engine delivers in spades. 

Getting this power to the ground is helped 
by the widening of the ratios in third, fourth 
and fifth. This means a bit less dancing on the 
gearlever in the fast sections, but for 
slow-speed stuff like the test track we were 
using, you spend a lot of time flicking between 
first and second. 


While I never got neutral, I like to be able to 
pull second in all but the snottiest terrain to 
avoid that risk. It’s also a problem if you don’t 
have forearms like Popeye. The cable clutch is 
smooth and predictable, but there’s no getting 
away from the fact that the pull is heavy, 
despite the clutch spring rate being reduced 
by 10% from its MX cousin. It’s something 
you really notice when the going gets 
technical. 

The Sherco engine produces healthy 
volumes of bottom-end torque which 
transitions smoothly and predictably into a 
solid mid-range, delivering a surge of tractable 
power rather than a snap. 

WELL HANDLED 

The Sherco's throttle response at low revs is 
excellent, making this engine easy to get along 
with in technical or slippery terrain. 

While the top end signs off a little earlier 
than the YZ, the six-speed gearbox gives you 
more choice to prevent having to ring its neck. 
I’ve always loved the Sherco map switch. 

Integrated into the starter button, this 
device produces a massive difference in the 
way the power is delivered. While I think that 
most owners will use the ‘race’ setting 90 per 


cent of the time, the option to tame things 
down with a flick of the thumb is useful when 
you find yourself in slick conditions. The 
Brembo hydraulic clutch is top notch and 
offers smooth take up, light lever pull and 
proven reliability. 

The test track was moto heaven. There was a 
tight and technical 15-minute singletrack loop 
which opened up into an MX track carved into 
the bush, giving an excellent opportunity to test 
the handling in different conditions. As it turns 
out it was the perfect track to highlight what 
these bikes had to offer. 

Out on the trail, the Sherco was well 
mannered and more forgiving of gumby line 
selection or reduced rider input. The 
compactness of the bike makes it really easy 
to climb forward and tip it into corners. It has 
no problem locking into the faintest hint of a 
rut to slingshot you out the other side. 

The power delivery, married to the WP 
shock’s performance, makes getting it to the 
ground easy - even with the aggressive map 
selected. High-speed sand whoops were the 
only place that had the rear-end feeling 
slightly nervous, but nothing that left you 
puckered up. 

Up front, the open chamber WP fork does a 
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TEAM SHERCO 
Sherco has signed Justin Carafa and Wil 
Ruprecht to its Factory Team for 201 6, with Jai 
Wedlock and Baylee Davies in the Academy 


Team. Both teams will contest the AORC, 
A4DE and the Hattah Desert Race, as well as 
contesting state championships and selected 
events across the three eastern states. 


DID YOU 
KNOW? 







CARBY DIFFERENCES 

• The Sherco carburettor (above) is 2mm smaller 
• Yamaha misses out on a V-Force3 reed valve 

• Keihin is easier to get out of the Sherco for jets 


FORK 

• WP provides the 48mm USD set for the Sherco 

• Yamaha sticks with its Kayaba home-brand 

• The SE-R has adjustable comp, and rebound 


ENGINE 

• Sherco starter is tucked away underneath 

• The French motor is only three years old 

• YZ-X has lower and wider exhaust port than YZ 
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stellar job of soaking up whatever you throw 
at it. You have to be precise in your line 
selection on hillclimbs to avoid deflection. 
Higher speed G-outs or bigger hits on the MX 
track will find the limits of the suspension 
quicker than on the YZ. 

The KYB up front on the Yamaha has long 
been considered top-shelf and easily 
tuneable to rider preference. The valving 
changes made to the MX fork make it 
extremely user friendly for anyone who can 
manage decent pace, but not at the expense 
of compliance on small, sharp hits. 

The mid-stroke is firm but not harsh, 
allowing you to plough into obstacles without 
the fork blowing through. The bottoming 
resistance is excellent at both ends and the 
bike will capably get you around the local MX 
track without concern. 

The ’bar set-up of the YZ makes it very 
responsive to input from the rider. Line 
changes are a mere thought away. Out the 
back, the shock does a great job of keeping 
the rear wheel in contact with the ground, 
but the snappier power delivery made it 
harder to get hooked up than the Sherco. 

Yamaha has come up with a chassis and 
suspension combo that responds to being 
ridden aggressively, but won’t beat you to 
death when you get tired. 




SHERCO 

250SE-R 


rfl 


registerable 

• Bigger tank 

• Electric start 
Enduro goodies 






WE 
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WHICH ONE? 


YAMAHA 

YZ250X 


Type Liquid-cooled two-stroke Type Liquid-cooled two-stroke 


Using colour as a decider won’t work here. 
Which bike is right for you is going to be 
dependent on a number of factors - the most 
important of which will be whether you need 
registration to ride it where you want to. 
Unless you live in a state with rec reg, the 
decision can only be the Sherco. But if you 
are lucky enough to have rego available or 
you only want to ride private property, then 
things become a bit more complex. 

Much like in the shed, it’s a case of right 
tool for the job. If you’ve got your sights 
firmly set on local or state cross-country 
titles, the YZ requires serious consideration. 
Yamaha has created a very competitive, 
closed-course race weapon that responds to 
a fast, aggressive rider. That’s not to say that 
the Sherco wouldn’t be competitive, but the 
YZ reacts better to being ridden hard. 

If you spend more time on the trails with 
your mates, like hoping from pub to pub in 
the bush or enjoy tackling extreme terrain, 
the Sherco would be an easier bike to not 
only ride, but to live with. While the initial 
outlay is slightly higher, you are getting more 
bang for your buck out of the crate with 
additional equipment that comes standard. 
And it’s got the magic button... adb 


FOR: 

• Lower price 

• Lighter weight 

• Excellent dealer 
network and parts 

availability 

• Proven engine 
and chassis 

• Better 
suspension and 
handling at speed 

• Minimalist, bare 
bones race bike 

AGAINST: 

• No ADR, only rec 
reg with YRD 
lighting kit 

• Cable clutch 


with reed-valve induction 


Displacement 

249cc 

Bore x stroke 

66.4 x 72mm 

Compression ratio 

N/A 

Carburettor 

Keihin PWK36 

Fuel capacity 

9.5L 

Transmission Six-speed, constant mesh 
Clutch Brembo hydraulic, wet multidisc 

DIMENSIONS 

Wheelbase 

1480mm 

Seat height 

950mm 

Ground clearance 

355mm 

Dry weight 

105kg 

SUSPENSION 

Fork WP 48mm USD, adjustable 


compression and rebound, 300mm travel 
Shock WP progressive shock with linkage, 
multi-adjustable, 330mm travel 


with reed-valve induction 


Displacement 

249cc 

Bore x stroke 

66.4 x 72mm 

Compression ratio 

7.9 to 9.4:1 

Carburettor 

Keihin PWK38S 

Fuel capacity 

8.0L 

Transmission 

Five-speed, wide ratio 

Clutch 

Cable, wet multidisc 

DIMENSIONS 

Wheelbase 

1486mm 

Seat height 

970mm 

Ground clearance 

361mm 

Dry weight 

98kg 

| SUSPENSION 


Fork KYB Speed-Sensitive USD; fully- 


adjustable, 300mm travel 
Shock KYB Monoshock with linkage, 
multi-adjustable, 315mm travel 



• Range limited by 
small tank 
• Kickstart only 


BRAKES 


BRAKES 


RUNNING GEAR 


Handlebar Oxia tapered aluminium Handlebar 
Front Michelin Enduro Comp 90/100x21 Front 
Rear Michelin Enduro Comp 140/80 x"l8~|pRear 


RUNNING GEAR 


PRICE AND CONTACTS 


PRICE & CONTACTS 


Front Brembo 260mm wave disc Front Nissin 250mm wave disc 

Rear Brembo 220mm wave disc Rear Nissan 245mm wave disc 


$11,590 


I Distributor 


Mojo Motorcycles j 


Phone number 


(03) 9918 8000 


Six months parts and labour | 


|~RRP 

$10,499 1 

Distributor 

Yamaha Motor Australia 

Phone number 

(02) 9757 0011 

Warranty 

Three months parts only 


Tapered aluminium 
Dunlop AT81F 90/90x21 
Dunlop AT81 110/100x18 
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. LIGHTWEIGHT CARBON. KEVLAR- & FIBERGLASS SHELL = Less foligue + increased protection . M2R ’SUPERB COMFORT’ LINER 
Easy to remove and clean . LARGE OPENING MAKES THE X2.6 EASY TO PULL ON & OFF - Perfect for tong trail rides! 

. RACE BRED FLOW THROUGH VENTILATION WITH INCREASED EXHAUST Keeps you cool • CREATED & SIZED FOR AUSTRALIAN 
CONDITIONS & RIDERS > ’PLUS SIZED’ FIT WITH ENHANCED COMFORT For larger riders In XL ond XXL sizes 



FACTORY TEST I GAVIN FAITH’S PENRITE HONDA CRF450R 




MX Editor Lee Hogan finds out 
what happens when you let an 
arenacross hero mess with a 
CRF450R 


vvunuo // llc nuvjMi^ 

PHOTOS // MAX PETERS 





DECOTIS CRF250R 

In issue #438 we tested Jimmy Decotis’ ASX2-winning 
Honda CRF250R. This issue we throw a leg over his American 
teammate's CRF450R to see if we can pick the differences in 
setup between two riders from different disciplines, with different 
capacity machines. 
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renacross expert Gavin Faith is a 
lanky Yanky from Duncombe, 
Iowa, who has won two Australian 
SX2 titles on a CRF250R and 
done so in a smooth and 
calculated manner. For 2015, 
Penrite Flonda offered Faith a 
deal to step up to SX1 and he jumped at it. 

The team put tiny supercrosser Jimmy 
Decotis on its CRF250R and he dominated, 
while Faith took the reigns of the 450cc 
machine. Fie scored two podiums in six 
rounds, with the standout coming on the 
first night at Sydney’s Allphones Arena, 
where he finished alongside Chad Reed. 

But his season ended abruptly the 
following night when he went over the 
hangers, was knocked out and rushed to 


hospital. Havi ng tested the Decotis 250 a few 
days before (ssen in ADB issue #438) we 
wanted to find out just how differently the two 
Americans had sculpted their bikes. 

Would a supercrosser like Decotis and the 
guy who came third in last year’s Amsoil 
Arenacross Championship in the USA really 
mix things up? 

Would Faith’s 450 be tuned with the sort of 
creamy power and stiff suspension you need 
for the tight racing of the arenacross tracks he 
runs on back home or would it be similar to 
Decotis’ set-up? 

As you might expect, Faith’s bike was very 
much as you would imagine for a rider who 
usually rides a 250, with mechanic Blair 
Meyer saying that the engine was built to be 
smooth and torquey. 








POWERPLANT 

The powerplant was almost exactly the way I 
expected it to be. A torque monster right off 
the bottom, running in to a strong but 
super-smooth mid-range followed by a top-end 
that reminds you that these bikes should never 
really be ridden up that high in the rev range. 

This bike likes to be short shifted and 
lugged around the track. It has that much 
bottom-end that even with my 85kg body 
weight I could still pull third gear starts. 
Everything about this engine tells me it has 
been developed for a rider who has just 
hopped off a 250cc and isn’t carrying any 
extra kilos. 

Having ridden many factory 450cc bikes 


WD 

MAK 


S BIKE 


FAS 


Most of the time I would answer this question with a no. But the 
majority of riders out there would really find riding a pleasure on 
Faith's 450. The motor allows for riders to either pull a tall gear or 
ride lazy and just hold cogs around the track. You’ll find that this 
motor still treats you well. It won’t be as fast as if you short shift 
it but the motor won’t punish you like most factory weapons will if 
you let it rev right up into the soprano range. 

The suspension may be a tad on the firm side for the majority of 
riders but by going a few clicks softer here and there you would 
find that this package would certainly be rideable, even around a 
rough outdoor motocross track. And one thing you can be assured 
of is that you can charge the jumps all day long. 




HanHa Rantnq 





over the past couple of years I must say that 
this bike doesn’t compare in peak horsepower 
to a Kirk Gibbs’ Motorex KTM, a Matt Moss 
Motul Suzuki or a Dan Reardon CDR Yamaha 
and is nowhere near the fastest bike I have 
ridden in recent years, Jay Marmont’s 2014 
CRF450R supercrosser, for example. 

But a bike with that type of punch would 
almost rip Faith’s arms out of their sockets. It 
may seem difficult to compare a 250 with a 
450 but when comparing Decotis’ 250 with 
Faith’s 450 you have two engines that are 
almost a carbon copy of each other. Just one 
has more cubes. 

Both engines have enormous amounts of 
torque, flowing into a smooth and strong 
mid-range with very little top-end over rev. 
Without going into exact horsepower readings 
it is fair to say that Decotis’ CRF250R puts 
out somewhere in the low 40 horsepower 
range while Faith’s 450 reaches right up close 


to 60hp. Both motors have had a lot of 
thought put into their development and make 
riding seem easier than it quite often does on 
other bikes. 

SUSPENSION 

Flere is where we get some differences in bike 
setup between the two riders. My time on 
Faith’s bike (keep in mind his Arenacross 
background) proved that his suspension was a 
tad different to his smooth motor package. 

The suspension had been set up to reward 
aggression and loved being pushed hard into 
the face of jumps. And as I was quickly 
remembering, supercross suspension allows 
you to over-jump landing ramps to touch down 
way out on the flat with ease. 

The suspension on Faith’s bike was 
noticeably firmer than that of Decotis, while 
the riding position was more stretched out. 
The handlebar on Decotis’ bike was cut down 


to be quite narrow while Faith’s was stock 
length and felt extremely comfortable. 

To be honest, I could go and race Faith’s 
450 with no changes to the ’bar, suspension 
or chassis. The only change I would make 
would be to add a bit more mumbo to the 
top-end. 

ERGOS 

The main thing you need to consider with 
these two riders is that one is possibly one of 
the shortest top-level riders on the planet, 
while the other is quite the opposite. 

Faith is tall, with long legs, arms and torso, 
while Decotis has short legs, short arms and a 
short torso. The different body types call for 
quite different bike set-ups. 

Faith’s bike has a wide handlebar that is 
positioned further forward. Everything feels 
spaced out and positioned nicely on Faith’s 
bike with plenty of room to move around. 


With Decotis’ 250 and Faith’s 450 
you have two engines that are almost 
carbon copies of each other 










WHAT WOULD I CHANGE? 

Not much at all! It is important to remember that this bike has 
been set up for a rider almost 10kg lighter than me who has 
had limited time on a 450cc machine. I really liked the engine 
but a bit more peak horsepower would be nice to blow your 
hair back and pop you over the scariest of jumps even if you 
make a mistake exiting the corner before. 

The suspension worked fine for me so no changes needed to 
be made there. I loved the ’bar, levers, gripper seat and tyres. 
I do find that a 280mm front disc works a bit better than the 
270mm unit used by the team so that would be something that 
I would change. Other than that, the package that I rode would 
suit me down to the ground. 




TRICK STUFF 

• Zeta clutch perch 

• Zeta brake lever 

• EZE front and rear wheels 

• EZE triple-clamps 

• EZE ’bar clamps 

• Tag XT1 handlebar 
• Raptor footpegs 

• Topline gripper seat cover 

• Braking 270m wave front disc 

• Braking wave rear disc 

» SPMX valved and sprung suspension 

• GET GP1 Evo ignition 


• GPA 10-stage traction knob 

• ECU map switch 

> ALL ECU mapping done at SPMX 

• Standard camshaft 

• Geico head with SPMX porting 

• Del West valves & springs 

• Standard piston 

• Pro X clutch basket, hub and 

pressure plate 

• Honda clutch plates 

• Tokyo Mods clutch springs 

• Tokyo Mods engine breather 
• Akrapovic exhaust system 



HOW DOES THE 
TRACTION CONTROL WORK? 

The GET ignition system has a knob up near the handlebar that 
allows the rider to choose the amount of traction control. The higher 
the number on the dial the more traction control you get. 

Gavin Faith and Jimmy Decotis used the traction control numerous 
times during the 2015 Australian Supercross Championships but 
nowhere more than at the slippery Jimboomba round in Queensland, 
where both riders wound the dials right up. 

I convinced myself that I was big enough and strong enough to not 
need traction control. But I have to admit that when I tweaked the 
dial to test it on a slick, flat corner that had just been watered I 
did find it easier to make it safely out the other side. 

More to the point, I didn’t have to concentrate quite as 
much and could almost just pin it and hope for the best. 

If I did that with the traction control switched off I 
would certainly have been sitting on my butt. 




Lee tries to bottom out the SPMX suspension package 


Hogan goes off to find more peak horsepower 


SPANNER MAN SPEAKS 

LEE HOGAN: How quickly did Gavin get back into the groove in 
Australia before round one? 

BLAIR MEYER: Both Gavin and Jimmy flew in five days before 
round one of the championship so our main goal was to get the 
race engine package sorted. The tyres weren’t tested properly 
until the mid-season break as we just had no time. We had a 
gearing start point and fine tuned it from track to track. 

LH: Was there anything in particular that threw the boys a bit? 
BM: For Gavin it was no issue being back in Australia. He has 
raced many years in a row here and he is comfortable with 
everything about the place. The climate, the tracks, his 
competitors etc! It was really just the jump in bike size from the 
250 to the 450 that Gavin had to wrap his head around. And also 
a whole new field of competitors whom he hadn’t raced before. 
LH: Was Gavin particularly fussy when it came to suspension 
set-up on the 450? 

BM: We spent one and a bit days testing the suspension when he 
arrived. He knew what he wanted but just wasn’t sure how to get 
there. After a solid first day we were very close and finished it 
off the second day with a few small changes and he was happy 
after that. 

ADB: Being a Dunlop rider back in America did it take Gavin long 
to get used to the Pirelli tyres? 

BM: Coming from the USA and having only used Pirelli when he 
was in Australia each year he took a little bit to get used to 
them. He started off with the trusty old MX32 for three rounds 
front and rear and at the midway break he tried the hardpack 
486 and absolutely loved that. 

LH: How was Gavin’s personal set-up on things such as the 
handlebar and lever positioning? 

BM: Like all riders he fine-tuned his ’bar position and lever 
position at each round very slightly but, overall, Gavin has a 
fairly neutral set-up. Particularly for a reasonably tall rider with 
long legs, adb 


I could go and race 
Faith’s 450 with no 
changes to the 'bar, 
suspension or chassis 


LDCATIDN 


The track we used to test Gavin Faith’s bike was on a private 
property deep in the south-eastern fringe of Melbourne. A 
property tucked away nicely, surrounded by country roads and 
farm houses with not one, but two tracks to choose from. One 
of them was a manicured arenacross-style track with the other 
an outdoor track with loamy dirt, fast corners and a few bumps 
to unsettle the bike. I swapped between tracks throughout my 
day of testing, making sure that I got plenty of time on both. A 
little bit of moisture was put down on both tracks for me by the 
owner and a few corners fluffed up especially to be blasted to 
smithereens to try to nail the coveted ADB cover shot. 
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^ TRANSLUCENT FUEL TANK 
^ SHERCO RADIATOR GUARDS 

NEW CYLINDER NEW TRANSMISSION GEARS 

NEW EFI MAPPING NEW INJECTOR BODY (300) 
NEW FRONT FENDER NEW PISTON AND ROD (450) 
NEW HAND GUARDS NEW KEYLESS STARTING SYSTEM 
STROKE REDESIGNED SUB-FRAME NEW WATER PUMP GASKET 


^ UNIQUE SIX DAYS GRAPHICS 
^ SIX DAYS SEAT COVER 

NEW CLUTCH NEW IGNITION CURVE 

NEW FOOTPEGS REDESIGNED SILENCER 

NEW PISTON (300) REDESIGNED SUB-FRAME 

NEW VALVE TIMING NEW DLC WATER PUMP SHAFT 

STROKE NEW CYLINDER HEAD NEW FRONT FENDER 
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sherco.com.au 


facebook.com/shercoaustralia 


© 


instagram.com/sherco_australia 
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Mojo Motorcycles 




SUBSCRIBE TO ADB & GET DIRT 


■ 15 issues of ADB magazine 

■ Each issue of ADB for only $5.66 instead of $9.50 in store 

■ FREE delivery direct to your door or PO Box 

■ NO PRICE RISES during your subscription period 

■ A PERFECT GIFT that lasts 1 5 months 

■ Offer ends April 3, 2016! 


Visit www.magshop.com.au/australasian-dirt-bike 


*Savings based on cover price of $9.50. Offer commences 7 Mar 201 6 and ends 3 Apr 2016. Terms and conditions apply, please visit www.magshop.com.au/australasian-dirt-bike to view full terms and conditions. 
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TRIALS TEST I BETA ALP-200 


WORDS & PHOTOS // MITCH LEES 


Main: A clever package in a shortish 
1370mm wheelbase 

1. Tank minus plastic 'bra' 

2. Headlight and wiring removed 

3. Yes, you read that right 

4. Road legal ... in Italy maybe 
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Beta’s Alp is not 
just a trailbike. Peel 
away the outer 
clothing and you’ll 
find a hard-core 
trials machine 


E nduro riders have been using 
trials riding as a form of training 
for years. It helps improve their 
slow-speed riding and technical 
skills. While enduroes in Australia are 
now predominantly contested on 
bush-based motocross tracks rather than 
hardcore technical trails, much of what 
we do out in the forest every other 
weekend requires some sort of 
trials-based skillset. 

While most of us would love a training 
mule to use in the backyard that 
wouldn’t piss off Wilson from Home 
Improvement, and the reality of owning 
two bikes ain’t gonna sit well with the 
Minister of Finance. It also takes up 
valuable garage space that could be 
better used housing a refrigeration 
device for cold beverages. This is where 
the Beta Alp comes in. 

The Beta Alp is a cross-dressing trail 
muncher with the ability to switch from 
humble singletrack killer to rock- 
hopping trials companion in less than 
10 minutes. All you need is a T-bar and 
the mechanical skills of a muppet and 
you’ll have this 200cc trailbike looking 
and feeling like a mountain goat. 

But just who would find this kind of 
machine useful? It isn’t the race-bred 
enduro buccaneer who spends more 
time with the throttle on the stopper or 
your weekend warrior who just wants to 
play chicken with oncoming four-wheel 
drives in the High Country. 

The Beta Alp has a specific target 
market among adventurous trailriders 
and curious trials riders. 


mDRE 

mm 


THE EVE 




To convert the Alp from a 
trailbike to a trials bike you 
remove the seat, tank shrouds, 
headlight and plug-in wiring. 

The sidestand also can be 
removed. All this can be done 
with the Beta toolkit. 


Unbolting the headlight still 
leaves you with the ignition 
key and steering lock, which 
might come in handy one 
night when you're camping. 
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BEGINNER’S BULLDOZER 

If you consider yourself somewhat 
talented on an enduro bike then 
the Beta Alp may leave you more 
frustrated than a eunuch with a 
gift voucher for a brothel. The 
Suzuki-supplied 199cc SOHC 
engine produces similar power to a 
Honda XR200 and things like 
lofting the front wheel require 
significant clutch work. 

The Alp was never meant to be 
piloted by someone like Toby 
Price. Its docile engine, soft 
suspension and lounge-like cockpit 
are ideal for novice trailriders. 
There are several other options on 
the market for these guys, like the 
Yamaha TT-R 230 or XT250, 
Honda’s CRF230F or Suzuki’s 
DR200S, but none of them double 
as a trials bike. 

After a few hours in the Otways 
State Forest it was clear this bike 
was built for beginners. The 
suspension doesn’t like bouncing 
through trees at break neck speed 
like a Beta 300RR enduro bike 
and the power output makes you 
feel like you’re dragging a snow 
plough. But for a beginner this is 
perfect. It’s easy to develop 
throttle and clutch control and get 
your head around the suspension 
action without feeling like you’ve 


gone 12 rounds with Mike Tyson 
when you hop off. 

Two years ago I got married. For 
those who’ve signed on the dotted 
line, you will know how hard it can 
be to get out for a weekend ride 
now that you’ve got important 
shopping to do at Home Depot. 
However, I’ve often floated the 
idea of buying a small bike for my 
wife to learn on so she could join 
me on the trails. Anything to get 
out there right?! 

Her eyes light up every time I 
mention it, but the only problem is, 

I don’t want to spend the coin on a 
beginner bike only for it to be used 
once a month for just an hour here 
or there. 

SOLUTION 

The Alp could be the solution. 

With a seat height of 830mm 
(with the foam on) and a dry 
weight of 108kg, the Beta is ideal 
for my wife, who just clears the 
bar for the BIG9 at Dream World. 

The trials heritage of the Alp 
means the weight is down low. 

This makes it a very easy bike to 
balance on and pick up if the 
handlebar takes a soil sample. The 
clutch and throttle are so smooth 
you could dump the clutch and 
still struggle to loop out into a 


w 
• ' 

m 


UNPLUG THE 
WIRING LOOM 

Now it's time to unplug the 
headlight wiring and flick 
those indicators into the parts 
box. With no ADR compliance 
they don't make the bike legal. 
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HEAVY DUTY CASHBACK 

ON THESE TOUGH WORKING VEHICLES 

+ 8,99% L9W RATE FINANCE 



— ■TB l=QRCI5 65 Q MXMI 


STOCKMAN 


750 MXMI 


■aiailTE FORCE 300 


GO TO YOUR LOCAL KAWASAKI DEALER TODAY TO GET YOUR HARD WORKING DEAL OR THE 
TOUGH RANGE OF KAWASAKI A6 PRODUCTS WWW.KAWASAKI.COM.AU/DEALERS/FIND-A-DEALER 


Available at participating dealerships only. The Hard Working AG Deals Cash Back is to be used when vehicle is purchased as a reduction in the 
price. $500 cash back on Stockman and Brute Force 300 (KVF300). $750 cash back on KVF360, Brute Force 650 4x4i (KVF650), Brute Force 750 
4x4i (KVF750). Promotion available from 22/1/16 - 31/03/16. Vehicle is to be collected from the dealership prior to the end date of the promotion 
to be eligible for the cash back. The model year, colour and graphics may vary on the dealership floors when compared to the promotional 
materials. #Terms and conditions apply. Finance for credit approved purchasers only. The finance offer is for amounts and terms shown above. 
The comparison rate is based on a secured loan of $30,000 for a term of 5 years at the annual percentage rate shown above. The amount of credit 
provided to you and the term of the loan may be different to this. WARNING: The comparison rate only applies to the example given and may not 
include all fees and charges. Different terms, fees or other loan amounts might result in a different comparison rate. Finance is provided by KMAF 
Pty Ltd t/a Kawasaki Motors Finance ABN 24 143 970 094 Australian Credit Licence No. 391531. 


kawasakiaus 


Kawasaki 

Insurances 


Kawasaki 

Motors Finance 


www.kawasaki.com.au 


Kawasaki 







tree. The brakes are easy on the 
shoulders and the chance of 
getting arm pump with the soft 
suspension is minimal. 

But the best aspect of the 
Beta if your partner doesn’t 
obsess over dirtbikes like we do 
is that once he or she is over 
the initial thrill and the Alp is 
collecting dust in the corner of 
the garage, you can remove the 
trail bits (see sidebar on 
previous page) and sneak off for 
some trials riding. 

Even if your other half has 
taken to dirtbikes like a duck to 
water there’s still the option of 
converting it to trials for some 
weeknight hip-hop dancing and 
then bolting the seat back on 
when your partner wants a 
squirt in the bush. 

Kinda like killing two birds 
with one stone, except that only 
one of them is a bird. 


OLD TIMER 

So you’re a trailrider from way 
back and all this fuel injection 
and mapping nonsense scares 
the crap out of you [that and 
your new hip can’t take the 
impact of a tree stump in third 
gear while your arse has lost all 
perkiness and looks like a fried 
egg hanging from a nail]. This 
Beta is for you. 

The Alps’ ergonomics and 
seat suit the lazy rider. If you 
just want to get from A to B in 
the bush without lifting your 
butt off the seat the Alp will do 
it fine and, with a ground 
clearance of 300mm, it will 
hardly require you to loft the 
front wheel. 

The seat is wide and 
comfortable and the cockpit 
basic. But if you feel like 
attempting to resurrect your 
tree-hopping skills, remove the 



Single-cylinder, SOHC 


66mm x 58.2mm 


Compression ratio 


Mikuni BST31 42AD 


Seat height 830mm (725mm without seat) 

I Ground clearance 300mm 


| Total weight (dry) 


Suspension 


| Fr ont Conventional fork with 170mm travel 

iar Monoshock with adjustable 



Running gear 


Mitas Trial 90/90x21 
Mitas Trial 120/80x 18 


Main: Chris Harris risks a knee injury 
Inset: Ready to go trailriding 


Price & contacts 








ofi 




Main. Svelte Charris almosts lifts the front 

1. Kick and electric starting is convenient 

2. Trials riders don't si.( down much and very 
few produce large famijies 

3. Mitas supplies the trials rubber 


' * 
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plastics and have a go! The best 
part is when you cartwheel down 
the hill after attempting to hop a 
log no bigger than a twig, you’ll 
still have enough coin to replace 
your hip as all the Alp’s precious 
cosmetic bits have been removed. 

CURIOUS TRIALS PILOT 

And finally, for trials riders 
wanting to go trailriding with their 
buds on a weekend but lacking 
the gear for recreational 
registration, the Alp qualifies 
without problems. The Alp can be 
easily converted into a rec reg 
trailbike by bolting the headlight, 
plastics and seat back on. 

Quite often when riding with 
trials riders I’ve noticed they’re 
not into the high-speed stuff. I’ll 
find myself waiting on corners for 
them to catch up when we go 
trailriding but as soon as it comes 
to a hill climb they smile and 
wave as they pass me stuck under 
my bike. Most trials riders will find 
the Alp sufficient as a trailbike. 

Obviously the Alp is not going 
to be as competent as your Beta 
EVO 2T 300 trials machine, but it 
will serve as a great introduction 
to the sport for beginners, adb 


SMILES ALL 
ROUND 

The Alp aims to be two entry-level bikes 
in one, so let’s do the math on that. If 
you’re looking to buy two bikes, what can 
six grand actually get you? 

Sure, you’ll get a sweet second-hand 
trials bike if you’re patient and cast a 
wide net (they sell within a finger click, 
by the way), but that leaves little in the 
kitty for a traillie, let alone a half-decent 
one. Compromises are imminent; robbing 
Peter to pay Paul. 

The Beta, meanwhile, doesn’t 
pretend to be cutting-edge in either 
discipline and it doesn’t need to. What 
you’re getting, though, is the value and 
versatility of two very competent bikes in 
one, and peace of mind that comes with 
a six-month new-bike warranty. 

It’s a user-friendly plaything that will 
help develop the skills of any rider, 
especially for getting into the trials side 
of things and the discipline of standing. 

It ticks a lot of boxes for newbies like 
me. Whether you’re an expert or novice, 

I doubt you’d step off it without a smile 
on your face. All that for six grand. That 
brings a new meaning to cheap and 
cheerful. 

-- Chris Harris 


MOTIVE 

POWER 

You might recognise the Alp 
engine. It comes courtesy of 
the Suzuki DR200S, another 
playbike that isn't road legal 
but is just about unbreakable. 







4 STROKE SBCC ENGIISE WITH ELECTRIC START 
ADJ THROTTLE CONTROL FDR BEGINNERS 
4 SP SEMI AUTOMATIC/ G55MM SEAT HEIGHT 
60QMM USD FR FORKS W CNC TRIPLE CLAMPS 
2G5MM ADJUSTABLE REAR SHOCK 
FRONT & REAR DEC BRAKES 
TYRE SIZES: FR BO/1 00-12 1 RR 3001 0 




AVAILABLE TN SIX 
COLOUR OPTIONS 


Professional Importer support 6 months warranty 1 O + models in the range 


OLD: Gold Coast - Action M/C Gold Coast 07 5596 6692 1 Slacks Creek - Full Throttle M/C D7 3209 1 977 1 Toowoomba - Toowoomba Bikes & Bits 07 4632 1 700 

Stanthorpe - JSI M/C & Small &*gines 07 4681 1 653 1 Cabocltune - Brisbane M/C 07 5499 0733 1 Gladstone - Mild to Wild M/C 07 4972 8662 1 Mackay - Jeff's Bikes £ Bits 07 4944 0200 
Townsville - JH’s M|/C Q7 4775 22B6 

NSW: South Lismore -Town & Country M/C 02 6622 5373 1 Grafton - Cross Roads Grafton 02 6649 1 933 1 Wauchope - Mud IN' Tar M/C 02 6585 1 746 
Cessnock - Cessnock KTM 02 4990 2527 1 West Gosford - ProRecer M/C 02 4323 4969 1 Dubbo Dubbo City M/C C2 8682 8BB4 1 Denifiq j n Riverina M/C 04 5559 3963 
North Richmond - M.R.D. M/C 02 4571 41 94 1 Penrith - Sutto's M/C Supply 02 4737 9566 1 'am worth - Auto Mote Garage 02 6762 01 D1 1 Cowra - All Service Motors 02 6342 2590 
Wollongong - Dirt Bike Factory 02 4220 7431 | Yass - Wright M/C 02 6226 41 SB | Wagga Wagga Wagga Outdoor P/E 02 6921 75BO 
ACT: Qoeanbeyan - Oahlte M/C02 6209 0028 

VC: Echuca - Mato Shack 03 54S0 3333 1 Cobram - Cobram M/C 03 5872 2967 1 Leongatha ■ Marnots MPE 03 5662 2028 j Seaford - Bymers M/C D3 9766 9060 
Thomsstown High Octane M/C 03 9465 3555 1 Wodonga - K0P Offroad 02 6056 1 900 
SA: Adelaide DA M/C 08 6281 8933 1 
WA: Rockingham - West Coast Scooters & M/C 00 9592 2203 

# At participating YCF Dealers, Prices; ^Specifications subject to change without notice 


ESP 


YCF Motorcycles - Fun Bikes for the whole family 


@YCFAustralia 


| Imported by Lowry Austra I ia YCF is lock! ng to expa n d its national dealer network in 201 6, enquiries are welcome 07 55 202 463 www. yef-motoreye les. com . au 







FIRST RIDE I YAMAHA YZ450FX 


WORDS // MITCH LEES PHOTOS // GEOFF OSBORNE 


IF THE YZ450F AND THE 
WR450F HAD A BABY, 
THIS WOULD BE IT 


4 
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YAMAHA 

YZ450FX 





aaSB 


* ‘ 4 * 


WHY QUEENSTOWN? 


If you think Queenstown, New Zealand, is an 
odd place for a launch you clearly haven’t 
been there. It is an epic location, with some 
of the best scenery in the world. 
Unfortunately, it was really dusty, but hosts 
the Columbs, from Off Road Adventures 
Queenstown, ensured the riding was still at a 
premium and all journos were given free 
reign on their large property to do whatever 
we saw fit to test the YZ450FX’s ability. 

We kicked off the day on a fast, race-like, 
test loop (in keeping with the YZ450FX’s 
intended purpose) before heading off for a 
long trailride that included everything from 
singletrack to fire roads, hill climbs and even 
a few deep river crossings (glad the airbox is 
above the saddle). 
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J ust over a year ago, Yamaha 
introduced the YZ250FX to the 
world via a launch in the land of 
Lord of the Rings - Queenstown, 

New Zealand. That followed the 
launch of the all-new WR250F a month 
earlier in NSW and showed the world 
what Yamaha was going to do every time 
it released a new model. 

In an effort to corner the enduro and off-road 
market, Yamaha now builds several versions of 
each model to suit different appetites, using the 
same proven platform. The YZ450FX is the 
cross-country version of the WR450F enduro 
released late last year. 

The YZ450FX has borrowed the five-speed, 
wide-ratio gearbox, engine mounts, electric 
start, 18-inch rear wheel, sidestand and 
bashplate from the WR450F while the YZ450F 
was just pillaged for its muffler (if you ignore 
the engine, chassis, suspension and ergos). 

So, the only things unique to the YZ450FX 
are its enduro-spec suspension, the ECU and 
the non-anodised rims. So does that make 
much of a difference? You bet your bottom 
dollar it does! It’s amazing how much of a 
difference small changes have made to the 
newest of these triplets. 

So if your blood bleeds blue, why should or 
shouldn’t you pick the YZ450FX over the 
YZ450F or WR450F? 


WHY IT’S BETTER 

SUSPENSION: Of all three machines, the 
YZ450FX suits my riding ability, weight and 
speed down to the ground. With gear I tip the 
scales at 100kg, and my speed would be that of 
a decent trailrider. 

I compete in the Clubman class when I put 
the race face on and the thought of doing a 
three-hour cross country makes my body ache. 
Most of the riding I do is on the trail and the 
slightly firmer suspension set-up, achieved via a 
different shim stack and damping, helps the 
YZ-FX sit up a little more in the stroke under 
my weight. 

It’s not as firm or twitchy as the YZ450F, and 
doesn’t lumber like a lounge chair on wheels 
like the WR450F does. Despite running the 
same shock as the YZ-F and WR-F, the 
slow-speed compression, rebound and 
high-speed compression damping on the FX 
have all been adapted for enduro racing, not 
trailriding (see sidebar). 

The firmer damping means the spring rate 
was probably okay for my weight. 

As for the twin-chamber 48mm USD KYB 
fork, it also has been adapted for enduro racing. 
Slight adjustments to the compression damping 
clickers stiffened up the front-end, which 
rewarded those willing to push it a little harder 
than they would a WR450F. 


LIGHT 

TOUCH 

UFO supplies the licence 
plate holder, which forms part 
of the lighting kit and includes 
a brake light circuit. 
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THIRD GEAR IS LIKE 
AUTDPILDT FDR THE 

m m bb» a bo m m m m m 


BRAKE 

LIGHT 

A brakelight switch operates 
off the top of the rear master 
cylinder to meet rec rego 
requirements for night riding. 


FRONT 

STOPPER 

The front disc is the 270mm 
wave unit shared with the 
WR-F and YZ-F and offers 
good stopping power. 



ENGINE 

ROOM 

The FX runs the same piston 
and ring as the YZ-F but 
has more torque courtesy of 
tweaks to the ECU. 
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It was only much later 
that Mitch realised this 
was a dead end 


When we hear XR we think of the mighty 
XR250, 350, 400 and 600 Hondas. 
But when Yamaha uses the term XR in 
connection with the YZ-FX, it is to signify 
that it has the rec rego kit fitted. The ‘R’ 
models come with headlight, taillight 
(including rear brakelight), sidestand and 
horn fitted by YRD in Melbourne and will 
cost you an extra $500. 


FUEL 

CAPACITY 

The tank's 7.5 litres won’t get 
you across the Nullarbor, but 
we did manage a four-hour 
trailride in the afternoon. 



HIGH-OH 

FILTER 

The filter is parked under the 
handlebar and out of the way 
of dust and water. This was 
the filter after a day of dusty 
riding and water crossings. 


72 | APRIL 2016 www.adbmag.com.au 



THE ONLY THINGS UNIQUE TD THE YZ45DFX 
ARE ITS ENDURD SPEC SUSPENSION 
THE ECU AND NUN ANDDISED RIMS 



TORQUE MONSTER 

Changes to the ECU have transformed the engine 
from that of the YZ450F motocrosser. The FX 
produces similar torque to the WR450F, but with a 
little more fire. This does require more throttle and 
clutch control than needed for a WR450F, but the 
reward is a bike that you can leave in one gear for the 
most part of your riding. 

Third gear is like autopilot for the YZ450FX. 

Plenty of torque for long climbs (although you’d be 
better stomping on the gearlever and finding second) 
and a long enough tooth to hum on singletrack and 
fire roads. 

The YZ450FX runs the same internal setup as the 
YZ450F and WR450F, with four titanium valves plus 
the same piston and ring as the YZ450F. 

LESS BULK: The WR450F carries a bulky, heavy 
headlight for ADR compliance. It makes the bike feel 
a little fatter around the handlebar and can give you 
the feeling that it is heavier and less agile in the 
front-end. The instrument cluster and other ADR gear 
doesn’t help either. 

The YZ450FX has a slim, better looking headlight 
available as part of the optional lighting kit that does 
not protrude as much as the WR-F one does. But this 
“extra-terrestrial” headlight, which is also used in the 
lighting kit on the YZ250FX and YZ250X has divided 
enduro pundits because of its odd look. 

Some have written to us saying they hate the UFO 
Stealth headlight and think it looks alien, while 
others prefer the more contemporary look it has 
thanks to the LED strips. I much prefer the look and 
feel of the UFO headlight over the WR-F one, just 
don’t plan on going night riding. 

STOP PRESS!: That’s exactly what the YZ-F brakes 
fitted to the YZ450FX did, they stopped the press, or 
journos. The brakes front and rear are straight off the 
YZ-F, including the 270mm front disc. The stopping 
power is excellent. 



YAMAHA YZ450X 


Type 

Displacement 
Bore x stroke 
Cooling 

Compression ratio 
Fuel metering 
Fuel capacity 
Transmission 
Clutch 


Single-cylinder, DOHC 


_449cc 


97.0mm x 60.8mm 


Liquid 


12.5:1 


44mm EFI 


Constant-mesh, five-speed 


Wet, multi-plate 


Wheelbase 
Seat height 
Ground clearance 
Dry weight 


1465mm 


965mm 


325mm 


112kg 


Fork 

Shock 


KYB 48mm closed cartridge, 
speed sensitive, 310mm 

KYB monoshock, 313mm 


Front 

Rear 


RUNNING GEAR 


Handlebar 
Front tyre 
Rear tyre 


PRICE & CONTACTS 


RRP 

Distributor 

Warranty 


Nissin, 270mm wave disc 
Nissin, 245mm wave discc 

Yamaha tapered 

Dunlop AT81F 90/90-21 54M 
Dunlop AT81 130/90 -18 69S 

$12,499 

yamaha-motor.com.au 

Three months parts 


HARD 

RUBBER 


Dunlop AT81s are a great 
wearing tyre but don't offer as 
much traction as the 
motocross range. 



STOPPING 

POWER 

The rear brake is straight off 
the YZ-450F and provides 
excellent stopping power. It 
will be interesting to see how 
they fare on long trailrides. 
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1 MODEL 

WR450F 

YZ450F 

YZ450FX 

Front wheel travel [mm] 

310 

310 

310 

Spring rate [N/mm] 

4.5 

4.7 

4.5 

Rebound damping setting [notch] 

9 

8 

9 

Compression damping setting [notch] 

12 

8 

9 

MODEL 

WR450F 

YZ450F 

YZ450FX 

Rear wheel travel [mm] 

313 

315 

313 

Spring rate [N/mm] 

56 

56 

56 

Rebound damping setting [notch] 

10 

12 

12 

Fast compression damping setting [notch] 

1-1/2 

1-1/8 

1-5/8 

Slow compression damping setting [notch] 

11 

10 

8 


WHY IT’S NOT BETTER 

NO ADR: Not being able to ride this thing on 
roads is a major drawback. Unless you ride only 
on private property or live in states with rec rego 
(Victoria and Tassie), this bike will be 
impractical. As a race bike it is a great thing, 
but without registration it is illegal to ride this 
bike in state forests. 

It’s a shame because I feel as though it is 
better than the WR450F, even for the average 
punter who prefers to sit down rather than stand 
up and is thinking about the beer rather than 
the bush. 

KEEPING COOL: Of the 15 or so bikes at the 
launch, not one boiled all day. However, the 
mercury never eclipsed 24 degrees and we were 
regularly in and out of water with minimal 
slow-speed, air-restricting riding. 

A thermo fan fitted would help with your 
peace of mind when grinding out slow, humid, 
muddy sections in northern Australia. That 
being said, it is one more thing to break and a 
little more weight to carry. 

BLISTER BUSTERS: I know I have soft hands 
from pounding on a keyboard all day, but the 
half-waffle handgrips that come standard on the 
YZ450FX are rock hard and uncomfortable. I’ve 
always hated half-waffle grips and, as a 
trailrider, never understood their appeal as, in 
my opinion, the half-waffle grips don’t offer 
more grip or better wear than softer options. 

I would prefer to see Yamaha go with softer, 
more comfortable grips, especially if this bike is 
going to be used in events such as the 
Australian Four-Day Enduro. 

SEAT SHAPE: I struggled with the shape of the 
seat and found it hard to get to the front of the 
bike. This could also be a result of the wide 
shrouds. The natural shape forced me to the 
middle of the seat and it felt like I was sitting in 
the bike, rather than on top and up the front of 
the bike. If I was buying the YZ450FX I'd opt 
for a flatter and possibly taller seat. 

FAVOURITE TRIPLET 

The YZ450FX is the pick of the bunch for me 
and, according to Josh Coppins, who was 
instrumental in developing the bike, an 
excellent motocrosser as well. The YZ450FX 
offers the best engine of the 450 Yami triplets 
and the best suspension setup for the typical 
Aussie bloke (let’s face it, we’re bigger built 
than riders in most of the nations these bikes 
are designed for, except the USA). 

A lack of ADR compliance is a big let down, 
but with states like NSW on the verge of getting 
rec reg (see pl6) and sales of cross-country 
models on the increase, we may not have to 
wait too long before this bike is legal to ride in 
the bush in a third state, adb 
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BODY PROTECTOR 

prS^IStos^ined 


CHEST 

PROTECTION 


SACK 

PROTECTION 


SHOULDER 

PROTECTION 


ELBOW 

PROTECTION 


FLANK 

PROTECTION 


Chest and back protection are certifiecUto the highest Level 2 standard 
t 47 Ventilation slots & perforatecL^DF foam for maximum cooling 
^pldjustable to help ensure a grea^J^ Integrated Kidney belt Easy neck brace integration 
moisture wicking fabric Available in S/M - XXL 

YOUR FULLYJim^ATED CE CERTIFIED PROTECTION NOW 


Also Available in Black 

DISTRIBUTED BY 

CASSONS PTY LTD - AUSTRALIA 

P: +61 [0)2 8882 1900| F: +61(0)2 8882 1999 
E: enquiries@cassons.com.au 
W: www.cassons.com.au 




) VSctt IMPACT TESTED & C€ CERTIFIED 
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T his year marks the end of 
an era for one of KTM’s 
models, the trusty 200EXC. 
When I first heard that the 
200 was out after 2016, I 
was quite surprised. KTM 
has decided to try and 
condense its range and the 
200 hasn’t made the cut. 
It’s a shame as I’ve always seen the 200 to be 
the perfect bike for the average trailrider, the 
kind that rides maybe once a month and just 
enjoys going out with the boys on some nice, 
tight singletrack with maybe a few open fire 
roads where he can hear the sweet sound that 
is a two-stroke wide open. 


The 200 was introduced in 1997. It came 
in EXC and MXC versions. KTM tried to grow 
the 200cc enduro market and added an SX 
version at one point, and an EXC GS version as 
well, although not all versions came here. 

Almost 20 years later, the 2016 model is a 
whole different machine. It’s light, nimble, 
has a nice motor that can be chugged down to 
almost nothing on technical stuff and then rev 
and rev and rev if you feel like opening it up. 

It even has electric start! 

I wondered why a 200 needed the button 
because they are so easy to kick over but, 
once on board, I was quite happy to have it 
there. Another huge plus for this bike is the 
low maintenance. 


RACING CAREER 

It has to be one of the most bulletproof motors 
around. This little two-smoker is a heap of fun 
and it’s a real shame that it won’t be around 
anymore. 

As good as the 200EXC is, it hasn’t had a 
stellar racing career. 

That is not because of the bike itself, it is 
more to do with the enduro classes and the 
type of racing in Australia. 

For years, there was an Under-200cc class 
in the Australian Four-Day Enduro but once 
the new age four-strokes became more reliable 
and rideable and the class names changed to 
El, E2 and E3, the 200 got stuck in E2 where 
it was up against the 250 two-strokes and 450 
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Main: The 200 is caught 
between a rock and a hardplace 

1. WP fork has all the goodies 

2. New switchblock, at last 

3. Neken supplies the 'bar 


four-strokes. There are still some riders who 
rely on a 200 as their race weapon. 

David “Flea” Fleming has piloted his trusty 
200 to the A4DE Masters title for the last two 
years. Fie may be the last person to win an 
Australian title on one, which is a pretty cool 
claim to fame. 

THINGS WE’RE GOING TO MISS: 

SIMPLICITY This bike is almost maintenance- 
free. It’s well built, the suspension is quite 
balanced, the motor is super reliable and I 
can’t remember the last time I heard of a 
200EXC having dramas. 

Like I said earlier, if you’re a rider who 
doesn’t have a whole lot of time to do 
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RXT SGI MX helmet has high flow ventilation and a light weight ABS Shell. With its removable/washable 3D liner, 
you can keep your helmet fresh and clean with a simple wash after your day at the track. It has a large eye port for 
a clear view and adjustable peak. Designed in Australia by Australian riders 


Black/White XS-2XL 
(Matt finish) 


Moto National Accessories 


info@motonational.com.au 







maintenance, then this bike is for you. Ready to go 
straight off the showroom floor. 

THE RIDE I was pleasantly surprised with how easy this 
bike was to ride. I have ridden four-strokes for the last 
few years and hadn’t ridden a 200 since ’07. 

The track we rode on was quite rough yet flowed 
nicely. The little 200 was loving it. Once I figured out 
how the bike revved and how to ride it, I felt right at 
home and was happy cutting lap after lap on it. 

TECH STUFF I went away from the test loop into a 
gully and decided to go down to the valley floor and 
come back out. Thanks to the torquey little powerplant, 
light, nimble feel of the bike and the electric start, I 
was hopping over all the nasty stuff and back onto the 
ridge in no time. The bike practically crawled out of the 
valley with little effort and even when I got stuck, it was 
super easy to get out of trouble and back on the move. 
RESALE It’s hard selling second-hand bikes. No 
question. And selling an unregistered bike these days is 
even harder. However, the 200 EXC can be registered 
and that is a huge plus. That gives you that piece of 
mind if you go riding in a state forest and you came 
across the boys in blue. It also makes a big difference 
for when you want to sell. 

SOUND Everyone loves the sound of a smoker. It’s a 
crime to discontinue a machine that provides music to 
any die-hard off-roader’s ears. 


Main: The 200 emerges from 
the bush after several hours 

1. That bulge turns the 200 
into a torque monster 

2. Guide protects brake hose 
from certain death 
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THINGS WE WONT MISS: 

THE PIPE That expansion chamber sticks 
out a mile. I always thought the weird way 
the pipe got super fat and then skinny 
heading into the muffler looked strange. It’s 
different to any other two-stroke and I’ve 
always said that, if I owned a 200EXC, I 
would change that asap. 

EURO 5 LAWS Riding a KTM 200 
two-stroke that’s been strangled with all the 
emissions crap isn't as fun. 

THE RECEPTION Mates showing no respect 
about us riding a 200. ™ 


ITALY 


Sing le-cyli nd er, two-stro ke 


Displacement 


Bore x stroke 


C ompress i on ratio 


Carburettor 


Fu el tank capacity 


Transmission 


Clutch Magura hydraulic, wet multi-plate 


1471mm 


Wheelbase 


960mm 


Ground clearance 


355mm 


Dry weight 


WP USD 48mm 
WP PDS 


Brembo 260mm disc 


Brembo 220mm disc 


Handlebar 


Maxxis Enduro 


Maxxis Enduro 


Warranty Six months parts and labour 

- 


SUSPENSION 


BRAKES 


PRICE & CONTACTS 


Main: Sand doesn't suck the life - 
out of this little motor m 

l 1. Did someone complain about 

1 the old stock seats? Surely not 

r LINE-UP: 

1997-2001: EXC, MXC 
2002: EXC, MXC, EXC GS 
2003-2004: EXC, MXC, SX 
2005-2008: EXC 
l 2009-2016: EXC, XC, XC-W 


(XCs are American models) 

Hi if 
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KTM 200EXC 
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SIMM 2016 ENDURO 

RS650r 


AVAILABLE NOW! 


ENGINE 

■600cc Liquid Cooled DOHC 
-6 Speed Transmission 
* Mikuni EFI 


ERGONOMICS 

'Seat Height 900mm 
'Ground Clearance 250mm 
'Weight 144kg 


@ www.swmmotorcycles.com.au 


f www.facebook.com/swmaustralia 


Proudly distributed by 









Main: Reigning AMA champ Jared Mees being 
shadowed by road race heroes Troy Herfoss and 
Ant West, a wet weather expert from way back 

1. Luke Gough, from Hilltop, NSW, has raced 
in the GNC flat track series in the USA 

2. Even freestylers don't like it in the wet 

3. Gotta love the one-piece work suit 











TROY BAYLISS IS PROMISING 
BIGGER THINGS NEXT YEAR 


W hile rain forced 

organisers to pull the 
pin on the Troy 
Bayliss Classic dirt 
track, the man 
himself says the 
meeting will be even 
bigger next year and it isn’t leaving his 
hometown anytime soon. “The main Classic 
is Taree. We like supporting the club and 
bringing the event to the town,” he said. 

The meeting started at the Old Bar track 
in 2012 when Bayliss invited a few mates 
to compete in a twilight event and “got 
carried away”. 

“Clearly every year we have to improve 
and make it better. We’ve done that by 


bringing in better riders and more 
internationals. The other side of that is 
bringing a great event to our home town and 
the support we have got through a 
government grant. 

“That money has gone into the track and 
the canteen, so it’s gone into equipment - it 
is going in the right direction. 

“I’d like to see permanent lighting, but 
other than that we’re pretty much there.” 

This year’s All Stars rider line-up had a 
very different look to it, with more regular 
Aussie dirt track competitors and less road 
racers. The American flat track contingent 
was up to five, compared to zero in 2012. 

But even they found the intermittent 
showers a bit too much to handle on the 
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“YOU DON’T SLIDE 
AS MUCH [AS IN 
FLAT TRACK], YOU 
NEED TO KEEP THE 
WHEELS IN LINE” 


BRAD 'THE BULLET' BAKER 

BIKE: HONDA CRF450F 
DOB: 18/2/93 

CLAIM TO FAME: TWO-TIME WINNER 
SUPERPRESTIGIO, SPAIN 






TROY 'BAYLISSTIC' 
BAYLISS 

BIKE: KTM 450SX-F 
DOB: 30/3/69 

CLAIM TO FAME: THREE-TIME 
WSBK CHAMP 


I WOULD 
HAVE 

HOPPED OFF 
MY OTHER 
PINKY TO 
HAVE RUN THE 
AMERICANA, 
SUPERPOLE 
AND CLASSIC 
FINAL" 


Main: Steel shoe legend Masatoshi 


Ohmori had to dump his custom helmet 
after colliding with Brad Baker 


2. The track was so slippery they brought 
chairs out for the All Stars 


3. Supermoto racer Andrew McLiesh 

4. The quads got lots of track time 
squeegying water off the track 




recently resurfaced oil track. The first two 
were overcome with minimal delay to the 
first 42 races, just seven off finishing the 
afternoon program. 

Track staff, and plenty of laps by the ATV 
competitors, had almost readied the track for 
a return to action after a third shower, but 
then the skies opened again. 

Continuing efforts to go racing in between 
the rain proved futile, with the organisers 
ultimately left with no option but to abandon 
the program. 

In making the call, Bayliss praised the 
4500 crowd for their patience. Fans who 
arrived early did get to see all the promised 
riders and the afternoon race action was well 
worth the price of admission. 


Even with the five Americans in the All 
Stars line-up, it was Australia’s undisputed 
2015 dirt track star Luke Richard (Honda) 
who outpointed his rivals over the three 
rounds that were staged, claiming two wins 
and a second. 

Michael Kirkness (Yamaha) and Bayliss 
(KTM) each won a race and were next in line 
overall with the best, or at least the most 
consistent, of the Americans being first-time 
visitor Jake Johnson who scored two fourths 
and a second for Suzuki. 

Troy Herfoss (Honda), Marty McNamara 
(Yamaha) and Jarred Brook (KTM) were next 
best of the Aussies. 

There was an ominous sign for the locals 
as last year’s Classic winner Jared Mees and 
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2014 Americana winner Sammy Halbert 
(both on Hondas) lifted their game with 
polished wins in their third-round heats. 

The intensity of the racing brought some 
casualties. USA star Brad Baker (Honda) and 
Japanese rider Masatoshi Ohmori (Suzuki) 
tangled, but Broc Parkes (Yamaha) was more 
seriously injured in another accident. 

The action in the Legends class was 
hardly less intense, with the top four riders 
dominating. A new recruit took the honours, 
with four-times World Long Track champion 
Joonas Kylmakorpi (KTM) winning two of the 
three races despite poor starts, thanks to 
several stunning passes of Jason Crump 
(KTM) and Darren Herrick (Honda). 

Kylmakorpi also had the honour of 
recording the fastest lap time, ahead of the 
experienced All Stars riders. 

Even with more Australian dirt trackers 
included in the All Stars field there was still 
a classy line-up for the Pro 450 class, which 


was to find the final qualifiers for both the 
Americana and the SuperPole Shootout, the 
top six and top two riders, respectively, 
progressing to those features. 

With the final not held because of the 
rain, honours were declared after the three 
rounds with Carew Dickinson (Honda) 
edging former Australian champions Jace 
Castles (Yamaha) and Luke Gough (Honda). 

The strength of the Pro 450 class was 
again evidenced with the likes of Ian 
Hamilton (Yamaha), Kye Thomson 
(Kawasaki) and Tom Herrick (Honda) 
heading the Repechage, as the rank and file 
of dirt track strived to emulate the feat of 
Kirkness who had to qualify this way before 
winning the first Classic in 2013. 

For the third year, Tayla Jones (Yamaha) 
won an ultra-competitive women’s class 
where just one point separated four riders. 
Keegan Pickering, Briony Hendrickson and 
lilish Ross were the others, ads 


'SLAMMIN' SAMMY 
HALBERT 

BIKE: HONDA CRF450R 
DOB: 15/9/87 

CLAIM TO FAME: THIRD 2015 AMA PRO 
GNC1 FLAT TRACK TITLE 


ALL STARS 

LEGENDS 

PRO 450 

500 Two-Stroke 

WOMENS 

ATV 

7-U10 Years 
10-U13 Years 
13-U16 Years 


Luke Richards 
Joonas Kylmakorpi 
Carew Dickinson 
Michael Kirkness 
Tayla Jones 
Mathew Griffiths 
Jacob Roulstone 
Oli Bayliss 
Broc Pearson 


Michael Kirkness 
Jason Crump 
Jace Castles 
Ken Bisley 
Keegan Pickering 
Robert Booth 
Lincoln Von Mengersen 
Cyshan Weale 
Max Whale 


Troy Bayliss 
Darren Herrick 
Luke Gough 
Jarryd Oram 
Briony Hendrickson 
Mel Brandle. 
Cameron Dunker 
Kruze Brady 
James Chapman 


ll’M PREPARING 
TO HEAD TO 
LAKEPORT, 
CALIFORNIA 
TO DO SOME 
INDOOR SHORT 
TRACKING” 


THE INTENSITY OF THE TACING 
BROUGHT SOME CASUALTIES. 
IUSA STAR BRAD BAKER AND 
[JAPANESE RIDER MASATOSHI 
OHMORI TANGLED 


TAYLA JONES 

BIKE: YAMAHA YZ250FX 
DOB: 5/11/95 

CLAIM TO FAME: THREE-TIME WINNER OF 
EVERYTHING 


Alex Cudlin, Henry Wdes and Troy Bayliss 
take up the middle of the gate 


“WITH MY 
WIN IN THE 
SECOND RACE, 
IT GAVE ME THE 
OVERALL AND 
THIRD TBC TITLE 
IN A ROW” 
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The Power of Dreams 


WHAT OILS 
AND CHEMICALS 
DO I NEED FOR 
MY HONDA? 



THERE ’S A WEBSITE 

FOR THAT, hondagenuine.com.au 



Main: Mines bigger than yours 
1. Price stunned competitors and 
spectators with his speed 



Toby Price recounts the moments that defined 
his amazing Dakar triumph 


T oby Price stunned the 

motorcycle world with his win in 
this year’s Dakar Rally. After his 
rookie third-place finish last 
year on a production KTM 450 Rally, no 
one expected Pricey to do badly as a 
member of the works Red Bull KTM 
Team but the maturity and ease with 
which he won amazed almost everyone. 

On a brief trip back to Australia 
before the start of the FIM Cross- 
Country Rallies World Championship, he 
took time out to run ADB readers 
through the event. 

THE WARM UP 

Toby’s lead-up to Dakar hadn’t gone 
quite to plan. A series of speeding 
penalties in Chile’s Atacama Rally in 
September meant a lot more study of 
the roadbook before Rallye du Maroc 
the following month, where a stage win 


on the first day was very reassuring. 

Then it all turned to shit. “My nav. 
unit snapped clean out of the housing; 
unplugging all the instruments. No 
amount of zip ties would keep it 
together. Then, on day three, I came 
down with food poisoning. That entire 
event was a bummer.” 

After signing a two-year deal with Red 
Bull KTM in July last year, Toby had 
already spent considerable time training 
with factory #1 Marc Coma in Spain’s 
High Sierra. 

“Marc certainly fast-tracked my 
education after he announced he was 
taking on the position of Dakar course 
director. Unfortunately the lessons were 
no longer an option but they were 
certainly invaluable.” 

So by the time Toby arrived in Buenos 
Aires for Dakar he might not have had a 
lot of racing but the force was with him. 
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Get it wrong and you try not to hit the panic button but 
the heart rate certainly rises 


CHAMPS OF CHEER 

To compete in Dakar has always demanded a 
combination of outstanding skills, deep pockets 
and big gonads. But since the entire circus moved 
to South America in 2009 spectating has become 
as easy as a few computer clicks and a healthy 
credit card. There’s now a choice of tour 
operators offering a range of Beemers or Katos 
and a choice of pre-booked accommodation as 
good as any you’ll find west of our Great Dividing 
Range. The beer is made from beer and the steaks 
are man-sized. Just steer clear of the pisco sours. 

And if you’re thinking of supporting the 
Australians in 201 7 - yes there’ll be more than 
one - we suggest you plan well ahead. Toby’s 
historic victory will generate an even bigger cheer 
squad next year and the newly crowned Dakar 
Champion is all for it. “When you’re such a long, 
long way from home and fellow Aussies are a little 
thin on the ground it really gives you a great lift to 
see your country’s flag being flown and a bunch of 
Aussies pushing you along. Our cheer squads 
punch way above their weight and to reach the 
bivouac at the end of a tough day to the 
enthusiastic applause of your countrymen are 
special moments I’ll never forget.” 
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BACK TO BACK 

Toby followed on from his win in the final 
stage of 2015 with a convincing win on day 
two of 2016 (stage one having been canned 
due to lack of air rescue coverage). However, 
being first on the road through crowds of 
spectators, all jostling to get their cars and 
booze trackside was an unwelcome challenge. 

Surprised by Toby’s very swift approach, the 
crowds only parted at the last minute; often 
the last few seconds. 

This, coupled with the fact there were 
many last-minute changes to the roadbook, 
made it impossible to relate the instructions 
to what was in front. 

“Actually I clipped a spectator’s car in the 
mess,” said Toby, “at times it was sheer 
guesswork to see where the track went. I 
dropped from first to 37th for the day, it was 
intense; really tough.” 

At this point the Honda threat was at its 
strongest with a clear advantage in top speed 
- maybe as much as lOkm/h - with Joan 
Barreda, Paulo Gongalves and rookie Kevin 
Benavides dominating. 

“I backed off considerably,” said Toby, 

“and that certainly paid dividends when I 
confronted a huge black cow which turned out 
to be two cows going in different directions.” 


NAV SECRETS 

We’ve all been exposed to GPS navigation, 
whether it’s following a blue line on a screen 
as you roost though the bush or obeying ‘the 
voice’ when instructed to “make a U-turn 
when possible”. But navigating Dakar is a 
touch more complex. In the more populated 
regions it involves following the ‘tulips’ (small 
diagrams in the roadbook) that indicate which 
turns or forks to take. 

When the competitors move into wilder 
country all they are given is a compass 
bearing and distance to the next waypoint, 
together with supplementary notes; for 
example, where to enter and exit a dry 
riverbed or other features and warnings to 
note along the route. 

Toby explains: “The GPS tracker on our 
bikes [which doesn’t give any directions on 
where to go] will indicate a heading and a 
distance. For example, ‘Travel 146km at a 
heading of 110°’. So you ride 140km on the 
general bearing indicated, then start wishing 
and hoping you’ll find the waypoint. If you’re 
in the zone then a green arrow on the GPS 
will indicate the direction [to the waypoint] 
from about 3km out; then fine tune for the 
final 800 metres. 

“Then you have to ride within 90 metres of 


the waypoint. You’d think finding something 
the size of a football field would be easy but 
when you can’t see beyond the next sand 
dune, or there’s a deep, impassable washout 
between you and the waypoint it’s very 
frustrating. 

“Get it wrong and you try not to hit the 
panic button but the heart rate certainly rises. 
The only solution is to backtrack with the 
potential of a head-on with someone who’s 
made the same mistake. An out of control 
Peugeot buggy for example.” If Toby learnt 
any secrets from Coma he’s certainly not 
gonna pass them on. 

PIED PIPER OF THE PAMPAS 

It’s a rarity at Dakar for the first rider on a 
stage to finish on that day’s podium. The 
math is simple. With over a hundred nav. 
decisions to make it only takes a heartbeat at 
each one to lose time to the competition. 

Unlock your right wrist for a hundred 
metres while you scan for a way to exit a 
sandy riverbed and there’s another minute 
lost. Look too often at your compass bearing 
and you’ll be off the leader board before 
dinnertime. Knowing when to lead out and 
when to go with the flow is a strategic 
advantage both Cyril Despres and Coma took 
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THE TOUGHEST AHD 
MOST COMFORTABLE 

SPECIALISED CANVAS SEAT COVERS 




100% Water, dirt, mud r kid 
8, pet proof! 


12oz DuPont™ Repel Teflon 
Impregnated canvas 


Poly cotton lined for maximum protection of 




your car seats, providing a complete barrier 
between the canvas and your soft factory seat 


Reinforced high wear areas for longevity 
(Polycotton layer, Canvas layer & additional 
Canvas layer in high wear areas) 


» , . 

*«*« * . 
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Large rear pockets and head rest 


covers as standard 

9 * \V ' 
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Made from specifically designed 
heavy duty Polyester/Cotton Blend 
canvas, delivering maximum comfort 
8 durability for AWD touring 


Certified ADR Compliant 
(full crash testing completed) 


The best fit Canvas Seat Covers 
available for your 4WD 


Available from over 400 stockists Australia wide. 

Visit our website for your nearest stockist or for more information on our range. 

msa4x4.com.au 







It demonstrated I could do the job alone; taking 
absolutely no notice of any other riders 


a decade to develop. The only riders they 
couldn’t out psyche were each other. 

When Price raced from seventh start position 
to win Stage Five it was almost to be expected; 
his riding talent was obvious from his first 
cross-country event in Morocco in 2014. Now 
he was working on strategy. But when he led 
out on Stage Six and won it his status rose into 
the space once reserved for the likes of Neveu, 
Orioli, Sainct, Despres and Coma; and headed 
towards Peterhansel territory. 

Toby repeated the feat on Stage Nine. “They 
were two days I’m very proud of. It demonstrated 
I could do the job alone; taking absolutely no 
notice of any other riders. When I returned to the 
bivouac I could tell the team was as pumped as 
I was. Of course going on to win Dakar was the 
greatest but I doubt I’ll ever be more satisfied 
than when I finished Stage Six.” 


KICK IN THE GUTS 

Toby came off the rest day like a cut snake, 
taking the overall lead with a dominating 
performance in Stage Eight. This put him first 
out the following day, providing the perfect 
opportunity to break the opposition. “I got to 
the finish dehydrated and the bike was cooking 
after a section of dunes and shit country in 47 
degree temperatures. 

“Then I learnt just about everyone was back 
at the second control point [where the stage 
was cancelled] enjoying a cool drink.” Toby may 
have been near boilover but on TV he remained 
cool, calm and collected, telling the press: “It’s 
been a good day. I can’t complain. It’s a bit of a 
shame I get to the finish to find out they’ve 
cancelled the stage. A bit of a bummer for me.” 

But Toby was still processing the 
implications. “It was a real kick in the guts but 


you can’t lose your cool and you’ve got to be 
sensible about what you say on TV. I can tell 
you I was biting my tongue and, as soon as that 
camera was turned off and I could shirt-front 
an official, the words changed a bit. What 
annoyed me the most was that I was doing my 
job properly and made a heap of time on 
everyone on that stage. Yet the way it went 
down was that I’d actually been penalised and 
everyone else had been given an advantage. 
Yeah, a real kick in the guts.” 

THE FINISHING TOUCHES 

With two days to go, much of it over liaison 
stages (with the ever present threat of errant 
spectators and wildlife) Toby had a seemingly 
unsurmountable lead. Teammate Antoine Meo, 
with whom Toby had shared digs for the event, 
was first out. But KTM was taking no chances 





What annoyed me the most was that I was doing my job 
properly and made a heap of time on everyone on that stage 



on the trophy was when I was two k's from the 
finish. I knew then I’d built enough of a lead 
to push the bike home and still take the 
overall win. 

“Then it was only a short liaison to the 
celebrations and the party was on. Full gas. 
Now the target is on my back and all the hard 
work’s just become 10 times harder. Sam 
(Sunderland) is a good dude and really quick 
in the sand, Matthias (Walkner) won the 
World Cross-Country Rallies Championship so 
he’s certainly up to speed, Antoine might be 
new to it all but two stage wins show where 
he’s at. We’ve got a really strong team 
however I’d like to think we can get a few 
more Dakar trophies in Australia. I’m certainly 
gonna give it 100%.” 

May the force be with you, Toby, adb 


WHAT’S UP NEXT? 

Toby is committed to the six-round FIM 
World Cross-Country Rallies 
Championship which kicks off with the 
Abu Dhabi Desert Challenge in April and 
finishes with the Morocco Rally in 
October. “Six races plus Dakar may not 
appear to be such a heavy schedule but it 
means two months solid racing plus 
travel and scrutineering. It doesn’t leave 
time for much else,” says Toby. “I can’t 
see us at any rounds of the AORC but if 
the Egyptian round of the world 
championship is canned because of 
terrorism, we may be a chance for a 
quick trip back home and a bit of fun at 
the A4DE. 

“I’m really keen to do Finke which, 
fortunately, is on after the Sardinian Rally 
which finishes on 7 June. So, Red Bull and 
KTM willing, I could be on a quick flight to 
be in Alice by June 10. I’d put that at a 
60-70 per cent chance but it depends on 
how we do at Abu Dhabi and Qatar.” 

As for the ISDE: “I’d love to do another 
Six Day, it’s on my bucket list but jumping 
off a rally bike on to an enduro bike isn’t 
easy. It’s also a long way down the track 
and it’s up to the selectors. I wasn’t in the 
team last year and they’re the world 
champions. So who knows what might 
happen come October.” 


in protecting its fifteenth straight victory and 
Meo’s instructions were to drop back and 
shadow Toby in case of problems. This worked 
well enough until Meo crashed late in the day, 
losing his chance of becoming only the third 
rookie to score a Dakar podium after Price 
and South Australian Andy Haydon. 

“I started to feel that a win was within 
reach but there was still 1600km to go and, 
remembering the crowds on the first two days, 
I knew that anything could happen. I felt I 
was riding on ice, had a couple of excursions 
into the boonies and figured I just had to 
calm down. 

“The final special was only 185km but it 
felt like I rode over a thousand country miles; 
the last day just dragged on forever. The only 
time I really felt confident I could lay hands 
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We are constantly adding to our range, for 
latest releases, visit www.forceaccessories.com.au 



Available from: 

Your local motorcycle shop 




Online at www.foreeaccBssaries.com.au 

Phone: (03) 8710 4141 

Email: sales@forceaccessories.com.au 



201G KTM 450 SXF / XCF / FC BASH PLATES 
Also available for 
2DIG 25DSXF/XCF/FC 
2010 3 50 SXF/ XCF /FC 



Radial or Guards 

All of our Radiator Guards feature 
crass bars for optimum side impact 
protection, and roar braces 
Available for Honda. Hustpama. KTM, 
Yamaha. Suzuki, Sheroti iota and Kawasaki 
Prices start at $170 



KIM BILLET RADIATOR GUARDS 
Qur Billet Guards include an extra 
web machined into the rear to 
provide extra strength. We have also 
made the guard wider to protect the 
vulnerable tab on the side of the 
Radiator. The Guards have an anodised 
finish and are available in Black Blue, or 


Qranga^Avarlable to fit KIM 2DD8 ■ 201B. 
Kusafaer) 2013 - 2D 14. Husqvama 
20H • M 



Bash Plates 

All our endurn Bash Plates have a 
single bolt removal for easy 
maintenance and cleaning. 
Available for KTM, Honda, Beta, 
Yamaha. Sherco, Das Gas. and 
Kawasaki. Prices start at USB. 



BASK PLATES PIPE BOARD 

We have fabricated our Pipe Guard 
from 4mm thick aluminium and 
welded it directly to the Bash Plate 
resulting in a very strong design. 

We have incorporated a lot of drainage 
holes to minimise the rotation of mud 
and increased the Strength of the Bash 
Plate moiTntTnglirackets for optimum 
strength A vy liable for KTM, Yamaha. 

Gas Gas, Beta. Sherco. and Husqvarna. Stock and 
FMF Gnarly Plates available 



Skid Plates 

All Skid Plates have a single bolt 
removal for easy maintenance and 
cleaning Available for Honda, KIM. 
Suzuki, and Yamaha. Prices start 
at 178. 



dutch Covers 

Our Billet Clutch D mere are machined from 
GOBI aiuminiufTi ofering optimum pratecoon 
against (tenfcge him mis and the break pedal 
Available fm Honda KIM, Suzukt Yamaha. 
Husaberg and Hustpama 
Press start at $195. customised Engrwing + $25. 


Speed o Protectors \ Case Savers _ ~ fear Use Ekiartfs 

Bur Sp g edn Protectors are rrachin ed from W Bur Case Savers p rotecl your engi ne casing in the event Qur Disc Guards ane m a chined from GOBI alum iniu m 

aluminium offering excellent protection forymir of chain breakage, or derailment. Available for. offerin | f « ellentDBtecGon for your roar (Use, The 

Speedn. The Speedh Protectors are anodised in KTM, Honda. Husqvama. : 5hBrcn. Suzuki. Yamaha, and D|SC Guar ^ s are/nodised in. Orange, Blue fed or 

Orange. Blue. Black and Rad. Available lor Husaberg All priced at 147 “ ad and ar8 f a f ,e ’ apYa !? ha - WK Su! “ ki 

utu ij in aii - j Husqvarna, Eherto. and Husaura. 

KIM. misaoerg and nuseparna. All priced at $ha. ^ ^ ^ $SS 05 

f v . ■ " 



WE CALL HIM Greeny 

WE’RE MATES BECAUSE: He’s dedicated. Hates to 
be second on a practice day. Steals all your food 


BEAU RALSTON 


WE’RE MATES BECAUSE: He can ride all day in a 
10-second window with Gab (his missus) on the 
stopwatch. Started to go good once he beat me 
practicing. 


GLENN KEARNEY 


LACHLAN STANFORD 


WE’RE MATES BECAUSE: He never ceases to 
amaze us with his interesting questions. Very 
competitive. 


With hostilities about to 
resume, Enduro Editor 
Geoff Braico looks at 
who’s hot for AORC glory 

| he Australian Off-Road 
Ichampionship (AORC) is shaping 
up to be one of the most 
competitive in the series history. 
KTM's Toby Price, the reigning 
champ, has moved on to pursue 
the next chapter in his amazing 
career and with his departure comes room on 
top of the podium. 

After a decade of professional racing, I've 
decided to chain myself to a mortgage and will 
not be racing the entire 2016 AORC season. 

I'm saddened to think I won't be racing, but 
the benfit is, I can now sit back and point the 
finger at who I think will kill it or bin it. 

Having raced and trained alongside most of 
the top AORC riders for the best part of the 
noughties, I'm in a unique position. I know 
how they train and how they feel coming into 
each season and this one is no different. So 
after pucnhing out a few laps with the boys 
just last weekend, here are my predictions for 
the 2016 AORC season: 


MY MATES 


SCOTT KEEGAN 


(You'll need this for the rest of the yarn) 

JOSH GREEN 


98 I APRIL 2016 www.adbmag.com.au 









100 I APRIL 2016 www.adbmag.com.au 


Main: Stefan Granquist 
is as fit as he's ever been 
right now and will be 
tough to beat 


1. Scott Keegan's late 
switch to Yamaha is not 
ideal preparation for the 
season 


2. Glenn Kearney will 
once again play team 
manager and lead rider 
for Husky 


Riley Graham and former Husky 
rider Scott Keegan. 

Current AORC Women’s champ 
Tayla Jones has stepped over to 
El as well. As we went to print 
I’m wasn't too sure if riders such 
as Nic Tomlinson (KTM) and Brad 
Hardaker (Yamaha) will be 
campaigning in the class but they 
are capable of some solid rides. 
PREDICTION: 1 GK He has the 
experience to get the job done. 

2 SK Fresh start for the Central 
Coast boy and he’ll be right there. 

3 STEFAN It will be really tight 
between SK, Stef and Riley and I 
think they will be trading places 
all year. 


El: SMALL ARMS FIRE 

Reigning champ Josh Green 
(Activ8 Yamaha) has put his 
big-boy pants on and moved up to 
E2 and will ride a WR450F. Some 
people reckon that in the current 
AORC format, with the faster, 
more “motocrossy” type of tracks, 
El can be a bit of a disadvantage 
but he proved last year that the 
250Fs can run up front. 

This year we have a fresh set of 
El challengers. Husqvarna has 
returned to the class with the 
always-solid Glenn Kearney while 
Yamaha has loaded Stefan 
Granquist up with a 250F and 
also has signed motocross convert 




E2: PREMIER CLASS 

This class is stacked so it’s going 
to be awesome. Yamaha has three 
gun riders in this field, with Chris 
Hollis and Tom McCormack 
fronting for CDR and Josh Green 
for Activ8. 

As we went to print, KTM Team 
Manager Ben Grabham confirmed 
Tye Simmonds will race E2 on a 
450, and, with a year of enduro 
under his belt, he will be more 
accustomed to the bush. There 
are a few other riders who could 
do really well like Broc Grabham 
(Husky), Justin Carafa (Sherco) 
and possibly Peter Boyle. Every 
one of these riders has their 


strengths on different tracks, so 
it’ll be great to see who comes 
out on top. 

PREDICTION: 1 HOLLIS His 

form at the end of last season 
was awesome and his ability to 
post super-quick times in the 
sprints won him a few outrights, 
which is a big plus. 

2 GREENY He will be right on 
Hollis’ heels and will win a 
number of rounds, especially if 
we go back to Hedley, Vic. 

3 SIMMONDS He will be right in 
the thick of it but I think the 
other two riders’ experience will 
be enough to see him nudged. 





lawi talk, ae cut <53 


ag& thebe 


E3, BIG BOYS' TOYS 

It’s funny how only a few years 
ago there was talk of an E3 
boycott. Thankfully that never 
happened, and this year the class 
has a few, really fast guys who are 
more than capable of not only 
winning the class, but the overall. 

Husqvarna will be represented 
by Lachy Stanford, who is into his 
third year on the factory team. 
Activ8 Yamaha is looking to put 
Beau Ralston on a big-bore 
WR480F and try his luck at 
getting his second AORC title. 

Another name to look out for is 
current E3 ISDE champion Daniel 


3. Dry dusty tracks were on the 
menu in 2015 


4. Tye Simmonds will swing off 
a 450 in 2016 


5. Josh Green will also be 450 
mounted in 2016 


6. Daniel Sanders will swap 
two-strokes for four in 2016 


7. Lachy Stanford in his third 
year on the Factory Husky 

8. Beau Ralston will have a 
tough battle to keep his title 


Sanders. I’ve heard Chucky will 
change to E2, but considering his 
record on the KTM 300EXC, I 
think he would be more inclined 
to stick to what he knows he can : 
ride fast. 

I’ve also heard that current 
Under-19 champ Tom Mason may 
be riding E3 as well and he has 
posted some really good results in 
the past. 

PREDICTIONS: 1 CHUCKY He 

was super strong at the end of 
last year and he seems to really ; 
gel with the 300. 

2 BEAUZO He will be right there 

fighting for the title every , 

weekend. He is very strong, very 
fit and will be wanting to add an 
E3 title. 

3 LACHY He is very good on the 
hardpack stuff and has really 
improved his cross-country 
results. 

He has struggled in rough, 
sandy rounds but I think he has 
been working real hard in the 
off-season to improve. It will be a** 
real close fight for the title. * 
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U19s: YOUNG PUNKS 

This class is full of talent and it’s 
awesome to see them battling up 
the pointy end of the field. Fresh 
out of juniors we have Ben Kearns 
on a KTM and Fraser Higlett, who 

1 believe has some help from 
Flusky this season. 

Lyndon Snodgrass is returning 
to the class and I believe the year 
he has spent racing in the senior 
category will probably be his 
biggest advantage. Another rider 
who has the potential to win the 
class is Wil Ruprecht. 

He finished 2015 with a really 
strong result at the A4DE in 
Tasmania and he’s now a member 
of the Sherco Factory Team, 
which is great. 

I’m sure there will be a few 
new faces to look out for 
throughout the year too. 
PREDICTION: 1 WILL He had 
some great rides last year and, 
with the right help, has the 
potential to win the class as well 
as fight for great overall results. 

2 LYNDON Like I said, a year 
under his belt will be his 
strength. He knows what to 
expect with the tracks getting 
rough and chewed out and won’t 
be as shocked as the other boys. 

3 BEN Close fight this will be 
between him and Fraser. Ben is a 
super-nice kid who loves to ride 
and is training his butt off. Once 
he figures out some of the tracks 
and the pace, I think he has the 


skills to be fighting for class 
wins. The Linder 19s class is 
always fun to watch. Future of 
our sport. 


WOMEN: A NEW CHAMP 

With the departure of Tayla Jones 
to El, the Women’s class should 
be a good battle among the three 
who fought hard for the podium 
last year. Jess Gardiner, Jemma 
Wilson and Emelie Karlsson will 
all be hoping to claim the trophy. 

There are a few other girls 
who are looking to make their 
mark on the AORC field, but I 
believe that these three are 
the best bets. 

PREDICTIONS: 1 JEMMA 
She was second last year 
and had some really solid 
rides at the A4DE. She will 
be looking to take the 
crown. 

2 JESS She’s coming off a 
late-season injury and is 
probably going to be a little 
behind the eight-ball 
because her injury required 
a lot of recovery, but once 
the season starts and she 
gets more time on the bike, 
she will come good and remind 
us why she has won the AORC 
and A4E women's class a 
number of times. 

3 EMELIE I think Em really 
thrives when the racing is fun 
and that is when she rides at 4 
her best, adb 


AORC E3 champion 2009 & 2013 

Competed in A4DE 1 1 times 

Competed in ISDEsix times 

Top-10 overall in AORC for the last four years 

King of the practice day 

Complete boss at handlebar dragging 

KTM/Husaberg factory rider 2011, 2013, 2014 


WHO IS 

GEOFF BRAICO? 
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Main: ADB's Jemma 
Wilson is in the box 
seat to take out the 
Women's class 


1. Tayla Jones will 
be in the El class 
in 2016 


2. Wil Ruprecht has 
moved to the Sherco 
Factory Team 


3. Jess Gardiner 
is coming off an 
injury-riddled 12 
months, but will 
be determined as 
ever to reinstate her 


4. Emelie Karlsson 
became an 
Australian citizen 
on Australia Day so 
she's now eligible 
for an ISDE spot 
as well 






RetroActive | Designed specifically for 
V-Rated bias applications, it’ll pull your old 
iron into the current century without draining 
your wallet. The all-weather tread pattern and 
new compounding for improved mileage will 
keep your “retro” on the road long enough to 
be called an “antique”. 



KENDA 

SINCE 1962 TYRES 

www.kenda.com.au 


PHOTO: Road RUNNER 



FOSSIL I MONTESA COTA 247 
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Montesa riders looked down 
on anyone with a TY Yamaha, 
especially if they had a beard 


MONTESA 






WORDS //WARREN JACK 


Montesa Cota 247 


PHOTOS // PHIL AYNSLEY & ADB ARCHIVES 



SPANISH BRAND MONTESA HAS BEEN KEPT ALIVE 
BY HONDA. BUT THE BIG H ALSO RETAINED THE NAME 
OF ITS MOST FAMOUS TRIALS BIKE 
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The 172 Cota was actually only 
157. 5cc as it shared the bore of the 
123 model, plus its dribbly 20mm 
Amal carburettor. ADB #4 still 
picked it over the Yamaha TY175 in 
an exhausting comparo 


As the years went by, Editor Geoff 
Eldridge go a lot faster than he 
appears to be going in this shot taken 
for issue #5 


WHEN NEIL ARMSTRONG RETURNED HOME AFTER HIS MOON 
LANDING, A MONTESA WAS SITTING IN HIS DRIVEWAY 
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Montesa Cota 247 


M ontesa got its start in 

Barcelona in 1939 when 
Pere Permanyer Puigjaner 
began building gas 
generators to run cars 
during the World War Two 
energy crisis. These generators kept thousands 
of Spanish vehicles moving, as well as 
providing fuel for electricity generation. 

With the end of the war in sight, Puigjaner 
realised that fuel supplies would soon return 
to normal and his gas generators would be 
history. What he knew would be needed was a 
cheap form of transport, so he turned his 
attention to motorcycles. 

Business partner Josep Antoni Soleri Urgell, 
or “Jasu”, introduced him to an expert rider 
called Francisco Bulto, and the three of them 
went into the motorcycle manufacturing game. 

The first prototype was ready by the end of 
1944. It was entered in its first event in 
February, 1945, but broke. It was back to the 
drawing board, where improvements were 
made, and in June of that year three bikes 
were shown at the Barcelona Trade Fair 
wearing the Montesa name. 

This was a notable achievement because 
Spain’s political isolation made it enormously 
difficult for manufacturers to obtain raw 
materials or parts. The show bike was a 98cc 


three-speeder available with rear suspension, 
no suspension or in a women’s version. 

Montesa was producing bikes on an 
assembly line, the first firm to do so in Spain, 
but in its first year it only produced 21. It 
soon became well known due to success in 
local competition in the lOOcc and 125cc 
road racing classes as well as international 
events, with a win in the Barcelona GP. 

Under Senor Bulto’s guidance, four 
Montesas were entered in the 1948 Dutch TT 
at Assen, finishing fifth, ninth and 15th, with 
one DNF. So successful was the new bike that 
orders were growing faster than they could be 
filled, so bigger premises were found. 

LOCAL SUCCESS 

At the 1951 Barcelona Trade Fair, Montesa 
displayed a new model with a telescopic fork, 
better brakes and the red paint scheme that 
was to become synonymous with the brand. By 
this time Montesa was not only entering the 
Isle of Man TT but had moved into off-road 
competition by running bikes at the ISDT up 
the road, in Varese, Italy. 

In 1953 Montesa participated in its first 
trade fair outside Spain when it debuted the 
Brio 90 at the Geneva Motor Show. It was a 
company on the way up, despite the 
difficulties of doing business from Spain. 


Due to the exposure it was getting from 
competition, mostly in road racing, it was soon 
exporting to other European countries as well 
as South America and the USA. 

When Montesa stopped racing to 
concentrate on production, Senor Bulto quit. 
His love of competition and belief that it was 
the best way forward led him to form his own 
company, Bultaco. 

In 1960, gifted motocross rider Pedro Pi 
joined the company, first as a rider then as a 
technician and designer, and Montesa was on 
the road to building dirtbikes. 

Pi won the 1961 Spanish Motocross 
Championships for Montesa in both the 125cc 
and 250cc classes and took home the 250 
title again the following year. 

Again a newer and bigger factory was 
needed, which opened in 1963. The new 
Impala model was tested with a team of five 
bikes riding the African continent from Cape 
Town to Cairo. Such was the reputation gained 
by the Impala that it is still a sought-after 
model among Spanish vintage enthusiasts. 

Montesa was employing 460 people and 
pumping out 11,000 bikes a year and the first 
motocross model, the Impala Cross, was 
available in 175cc and 250cc. The bike was 
popular in the USA and Steve McQueen was a 
Montesa rider in his early days. 





Engine 


Type 1 

3 iston-port, two-stroke single 

Displacement 

247.7cc 

Bore x stroke 

72.5mm x 60mm 

Cooling 

Air 

Compression ratio 10:1 

Fuel metering 

Amal 27mm carb 

Tank capacity 

5.7L 

Transmission 

Five-speed, constant-mesh 

Clutch 

Wet multiplate 

1 Dimensions 

Wheelbase 

N/A 

Seat height 

N/A 

Ground clearance 250mm 

Dry weight 

oo 

oo 

I Suspension 

Fork 

Telesco conventional 

Shock 

Telescooil damper/spring 

1 Brakes 

Front 

Single leading-shoe drum 

Rear 

Single leading-shoe drum 


=$3 

The action was pretty tame 
compared with the bunny-hopping 
antics the boys get up to now in a 
world championship round 


Montesa Cata 24 7 


Toni Bou, 29, is the most 
successful Montesa trials 
rider of all time, with 29 
world titles, including nine 
consecutive outdoor world 
championships to date. 


Speedos were required for 
competition in the Scottish Six-Day 
Trial but their position on the fork 
leg had dubious benefits apart from 
allowing for a shorter cable 


l 

i 
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When Neil Armstrong returned home after 
his Moon landing, a Montesa was sitting in his 
driveway, a surprise gift from Permanyer 
Puigjaner, a great fan of any technical 
advancement and not bad at recognising a 
promotional opportunity either. 


MOTOCROSS 

The Cappra motocrosser was on the market in 
1966 but Montesa was about to diversify. 
Observed trials was virtually unknown in Spain 
when, in 1964, the International Federation of 
Motorcycling sent invites all over Europe to 
participate in an event in Grenoble, France. 
Pedro Pi went along as the Montesa 
representative. Riding a modified motocross 
bike, he finished 13th. 

Trials was a growing sport and the factory 
started to take notice, producing a prototype 
trials bike in 1966. Only 44 of the Trail 250s 
were produced but Pi took one to a third in 
competition against new rival Bultaco. 

Spain had its own three-round trials 
championship by 1968, which was won by 
Pedro, and the Cota 247 was born. The Cota 
had a very distinctive look. The standout 
feature was the one-piece seat/tank unit 
beautifully crafted in fibreglass, which was 
awarded the Delta de Plata Industrial Adi-Fad 
design prize. 








Mantesa Cots Z47 


The official debut for the Cota 247 was at 
the 1968 Scottish Six-Day Trial, with the 
three-rider Montesa team scoring a third 
overall. By the early '70s, Montesa, Bultaco 
and Ossa had done a lot to popularise trials. 

n fact the sport was becoming so popular 
that it attracted attention from the Japanese, 
who started producing trials bikes. Montesa 
brought out a new Cota, the Cota 25 kids’ bike 
and then the Cota 123. 

Next was the Cota 172, which was 
presented to the public in 1974, and in 1976 
the Cota 348 was released. In 1980, Swedish 
rider Ulf Karlson put a prototype Cota 349 in 
the record books by winning the world 
championship. He also won his domestic 
crown every year from 1976 to 1983. 

By the early '80s, the Spanish economy was 
suffering and trials was in decline. Both 
Bultaco and Ossa eventually went under, only 
to be revived 25 years later. After a three- 
month strike, Montesa survived due to a loan 
from the Spanish government and a buy-in by 
Honda in Japan. 

The marriage wasn’t without teething 
problems, as some Honda parts gave trouble. 
One example was the front wheels, which had 
never given a problem until Japanese hubs 
were used, and they became a common point 
of failure. 


THE LAST REAL 
MONTESA COTA WAS 
A LIQUID-COOLED 311 
WHICH ENDED ITS RUN 
IN 1993 


STYLING 

The Ulf Karlson replica pictured in our studio 
shots is a 247 and you can see for yourself the 
distinctive styling that makes it impossible to 
mistake it for anything else. The bright red 
seat/tank unit catches the eye, as does the 
polished engine cases and header pipe curving 
over the head to exit at the rear guard. It is 
highly polished as is the front guard. 

The large stylised “M” sets off the left 
sidecase, but some versions of the Cota had it 
on both sides. The headlight and horn are 
tucked in well away from potential damage but 
the rubber-mounted taillight is ready to reduce 
the population explosion. The speedo is 
mounted on the right fork leg, an odd but 
common practice for trials bikes at the time, 
which had to be road legal for the Scottish 
Six-Day. The 247 weighed only 88kg and 
made 19hp at 6500rpm. 

A loose translation of Cota is “coat of arms” 
and it was meant to imply that the bike was 
the king of trials. Early Cotas were four- 
speeders but this was soon increased to five 
and then six. Advantages claimed over the 
Bultaco Sherpa were a gear-driven primary 
drive and a smoother delivery of power from 
lower in the rev range. 

In 1975, ADB #2 tested a 172 Cota 
back-to-back with a Yamaha TY175 and 


The distinctive fibreglass seat/ 
tank unit won a design award 













Montesa Cota 247 


praised the Cota for things like the Telesco 
shocks, the uncluttered lines and the 
snail-cam chain adjustment. The 20mm Amal 
carburettor was criticised for its old style 
‘tickler’ instead of a choke for cold starts, 
which covered the cases with pre-mix, but 
overall the testers opted for the Montesa. 

The engine was actually 157. 5cc, not 172, 
as it was a stroked version of the 123. They 
shared a 61mm bore. This was decided 
because the porting on the 123 worked so 
well. If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it. The 
trim-looking tank held 4.5 litres, starting was 
primary kick, compression 11.5:1 and cost 
$895 from Ryan’s Motorcycles in Parramatta. 

The Cota 247 was tested in ADB #4 and it 
actually had a capacity of 247cc, as well as a 
27mm Amal, a five-speed gearbox, 5.7 litres 
of fuel, stainless steel mudguards, a toolkit 

THE ENGINE WAS 
ACTUALLY 157.5CC, 
NOT 172, AS IT WAS 
A STROKED VERSION 
OF THE 123 

and 250mm of ground clearance. 

It went for the same price, $895, but put 
out more horses at the same revs as the 172. 

It was tested against a Bultaco Sherpa T and 
came out on top for both its rideability and the 
fact that it was $155 cheaper. 

ADB #5 tested the 348, which was the bike 
of A-Grade rider Joe Hedrics and emblazoned 
with the words Super Grunt. Joe had put the 
phrase there partly in homage to the bike’s 
pulling power and partly to psyche out his 
opposition. The 348 had enough power to 
suck hills under its front mudguard and could 
turn on a sixpence as well. 

The boys were impressed. The test stated: 
“Even when in the wrong gear the engine 
refused to quit. There were times when it felt 
it was about to, but it never did. That sort of 
thing gives you a lot of confidence.” 

The 348 still had the one-piece seat/tank 
unit, a six-speed gearbox, held five-litres of 
premix fed through a 27mm Amal and used a 
non-primary kickstarter to fire the 305. 8cc. 

The “crinkle cut” fins had become another 
Montesa styling point. 

Weight was 89kg, ground clearance 312mm 
and the distinctive polished alloy guards had 
been replaced with white plastic ones. Lights 
and speedo were fitted for road use and the 
price in 1976 dollars was $1250. judo 
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JH Second sparkplug came in handy when ^ Taillight assembly was designed to 

eb the first one fouled courtesy of the weak a cut the birth rate in Spain, where the 

Motoplat ignition. You could also swap it out public purse was in dire straits, but not 

for a decompressor if prone to drowning for the last time 


HRC YOU LATER 

Honda became a key player in the World Trails 
Championship in the early ’80s when the sport was 
booming, with victory in the 1982, ’83 and ’84 world 
titles using four-strokes piloted by brilliant Belgian 
rider Eddie Lejeune. 

By 1986, Honda owned 85 per cent of Montesa but 
the workforce had been reduced dramatically and only 
the Cota was still being produced, in 125, 200 and 349 
versions. In 1987, the 335 and 307 were launched. 

The last real two-stroke Montesa Cota was an 
alloy-framed, liquid-cooled 311 which ended its run in 
1993. From 1994, the 314R was introduced with a 
four-stroke powerplant, in line with Honda’s own trials 
bikes. The HRC Montesa Cota 4RT took the top spot in 
the 1996 world championship; was second for the next 
three years; first, second and third in 2000; first and 
second from ’01 to ’04; second and third in 2005, 
second in 2006 and returned to the top spot in 2007, 
where it has stayed courtesy of amazing Spanish aerial 
contortionist Toni Bou (right). 
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Finance provided by Pepper Asset Finance PtyLtdACN 1E5 183 317, Australian Credit Licence 458B99.AII applications are subject to Pepper's normal 
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THE BACK END 


(*?S 


10 


BASIC 


5 * 


ADJUSTING 4CS FORK OIL 


Forks contain oil which creates damping. You can change the characteristics of the fork by changing the height of the oil inside. If you increase the 
oil height, then the fork will become slightly stiffer and more progressive. If you lower the height, then the fork becomes less progressive. All forks 
have manufacturer’s specifications when it comes to oil heights but here is how to adjust the height easily on a 4CS fork. 



REMOVE THE FORK 


Firstly, you will need to remove the fork 
from the bike. On some forks, it is possible 
to adjust the oil height with the fork still 
on the bike but, for the most accurate 
measurement, remove it from the bike. 


2 UNDO FORK CAP 


Undo the top fork cap and slide the outer 
fork tube down so you can reach the spring. 


3 HOLD THE LOCKNUT 


Take a spanner, place it between the coils 
and hold the locknut on the damper rod. 


UNSCREW THE CAP 


Unscrew the top cap from the damper rod 
and set it aside on a clean bench. 


5 REMOVE SPRING 


Slide the spring out of the fork tube and set 
it aside. Be careful, as some oil will come 
out on the spring and if you pull the spring 
out too quickly you will wear the oil. 


6 STEEL YOURSELF 


With the fork compressed, slide a steel ruler 
down into the fork tube until it touches the 
oil, this gap between the oil and the top of 


the fork tube with the fork collapsed is the 
oil height. 


SUCK IT UP 


If you want to lower the oil height, take an 
oil-level adjusting tool, such as the one 
made by Motion Pro, and set it to the oil 
height measurement that you are after. 

Slide the tool inside the fork and use the 
syringe to suck out any extra oil until you 
reach your required oil height. 

A simple version of one of these tools 
can be easily made at home with a piece of 
rubber hose and a syringe. 
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8 POUR IT IN 


If you want to raise the oil height, pour some 
extra oil into the fork tube and then suck out 
the excess with the syringe until you reach 
the required oil height. 


TEST RIDE 


Once your oil heights are set, slide the 
springs back into the fork legs, refit both fork 
caps and slide the fork back into the bike. 
Take your machine for a test ride to make 
sure the fork’s performance is where you want 
it to be. 

Technical Editor Mat Boyd 



OILY 

TERMS 


■ Oil viscosity refers 
to the thickness of the 
oil. Damping oils are 
typically thinner than 
other oils. Changes 
in oil viscosity affect 
compression and 
rebound damping. 
Thick oils will increase 
damping, but are more 
likely to cavitate. The 
higher the oil viscosity, 
the more it will protect 
moving parts. 


■ Cavitation is the 
term used when the 
oil becomes foamy or 
creates air bubbles. 
Cavitation causes 
your oil to fade in the 
same way oils with a 
low viscosity index do. 
Most suspension oils 
will consist of an anti- 
foaming agent to reduce 
cavitation. Normally, 
thick oils have a higher 
tendency to cavitate 
than thin oils. 


✓ 

■ Use clean tools and a 
clean work space while 
working on a fork. 


■ If you are adding oil, 
use the same weight 
oil as that already in 
the fork. 


DO 


■ Always check 
the manufacturer’s 
specifications on 
oil heights before 
adjusting. 


DON’T 



■ Over-tighten the 
damper rod. It only 
needs the locknut to be 
nipped up snuggly. 


■ Use any other oil, 
apart from specific 
motorcycle fork oil. 


■ Drop any spring 
preload washers when 
removing the spring 
from the fork. 
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FOX INSTINCT BOOTS 

$649.95, Monza Imports, monzaimports.com.au, (03) 8327 8899 


There is nothing like a good set of boots. 

If you can find a pair that cover safety, fit, 
comfort, durability and functionality, you’re 
on to a winner. And trust us, that’s not 
always easy. 

Fortunately, the Fox Instinct boots which 
I’ve been running for about six months cover 
all those areas. Mostly. 

The Instinct is Fox’s “top of the line” 
model, and for good reason. The Instinct is a 
high-end boot that is designed to go head-to- 
head with the best boots in the business. 

But no matter how good a boot is, you are 
always going to find some aspects that don’t 
quite satisfy you. Let’s talk positives first. 


WE LIKED 


SAFETY There is no denying the protection 
these boots provide. Holding them in your 
hand, they feel sturdier than a Mack truck 
and are quite solid around the outside. You’d 
think this would restrict movement, but the 
boots are still flexible enough for those riders 
who like to throw the bike around a bit. On a 
recent ride, I collected a tree stump with my 


foot and while it did hurt, an average boot 
would have left me with physical damage. 
FUNCTIONALITY The Instinct is designed 
with ease of use and adjustment in mind. 
One of the cool features is the Duratac 
rubber compound used, which is designed to 
help you grip the bike. The rubber is used on 
the side of the boot and on the sole. Another 
unique feature is the hinge lockout system 
which helps prevent hyper-extension. 
BUCKLES I like the buckle system on the 
Instinct better than those on previous boots 
I’ve worn. The design makes clipping in nice 
and easy and ensures that they don’t come 
undone during a ride. 


WE DIDN’T LIKE 


DURABILITY While the buckles are 
functional and easy to use, they are not 
particularly durable. I’ve found the straps 
to be a little flimsy and have damaged some 
of the buckle bases (the bit attached to the 
boot). In fact, when I was out at Park4MX in 
Broadmeadows, Vic, recently, walking back 
to the pits, I jumped over a tyre on the edge 


of the track and one of the buckle bases 
ripped clean out. 

FIT This is probably more of a personal- 
preference thing but I find the boots quite 
tight around the toes. After a day in the 
saddle, I start to feel my feet aching a bit. I 
thought that they might need to wear in but, 
after plenty of use, the problem remains. Or 
maybe I've just got big toes... 


VERDICT 


Along with a helmet, neckbrace and 
kneebraces, boots are the most important 
piece of equipment in a rider’s gearbag. A 
good set of boots is essential, not only to 
protect your feet and ankles, but also to 
help to stay stable and comfortable on the 
bike. The Fox Instinct boots do both of these 
things and they do them well. 

No boot is perfect and there are small 
aspects of the Instinct that I would change, 
but I really am just clutching at straws. This 
boot is well worth the price of admission. 

Dylan Ruddy 


1 18 | APRIL 2016 www.adbmag.com.au 









WE DIDN’T LIKE 


VERDICT 


WE LIKED 


When we began building the RM-Z250 
giveaway bike we didn’t realise how 
valuable it would end up being. The total 
value was close to $20,000 and, with bike 
theft rampant at the moment, we decided 
it would be a good idea to further protect 
our asset by hiding an iSpy GPS Tracker in 
its bowels. 

The iSpy GPS tracker maps everywhere 
your bike goes, your speed and even the 
engine hours. It attaches to the back of 
the ECU or anywhere else you can hide it, 
such as inside the airbox. 

To access your information you simply 
download the app, which is available on 
both Apple and Android. If your bike is 
moved from its current location an SMS 
alert can be sent to your phone and you’re 
able to track its progress. 

One secondary benefit we found with 
the iSpy was using it to track our trails, so 
you can download the route and share it 
with your mates without having to have a 
bulky GPS on the handlebar. 


GPS TRACKING Fortunately the RM-Z250 
wasn’t stolen while in our care, but we did 
use the iSpy to plot some trails when we 
went riding. It made navigating easier the 
next time we went out to the same area 
and could even tell us when the bike had 
been moved in the ADB warehouse. 

PRICE There are a bunch of security 
tracking devices on the market, but not 


many of them double as a GPS router, 
speedo and hour metre. If you bought all 
these accessories separately they’d be 
more than the iSpy’s $269. 

SIZE The iSpy GPS Tracker is smaller than 
most phones, so you won’t notice the extra 
cargo and it won’t take up much space on 
your bike. 

EASE OF USE Fitting the iSpy was easy, 
while navigating and operating the app 
was even easier. 


ANNUAL FEE The yearly fee associated 
with running an iSpy ranges between $90 
and $360. While that’s not a huge ask, 
it can come as a surprise if your bills are 
piling up. 

MOUNTING If your ECU isn’t near the 
airbox, you’ll have to find somewhere else 
to mount the unit. 


The iSpy GPS Tracker is not just a security 
device, it’s an easy-to-use multi-tool. 

The fact you can use it to tracklog 
your route, speed and engine hours is a 
massive bonus. 

While the unit itself is relatively cheap 
to buy the annual running costs are a 
little expensive, but it gives you a shot at 
getting your stolen bike back and if you’ve 
put a lot of time and money into your 
machine that’s got to be good value! 

Editor Mitch Lees 



$41 9.95, Adventure Moto, 
shop.adventuremoto.com.au, 
(02) 9651 3355 


While doing the Ride ADV Finke Desert 
Expedition (ADB #433), I changed 
my mind about the standard seat. I 
had been told that the Suzuki perch 
left much to be desired when it came 
to racking up big kays but ignored 
the advice. Getting a new seat rapidly 
moved from the “luxury” list to the 
top of the “nice to have” category and 
almost edged into the “essential” list 
of modifications. I could manage with 
the factory perch but after about an 
hour and a half, my bum was sending 
out distress calls and, by the two-hour 
mark, it was a case of slide to one side 
for a bit then to the other to alleviate 
the arse ache. 

It was like sitting on the top strand 
of a barbed-wire fence so I went in 
search of some options and found that 
Adventure Moto offered a complete seat 
and a kit, with new foam and cover, 
from Seat Concepts to upgrade what 
Suzuki sees fit to adorn its DR with. 

The quick delivery was a pleasant 
surprise, with the seat arriving only 
two days after I had spoken to Steve 
at Adventure Moto. I went for the 
complete seat rather than the kit, just 
for the ease of swapping over. 

The seats and kits are available with 
standard-height foam as well as 2.86cm 
(1.25inch) lower and taller, with the 
kits being $150 cheaper than the seats. 
Fitting was as simple as removing the 
old perch and bolting on the new one. 

So far there is nothing not to like 
about it as it felt better from the 
moment I got on the bike to try it. 

I’ll have to do another big-distance 
ride to give it the acid test but 
I’m confident it will come through 
unscathed. So far on shorter rides, I’ve 
certainly felt a lot more comfortable. 

Warren Jack 
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$45, Vince Strang Motorcycles, vincestrangmotorcycles.com.au, (02) 6721 0650 


If you are a taller rider, the standard position 
of the footpegs on a Suzuki DR650SE 
can be a little high. Opening up the riding 
position not only makes for increased 
comfort on those big days when it’s a long 
way between outback pubs but it also makes 
it a little easier to move from sitting to 
standing. After years of falling off bikes and 
skis, my knees aren’t the best, so a more 
comfortable sitting position was desirable. 
The footpeg lowering kit offered by VSM is a 
quick and easy fix. 


fit them. It’s not a long job and you barely 
even get your hands dirty. The original ’pegs 
with the mounting arm attached come off, 
the plate goes on in their place and then the 
mounting arms, complete with footpegs, are 
attached to the lower holes in the plate. 
LOCATION The new footpeg position is 
about 30mm lower and 25mm further 
rearward. A small change perhaps but a 
worthwhile one and all that was needed 
after bolting the VSM footpeg lowering kit on 
was a quick adjustment to the gearlever and 
brake pedal positions. 

COMFORT On the Finke Desert Expedition 
I covered 5800km. Nothing vibrated loose, 
my dodgy knees never gave any discomfort 
and it was noticeably easier to stand on the 
Suzuki when required. 


rub with a round file for the bolt shanks 
to fit right through. Nothing really, mere 
seconds of work to rectify, maybe the drill 
which was used to make my set was due for 
a sharpen. 


DELIVERY The kit arrived from Inverell, 

NSW, promptly by post and contained 
everything needed for a quick bolt-on except 
a coldie. Every well-equipped shed should 
have its own sticker-encrusted beer fridge so 
that this doesn’t become a problem. 
INSTALLATION The kit contained the 
lowering plates plus the necessary bolts 
and self-locking nuts, along with a set of 
instructions with clear diagrams on how to 


If like me, you live at higher altitudes 
then opening up the riding position with 
these plates is a worthwhile exercise and 
necessary for long-term comfort. 

It’s a quick and easy option and, at $45, 
a pretty cheap one for the added ease it 
gives. It certainly made the Suzuki a more 
comfortable conveyance over Outback 
corrugations. 

Warren Jack 


BOLT HOLES Nothing not to like about the 
VSM kit, but I have to put something here 
to fill the space so I’ll mention that the bolt 
holes were a little snug and required a quick 
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STUCKMATE 
TRAIL WINCH 

$1 70, Stuckmate, www.stuckmate.com 



Don’t be fooled by the name of this item, 
it’s actually French not Australian, despite 
the Ockerism in the name. The Stuckmate is 
kinda like a manual winch, only without the 
handle. 

To put it simply, the Stuckmate is a device 
to get you out of trouble when you’re stuck 
on a hill or in a bog and, especially, when 
you’re without a mate. The unit connects to 
your fork legs, and has a retractable cord, 
capable of holding up to 300kg, with a 
Velcro strap at the end so you can connect 
it to a tree. As you move forward the cord 
retracts, holding you and your bike in place 
a little further up the hill. 

The Stuckmate is easy to use. The big 
red dial on the top allows you to lock and 
unlock the cord. The carbon-fibre reinforced 
polymer body, which weighs 650g, is 


connected to the fork legs via two U-shaped 
brackets which are very sturdy and so far 
have shown no signs of breaking. 

The cord is just under six metres long 
and is super tough. The locking mechanism 
is incredibly strong, and I’m confident 
if you decided to ghost your bike up an 
embankment while you watched from below, 
the locking mechanism and cord would be 
able to hold it when it came to a stop. 

The unit, which mounts to the top of your 
fender, was a slight distraction while riding, 
and if you knew you were not going to come 
across anything too tricky, it would be easier 
to leave it off. We’ve got a few extreme 
rides coming up, so stay tuned for a full 
evaluation. 

Editor Mitch Lees 




$299.95, Monza Imports, 
monzaimports.com.au, (03) 8327 8899 


One thing I’ve noticed riding on the road 
wearing a full-face motocross helmet with 
goggles is wind noise. At speed it's loud 
and distracting even with earplugs in. 

After a long day without hearing 
protection I was having trouble hearing. 
The solution was obvious, get a proper 
adventure helmet with a visor. So I went 
with the Bell MX-9 Adventure. 

The MX-9 Adventure Barricade Hi-Vis 
looks the goods with its flash grey and 
flourescent green colour scheme, the peak 
is generously-sized without intruding into 
the top of my vision and the faceshield 
has a few positions between open and 
closed to vary ventilation if needed. 

The shield also has generous clearance 
at the top where it meets the helmet 
proper to allow air flow and prevent 
helmet lift at speed. 

The liner and cheekpads clip out 
for easy washing, a feature that makes 
me shudder when I recall the days 
when helmets went a whole season 
accumulating sweat and dust. The fit is 
firm without being tight and no doubt will 
adapt to the odd shape of my head, which 
has been panelbeaten a few times falling 
off motorbikes. 

Inlet vents under the peak and exhaust 
vents at the back allow great air flow on 
Outback adventures. 

Hard to find anything negative about 
this helmet so far but the tab on the 
shield could be slightly bigger to allow 
easier opening with gloved fingers. In low 
temps the vents may need to be covered 
with tape because you can't close them. 

After the initial break-in ride over 
everything from single-lane to main 
highway I’m very happy with the fit and 
performance of the Bell MX-9 Adventure. 

It is quieter than a helmet and goggles 
and now I don’t need earplugs! 

Warren Jack 
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AVADE HEATED TOP 

$1 99.95, Avade, avade.com.au 



With winter fast approaching, it’s important 
you are properly equipped to handle frosty 
conditions, especially if you dwell in the 
southern states. Last winter my nipples had 
frozen solid, and would have been more 
use for cutting holes in my body armour's 
breastplate than ... actually I’m not sure 
what the point of the male nipple is! 

The Avade heated top is made from a rash 
vest-type material that’s stretchy but skin 
tight where it needs to be. 

The heat comes from a pair of wired pads, 
like those in an electric blanket, placed in 
the front and back of the garment, so you'll 
never have to worry about your nipples 
freezing again. To activate the pads you need 
to press a button on the right sleeve. 

It has three different setting: warm, 
warmer and dang you hot! 

The top is designed for warm up and warm 
down, not for cooking you once your body 
temperature gets up. So you can turn it off 
once you’ve defrosted on a ride. 

The pads are powered by a rechargeable 
battery pack in the right rear of the jersey. 


WE LIKED 


EASE OF USE The switch on the sleeve has 
three settings that light up in three different 
colours: green, orange and red. Push the 
button, wait 15 seconds and you’re away. 
BATTERY LIFE I expected the warmth to 
last one hour on full heat, but I managed 
to squeeze three hours out of the hottest 
setting and six out of the coolest one (sorry 
about the typo in the We’re Testing in ADB 
#434, which stated the opposite). 

HEAT I’ve also used the Avade top for 
a trip to the snow. It kept me toasty in 
temperatures below zero. 

FIT I’ve got long levers but the sleeves still 
stretched all the way down to my wrists and 
the torso of the top didn’t ride up my back to 
reveal my muffin top. 

WATERPROOF The wiring is waterproof, 
meaning you can stick it in the wash. 


WE DIDN’T LIKE 


WIRING LOOM The wires that run down 
the arm to the sleeve from the chest are all 
connected and, after a wash, some of the 


wires had pulled out of the chest area and 
got tangled in the arm. 

COLOUR After a day in the dust our white 
top didn’t look so white. The black version 
will probably look better. 

WEATHER Unless you live in the southern 
states, the weather in this wide brown land 
doesn’t make an Avade heated top essential 
That being said, it still gets bloody cold 
come 6am at Finke time! 


VERDICT 


The Avade Heated Top is an excellent piece 
of kit if you find yourself shivering through 
the first hour of your rides on a regular basis. 
It’s light, comfortable, easy to use and does 
a good job of keeping you warm. 

While some of us will never need a heated 
top, many parts of Victoria, Tasmania and 
even NSW and SA will find the Avade heated 
top a brilliant item on those cold early- 
morning rides. 

Mitch Lees 


122 | APRIL 2016 www.adbmag.com.au 











I 




SUZUKI RMX450Z PROTECTION 


Bashplate $175, radiator guards $185, Suzuki Australia, suzukimotorcycles.com.au, (03) 9931 0500 


The Suzuki RMX450Z does not come 
standard with the defence gear needed 
to bash through the Aussie bush. While 
the RMX is a reliable, unbreakable beast, 
just like the DR-Z400, the RMX450Z is 
like a Victoria Secrets’ underwear model, 
while the DR-Z400 is more like the Target 
variety. Built for looks and speed, rather 
than everyday wear. So the stock plastic 
skidplate just isn’t enough. 

Suzuki does sell aftermarket options to 
protect your yellow steed, two of which are 
a bashplate and radiator guards. They’re 
top-shelf kit but something tells us these 
aren’t being produced in Japan. It’s more 


likely they’re manufactured locally for 
Suzuki Australia by a company like Force 
Accessories (hint, hint). 

Both items are incredibly sturdy. I’ve 
dragged the alloy bashplate over many 
logs (see marks in inset pic) and it just 
hits them like a Sherman tank and keeps 
on going. The outside of the bashplate 
is covered in a material called Plascoat, 
which protects the alloy from oxidation 
and looks great, but it does show up some 
scratches. 

The bashplate is installed with three 
bolts: two on the side that go into the 
frame rails and one big Allen-head screw 


at the front. It stayed quiet for about 10 
hours before beginning to rattle a little 
and make some buzzing noise when we 
opened up the RMX to quarter throttle. 

As for the radiator guards, they fit like 
a dream. The stock bolts that hold the 
bottom of the shrouds are only just long 
enough to get the radiator guard in there 
as well. Aside from that, they’re great. 

Both items are a little heavy, but 
that’s what you get if you want serious 
protection. I’ll try jousting with a tree and 
rock hopping before our Full Evaluation to 
see if I can bend some metal. 

Mitch Lees 


Main: Suzuki branded bashplate 
1. Suzuki branded radiator guards 
2. The stock plastic bashplate 
3. Rad guard braces are a snug fit 
4. Hidden coolant reservoir 
5. Chips in the Plascoat 
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TOOLS 

DRILL, DRILL 
BITS, PENCIL DIE 
GRINDER OR 
DREMEL, 
SCREWDRIVER, 
TAP SET, CENTRE 
PUNCH, GREASE 
AND WD40 


DIFFICULTY RATING 



GETTING OUT 
BROKEN BOLTS 


TROUBLE 

Anyone who has owned an early model YZ-F 
or WR-F with an open-cartridge fork will most 
likely have had to deal with the bolt holding 
the brakeline protector snapping in the front 
axle. The front wheel doesn’t go through tyres 
as often as the rear, so it doesn’t get removed 
as often. This, together with dirt and water, 
manages to seize this bolt in the axle and as 
soon as you try to remove it the bolt snaps. 

TRICK 

Getting out this bolt can be tricky as you 
can’t just drill a hole into it and use screw 
extractors such as Ezy Outs. If the bolt is 
seized tight, the extractor will snap. The only 
option is to drill the bolt out. 


Take a centrepunch and punch a hole 
into the very centre of the bolt. The closer 
you get the hole to the centre, the easier 
removing this bolt will be. 

Start with a small, sharp drill bit 
and drill directly down the centre of the 
bolt. Try not to run the drill too fast or you 
will overheat the drill bit in the hardened 
bolt and make it blunt. Use cutting oil or 
penetrating oil. 

Change the drill bit to the next size 
up and drill the hole again. Keep doing this 
until you have drilled all the way out to the 
edges of the thread but not into the thread. 

Take a small pencil die grinder or 
Dremel and gently grind the bolt away until 


. Regies w h !il S J" et y 
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you can see the threads starting to appear. 
Don’t grind into the threads but you want to 
be able to just start to see them all the way 
through the hole. 

Take a sharp screwdriver or pick and 
start to flick out the remainder of the bolt 
from the thread left inside the axle. If you 
have been very gentle then you can pick away 
the remainder of the bolt, leaving a perfectly 
intact thread. 

Spray some penetrating oil into the 
thread and run a tap up and down the thread 
to make sure there are no dags or rust left 
behind. 

Get a new bolt and cover it in grease 
before giving it a test run in the axle. 

Technical Editor Mat Boyd 
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Got a Trick of the Trade you’d like to share? Send words and hi-res images to adbmag@adbmag.com.au 




HOLD THE KNIFE 

1C TROUBLE 

Every time you get new handgrips, you have to cut the 
ends out to fit your handguards. Not only is it really hard 
to get a neat cut, with the shoulder of the 'grip still in 
place, but within weeks the handgrip starts splitting. 

✓ TRICK 

Many roadbike handgrips, like this ProGrip one, come 
with an open end to suit bar-end weights. So there’s no 
more cutting for your handguards. The flange on the grip 
is not as high as on dirt ’grips but if you are worried about 
blisters a set of $6 grip donuts will take care of it. WK 

$ COST A TIME TOOLS 

6 I*/ 1° MINS GRIP GLUE/TIE WIRE 



TOW OOL 

X TROUBLE 

You’ve never had to have your bike towed but you’re 
worried that if you wind a tow rope around your handlebar 
it will pull your bike sideways or might get caught in the 
front brake lever and lock the front wheel. 

•/trick 

Some trailbikes and motocrossers have a threaded hole 
in the middle of the upper or lower triple-clamp that’s 
been used on some model or other to fasten the front 
race plate. Find a high-tensile eyebolt that will screw into 
this hole and has a big enough eye for your tow rope to 
go through it. Now, when you need a tow, push the rope 
through the hole in the eyebolt so that it pulls the bike 
from the middle, and wind the end around your handgrip 
a few times so you can hold it and let go if needed. WK 

d^COST /"K TIME SHIFTER OR SNUB- 

2 y* / 5 MINS fx NOSE PLIERS 



X TROUBLE 

You’re old trailbike has brackets 
all over the place for ADR crap like 
the chainguard and oil emissions 
canister. You want to cut the tabs off 
the frame but are afraid the Finance 
Minister will see you doing it and 
demand a written explanation. 


•/trick 

Don’t cut off those brackets because 
you might want to make your bike 
road legal again one day. Instead, 
use them to bolt and/or cable tie all 
the spare parts like levers that have 
been weighing down your bumbag. 
You can even put spare bolts in 
spare holes. WK 



X TROUBLE 

The Japanese used to think that 
snail-cam chain adjusters would 
help produce the fastest tyre 
changes in the enduro world but 
they forgot to put handles on them 
so you needed a giant spanner for 
both ends of the axle just to adjust 
the chain tension. 


✓trick 

Weld a piece of scrap high-tensile 
steel rod to your snail-cams so 
that you can turn them by hand or 
with a small ring spanner. Try to 
avoid having the rods facing down 
(as above) except when the chain 
is stretched, otherwise your new 
handles might get bent in ruts. WK 
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STANDING IN A 
HARDPACK BERM 

Former Yamaha factory rider Cheyne Boyd now operates Park4MX in Broadford, Vic where 
he still shows people a thing or two about corners, including how to build them 


POSITION 


As you approach the corner, you want to 
ensure that you are in the correct position. You 
need to be standing in an aggressive “attack” 
position and central on the bike. You also 
want to assess the condition of the berm and 
choose the correct line. If you go too high and 
the berm isn’t in good nick, it can blow out, 
resulting in you going off the track or tucking 
the front. 


2 GRIP THE BIKE 


Coming into the corner, you need to grip the 


bike with your knees and absorb any braking 
bumps. Just before you reach the beginning 
of the corner, you want to start to tip it in. 
Remember to stick to your chosen line and 
stay in the attack position. 


3 STAY CENTRAL 


From the start of the corner to the middle, 
you want to try and stay central on the bike. 
Remain in the attack position and keep your 
knees gripped. Always look through the corner 
and not down at the front guard. Keep the 
power nice and smooth. 


ROLL ON THE POWER 


As you reach the middle of the corner, you 
want to start to roll on the power. As you 
accelerate, you have to move your body weight 
forward on the bike. Use your upper body 
strength to keep yourself forward, otherwise 
you will slide back on the bike and unload the 
front tyre. 


5 LOOKAHEAD 


Remember to keep looking through the corner. 
This will help you steer the bike more easily 
and help you exit the corner in the right place. 
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Continue to accelerate through the turn. With 
standing, there is always the risk of tucking 
the front, so stay comfortable, confident and 
centralised on the bike, not swinging over the 
back wheel. 


6 POWER ON 


Accelerate out of the corner and into the next 
section while straightening the bike. Standing 
through corners allows you to carry more speed 
through the corner and sets you up better for 
the next section. 

with Dylan Ruddy 



STAND 

AND 

DELIVER 


■ Standing up allows 
you to carry more speed 
through a corner. It 
also helps you conserve 
energy that would be 
used moving from the 
seated to standing 
position. 


■ Standing requires a 
strong back. 


■ The main difference 
between sand and 
hardpack is body 
position. In sand, you 
need to be further back 
on the bike, in order 
to keep the front-end 
light so it doesn’t dig in 
to the sand. Hardpack 
allows you to be more 
forward on the bike. 


■ The more open the 
corner, the better it is 
to stand. On a tighter 
corner, sitting may 
be the better option. 
With standing, there 
is always the risk of 
tucking the front, so it’s 
imperative to make the 
right choice. 
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SIDECOVER 


Look for an aftermarket sidecase that has a seperate 
cover for the oil filter, saving you from having to dump 
the coolant every time you change the filter. 


BRAKES 

The front brake is a single disc 
with twin-piston floating caliper 
while the rear has a single-piston 
floating caliper. 


FRAME 

The frame had a sticker saying 
‘Kawasaki Heavy Industries’. 


WEIGHT 

The RM-Z 250 comes in at a 
dry weight of about 92.5kg. 


JOINT VENTURE 


PRICE 

GUIDE 

$3800 

to 

$4900 

NEW PRICE 

2004 $9990 

2005 $9990 

2006 $9990 


SECOND HAND 

2004 $3800-$4600 

2005 $4000-$4800 

2006 $4200-$4900 


All prices listed on this page 
are from The Red Book 
(redbook.com.au) and are 
indicative market range only. 


Suzuki’s first attempt at a 250cc 
four-stroke motocrosser came as a 
combined effort with Kawasaki in an 
effort to cut development costs. 

The RM-Z250 and KX250F were 
identical, apart from the plastics. You 
could actually change your Suzuki 
into a Kawasaki and your Kawasaki 
into a Suzuki if you wanted. The 
motors were twin overhead cam units 
with shim-and-bucket adjustment. 

The motor was fed an air/fuel 
mixture through a Keihen FCR 
carburettor and kept cool through two 
nicely sized radiators. After the RM-Z 
came out, Suzuki announced a recall 
to replace the spark arrestor in the 
airbox and the hot-start plunger. 

The plunger was replaced to 
prevent water entering the carby and 
potentially seizing the device. The 
spark arrestor was replaced to try 


to rectify a problem with the valves 
wearing prematurely. 

Suzuki gave all kinds of reasons for 
the wear, such as incorrectly fitted air 
filters and overheating, but I can tell 
you the standard valves just weren’t 
up to scratch. 

A common fix was to fit stainless 
steel valves and then replace the valve 
springs with dual coils to compensate 
for the heavier valves. This would 
result in a slight drop in performance 
but a much more durable engine. 

The other, much more expensive, 
option was to fit titanium valves and 
copper beryllium valve seats. This 
maintained valve train performance 
and was much more durable. 

The other RM-Z problem was that 
when it came to changing the oil filter 
you had to dump the coolant and 
remove the water pump cover. 


When looking at buying one of 
these bikes second hand be sure to 
check with the owner as to what type 
of valves are in the head and how long 
ago they were fitted. 

Also check to see if the bike starts 
and idles smoothly. A dead giveaway 
of crook valves on these bikes is that 
they are hard to start and will either 
idle really high, hunt up and down or 
not idle at all. 

And as with any second-hand bike, 
be sure to check all the suspension 
linkages are moving freely, without 
any excessive play or tightness, and 
check to see the brakes work correctly 
before test riding it. 

These bikes performed well once 
their problems were rectified. They 
are very nimble to ride and were a 
great race bike if looked after well. 

Technical Editor Mat Boyd 





F Honda CRF250R 

$3000-03900 


Kawasaki KX250F Yamaha YZ250F KTM250SXF 

$2900-03900 $3200-04300 $3600-04300 
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^ A better way forward 


http://motorcycle.michelin.com.au 

Active 8 Yamaha Rider Beau Raulston 2015 AORC E2 Champion 





THE BACK END , | READER’S RIDE 



Ht WHAT I DID TO IT 


The bike has more than enough power to cart my big 
butt around the track and that’s saying something! 
I’m very happy with the stock engine for 2015. Any 
rider would feel comfortable to hop on and go for it. 
Having had the suspension set up for myself makes 
the power of the bike very usable. 


L WOULD I RECOMMEND IT 


Hondas are renowned as being the best handling 
bike. It doesn’t matter what level rider you are, the 
bike feels comfortable right out of the box. Having 
ridden Hondas my whole life I felt right at home 
with the whole ergonomics of the bike. 

Last year Honda introduced the three different 
map settings which alter the performance of the 
bike to cater to a wide variety of riders and tracks, 
which is a really cool feature. 

with Dylan Ruddy 


Having been off the bike for the last few years due 
to injury and sporting commitments, it was time to 
get back on the horse. I’ve always been a Honda 
guy so it seemed fitting to buy another one. There’s 
no better feeling in the world than getting a few 
mates together and having a crack. 


Being heavier than the average rider, my first 
point of call was SPMX in Seaford to tweak the 
suspension. If you’re a beginner through to a pro 
they can help you achieve the best performance 
out of your machine. It makes a world of difference 
being able to feel comfortable on the bike. 

The graphics are by The Collective Family. There’s 
an RHK bling kit including wide footpegs, DID 
heavy-duty gold chain, black anodised rear sprocket 
and Topline seatcover. 


I The bike gets ridden one or two times a 
week at either Ride Park Parwan, FCMP, 
NDMX or Park4MX (all in Victoria). 

2 All mechanical work was done at Moto 
Heaven in Moorabbin or SPMX. 

3 Graphics kit was made to resemble 
Rylan’s favourite team in the US, Geico 
Honda, with his favourite number. 

4 Full Yoshimura carbon-fibre titanium 
exhaust is next on the agenda. 

5 Rylan is renowned for having minor 
issues on rides, like getting a flat or 
dropping it and piercing a radiator. 


HONDA CRF250R 

WHAT 2015 Honda CRF250R 
WHO Rylan Mahony 

WHERE I GOT IT Privately 
HOW MUCH $4800 


K WHY I BOUGHT IT 


K HOW DOES IT GO 


| ■ 


GEICO TRIBUTE 


1. Rylan went straight to SPMX 
for springs and a revalve 

2. The Collective Family in 
Bayswater, Vic did the graphics 

3. The wide footpegs and bling 
kit came from RHK, but MXSP 
in Qld supplied the folding gear 
lever and brake pedal 
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+ 100% Italian made quality. + Massive 5 year warranty. 

^ + Ultra Light Weight. 

U + Multi-Density EPS Styrene Liner provides optimum impact 
if absorption & disbursement for outstanding safety. 

/* + Removable Clima Comfort Liner with high tech microfibre 

matenals and antibacterial treatment for long lasting fit and feel. 

+ Air Booster vent system feeds air through multiple internal 
channels, and rear extractor vents provide efficient hot air removal 
N + Ultra wide eye port to suit all goggle sizes 

+ High quality graphics with special Hi-Brile protective Gel-Coat 
to provide better colour hold and durability. 


FOR MORE INFO 









FACTORY RIDE 


I The last time Chad Reed raced a 
Yamaha was in 2008, when he won the 
AMA Supercross title for the second time. 


TRUE BLUE BLOOD 


THE RIDER: CHAD REED 


The bike I’m on now from the bike that we had for the 
Monster Energy Cup [in October] is quite a bit different. 
And we’re happy. We’ll chase a little bit here or there 
but we’re happy with the bike so far. I need to work on 
my starts a bit, although we figured out some things. 

I don’t believe I’m close to the JGR Yamaha set-up, 

I’m off on my own direction on the bike. A lot of times 
you’ll leave a race and have this or that to work on but 
we’re pretty set. We’ll try some things and it’s early but 
I’m pretty happy with my Yamaha so far. 


THE MECHANIC: SHANE DREW 
(CHASSIS DEVELOPMENT) 


He [Chad] definitely likes really stiff rear suspension 
and although his front suspension is reasonably stiff, 
I’ve seen other guys like Tomac who go way stiffer on 


the front-end. But the rear is about the stiffest of any 
rider I’ve worked with. We’re on KYB spring forks and 
he tried the air stuff at first. Everyone thinks Chad 
hates the air fork but he didn’t hate it, he just thinks 
the spring fork is better. I think the KYB air stuff works 
a little better than the components he had at Honda. 

His ability to test is great, he’s a pretty damn good test 
rider. If he’s struggling a bit, he can go off on his own 
ideas. But when he’s on his game, he knows what he 
wants. He’ll put in the time testing and be there all 
day, every day if that’s what it takes. And he’s got a 
great memory, he can remember what he ran in 2003. 
He’s a pretty neutral guy as far as set-up is concerned. 
Nothing really crazy. He runs his levers closer to the 
fingers than other guys. Stock seat and super tacky 
Renthal grips with a standard-width handlebar. 

with Steve Matthes 


2 While there are other Yamaha- 
mounted riders in the AMA, a Yamaha 
factory team has been absent for some 
years. Reed’s switch to Yamaha marks the 
blue brand’s re-entry as a factory team 
under the name Monster Energy/360fly/ 
Chaparral/Yamaha Factory Racing. 

3 Chad says the stock Yamaha motor is 
awesome, “it’s a tractor”. He says 
there’s been some work done to it but 
nothing crazy. 

4 Reed has used the same tyres since 
before the Monster Energy Cup In Las 
Vegas, even in Australia. They are Dunlop 
Geomax MX32s with 13 pounds in the front 
and 11.5 pounds in the rear. 

5 His subframe is cut a little bit lower 
but the geometry is very close to 
stock. The links are not longer than stock 
or anything like that. 


1. KYB shock is set up very stiff 
to suit Reed’s riding style 

2. Chad will only say ‘some work’ 
has been done on the engine 

3. Factory Effex somehow 
conjured up a graphics kit that 
included all the sponsors 
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SAVE BIG 
TODAY WITH 
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THE BACK END | LONG TERMERS 



Mat finds that less oil means more air 


Main: Fork situation sorted 

1. The air we breathe 

2. The big H is getting clearer 

3. Caution, kneebraces at work 
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More suspension 


Kustom MX graphics and 
Bridgestone Battlecross X30 
tyres. 


DIGIT PROTECTORS < 

A set of handguards this big are usually only seen on enduro bikes, 
but Husqvarna offer them as standard with their motocross range. 
They might look big and ugly, but you will be thanking the Swedish 
gods Husky have fitted them if you often find yourself working your 
way through the pack rather than leading it. Roost and motocross 
debris (some tracks have bricks expsoed so you never know what will 
be flicked up into your hands) can catch your fingers and either end 
a day’s racing prematurely or leave you with broken, welted fingers. 
They’ll also save a lever or two if you go over! 


THIS SETTING 
WORKS MUCH 
■ BETTER FORI 


QUICKER RIDERS OR 
RIDERS OVER 80KG 


After riding the 
FC350 on several 
tracks over the last 
month and playing 
with different oil heights in 
the 4CS fork I have come to 
realise that a height of 90mm 
from the top is much better than 
the 100mm I had. One of the 
biggest complaints with the 4CS 
fork is that it blows through the 
stroke far too easily. By reducing 
the fork air volume by adding oil 
and making the height 90mm, 
the action becomes much more 
progressive and stiffens up 
much more nicely towards the 
bottom of the stroke. 

This setting works much 
better for quicker riders or riders 
over 80kg but, for beginners or 
light-weights, the 100mm oil 
height from the top would be 
better. Now that I have got the 
suspension dialled to perfection 
I am really starting to feel how 
nimble and easy this bike is to 
throw around. 

With the airbox opened up 
and the exhaust de-restricted I 
really like how much power the 
350 can produce. It still doesn’t 
have the torque of a 450 and 
has to be revved harder, more 
like a 250, but the motor has 
loads more pull through the 
gears than a 250. 

I am noticing that I have to 
be on top of my gear changes a 
little more, just like on a 250. 

I can not be slow with my left 
foot and rely on engine torque to 
make up for my laziness. 

With all this said, I am gelling 
well with the bike and feel very 
comfortable. I haven’t got to 
race the bike as yet because of 
the rain but I am hanging to get 
on the startline and have a go. 


Servicing the 
Husky has been an 
easy task. I clean and 
re-oil the air filter after 
every ride and every five hours I 
have been dumping the engine 
oil and replacing the oil filter. 

I haven’t seen any nasty metal 
filings in the oil filter or on the 
magnetic sump plug so I know 
everything inside the engine is 
running well. 

One thing I feel like I really 
need to brag about on the 
Husky is the brakes. It is so 
hard to beat a set of Brembo 
brakes. They give such a solid 
and confidence-inspiring feel. 
The levers and pedal are all 
comfortable and perform their 
jobs perfectly. 

To back that up there is the 
new Magura hydraulic clutch 
which works effortlessly. Another 
thing that is high on my brag list 
are the handgrips. 

This is the first time I have 
used ODI lock-on ’grips. They 
are comfortable, have loads of 
grip and I know they are never 
going to move. 

I have a small OCD problem 
when it comes to ’grips. They 
need to be comfortable and 
never move. 

If a ’grip moves slightly then 
I am done with it and it needs 
to be removed, reglued and lock 
wired into place. The ODI ’grips 
are certainly a win, hopefully 
more 'grip companies follow in 
ODI’s footsteps. 

Next month the FC350 is 
getting a full custom sticker 
kit from Kustom MX graphics 
and a new set of Bridgestone 
Battlecross X30s. Check back 
then to see how it all turns out. 
Technical Editor Mat Boyd 
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IHEB {END LONG TERMERS 


COMFORTABLE TO 
KEEP STANDING 
AND LEAN 
FORWARD TO 
WEIGHT THE 


Main: Get your head up, slack arse 

1. B&B bashplate all shiny 

2. Kickstarter is a neat fit 

3. More space at top of shroud 

4. Sweet, still 100km to go 
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OPEN ALL HOURS 

Finally the YZ-X has racked up some time in the forest 



Motoz Hybrid tyre, GYTR pipe 

and flywheel, ProBolt kit 


Warranty: Three months parts 
Distributor: Yamaha Australia, 
Web: yamaha-motor.com.au 


( 02 ) 9757 0011 


* 


With the YZ’s duties as a 
pristine magazine photo model 
completed with this month’s hit- 
out against the Sherco 250SE-R 
(page 42) it was time to hook into 
some serious mods. ADB’s enduro 
testing crew and freestyle motocross fans 
had managed to leave boot marks on the 
front guard and headlight with their heel 
clicker routines but never mind. 

At least it wasn’t too late to protect the 
frame rails, by organising an alloy bashplate 
from B&B Off-Road in Ballarat, Vic. These 
guys have been around almost as long as the 
YZ two-stroke so it was no surprise that they 
had a jig to make the required component. 

The B&B bashplate doesn’t go around the 
expansion chamber but the stock exhaust 
seems to be built tough enough to take a 
few hits. Not having the extra protection 
also avoided us having to worry about 
whether the bashplate would clear the GYTR 
by FMF Nickle Torque Exhaust that’s on its 
way from Sydney. 

We have finally managed to get the 
hour meter into double figures and that 
was partly thanks to the GYTR 12.1 litre 
fuel tank, with its 50 per cent increase in 
capacity over the stocker. Nothing like a 
boost in (petrol) supply to increase demand. 

There were no issues fitting the tank, we 
just swapped over the mounts and fuel tap 
from the stock tank and flushed it out with 
a few litres of petrol to make sure there 
were no traces of plastic from the moulding 
process. The tank is translucent so you can 
watch the level go down but the radiator 
shrouds stop it looking totally naked. 

It does kick the shrouds out slightly, 
particularly at the top, so we were a bit 
worried about what would happen to them 
in the tight. It’s also slightly wider between 


the legs when sitting forward to 
weight the front-end. 

First stop was the Strad broke 
State Forest for a quick blast on 
fireroads and non-techo singletrack to 
get that hour meter ticking over. We did 
three laps of a 50km circuit at moderate pace 
without breathing hard and it looked like the 
GYTR tank was still good for another lap. 

The main tracks had all been groomed 
for the fireys but didn’t look like they’d had 
much use since then. It was pretty funny to 
see rock wallabies come shooting out of the 
new stormwater pipes under the road as we 
approached. It was a hotday. 

With the revised ergos, it seemed more 
comfortable to keep standing and lean 
forward to weight the fork. The extra fuel 
certainly hadn’t stopped the YZ’s friskiness. 

A couple of days later we were up at 
the Toolangi State Forest trailriding area 
with Editor Mitch Lees on the RMX450Z 
long-termer. You couldn’t have more of a 
contrast from Strad broke, was lots of tight 
singletrack, climbs and descents at Toolangi. 
The terrain up there is an interesting mixture 
of loam and rocky sections. 

The stock gearing on the YZ-X was a little 
high for this stuff but the bike reinforced 
its reputation for being light and flickable. 
Still, would’ve accepted a 5kg penalty to 
have been able to use a start button before 
Mitch turned up on some of those hills. 

We did fill up the tank before this ride, 
which wasn’t really necessary, and the stock 
Dunlop AT81 rear is pretty flogged out for 
hillclimbing so we’ll be back up at Toolangi 
shortly to test out the latest changes. 

There’s also the suggestion of some dirt 
tracking at Broadford with a Motoz Hybrid 
on the back. Mitch reckons I’ll eat dirt. 

Wo Iter Kuiper 
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THE BACK END | LONG TERMERS 



The cost of my work was $520 
, to re-valve plus the cost of 
\ RM-Z450 springs 


90% of the suspension work I 
do is mailed to me 


All Pro Racing and RG3 
Suspension work on everything 
from Euro to Jap. 


ALL PRO 
RACING 

All Pro Racing and RG3 
Suspension 
0438789839, (02) 
49668097 


SPENT 


Suspension mods that won’t break the bank 
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Main: Mitch tests the new suspension out 

1. Pulling the shock apart 

2. Shim stack for the shock 

3. Jay Foreman rebuilds the shock 

4. Ready to mail out 

5. One way to machine a spacer 

6. And the other wy to machine parts 

7. Top out gear looks the goods 

8. Nice to have a Factory mechanic spinning 
spanners on your pride and joy 


■ Z450 motocrosser. Our guess is that 

Suzuki has attempted to make the 
bike feel a little more ‘enduro’ for an 
average-sized rider. That’s a long way off my 
100kg with gear and I desperately needed 
the motocross springs. 

For most trailriders the MX suspension will 
feel a little harsh, but for bigger blokes like 
me, it’s actually better to run the motocross 
suspension out of the RM-Z, only with 
different valving. 

The stiffer fork springs help the bike to 


The money you can spend on 
suspension mods is limitless. But, 
according to factory mechanic Jay 
Foreman, from All Pro Racing and RG3 
Suspension, just because you spend more 
than your mates doesn’t mean you’re going 
to be faster or that your suspension is going 
to be better. 

In fact, depending on your skill level and 
weight, sometimes a simple re-valve could be 
the best option. The Suzuki RMX450Z comes 
standard with softer springs than the RM- 
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WITH THE MOTOCROSS KIT 
FITTED TO THE RMX450Z. THE 
BIKE FEELS LIKE IT SKIPS OVER 
THE BUMPS RATHER THAN 
PLOUGHS THROUGH THEM 


HANDY TIP 

When removing the shock from your RMX450Z 
or RM-Z450, you can pull it out the right side, 
rather than out the top. To get the shock out I 
removed the seat, undid the top subframe bolt, 
loosened the bottom subframe bolts and pulled 
the subframe back from the frame. This meant I 
also had to detach the airboot. I then pulled the 
shock straight out the top. Wrong move. There is 
a better way! 

By simply removing the muffler and sideplate 
the shock will pull straight out the right side 
of the bike. If only I had known this, because 
reattaching the airboot was a pain in the arse. 


sit higher in the stroke and use that plushness 
at the top of the stroke to absorb the sharp 
choppy bumps. 

Unfortunately, when measuring static sag on 
the stock suspension my riding weight made 
the bike sit lower in the stroke. This caused it 
to feel harsh in the mid-part of the action. 

No matter how slow or fast I was going on 
the RMX450Z I couldn’t shake that harsh 
feeling in the front-end. It absorbed the little 
stuff like a lounge chair but the impact of the 
square-edged rubbish went straight up my 
forearms and gave me bad arm pump. 

I also struggled with the standard shock 
spring on erosion mound jumps. I easily 
bottomed the shock when landing and the 
rebound was too slow. 

To resolve these issues, Ex-Factory Mechanic 
Jay Foreman from All Pro Racing and RG3 
Suspension, near Newcastle, NSW, rebuilt the 
fork and shock. I’d already spoken to Jay about 
the problems I was having and he had the 
perfect remedy (see sidebar on the right). Jay 
had the work done in a few hours and I was on 
my way back to Melbourne to go riding. 

I picked a test track we use regularly in the 


Bunyip State Forest for my first ride with the 
modified suspension. Instantly I noticed the 
improved performance in the initial part of the 
stroke. Preventing the bike from sitting too 
low in the stroke helped with tree roots and 
downhill breaking bumps. The heavier fork 
springs prevented the front-end from diving 
under braking when trying to tip into corners. 

While the fork was an improvement, I found 
the shock modifications more noticeable. It 
absorbed the bumps without bouncing around 
like a poorly built trailer. I still managed to 
bottom the shock on one big over-jump but the 
regular trail junk now went unnoticed. 

It’s amazing how much of a difference a 
reasonably priced suspension job can make. I 
found the RMX450Z heavy and cumbersome in 
the corners because the standard setup was too 
slow and soft. 

Plowever, with the motocross kit fitted, the 
bike feels like it skips over the bumps rather 
than ploughs through them. It feels better 
balanced and more aggressive. 

In other news, I’ve made some changes to 
the throttle pull and the seat, but more on that 
next time. Editor Mitch Lees 


Main: Valving and rods ready to go in the fork legs 



ALL PRO RACING 
RG3 WORKS MAGIC 


We focused mainly on revalving the fork and 
shock. It’s a complex job, we have to change the 
compression, mid-valve and rebound on the fork. 
We’re trying to introduce a plushness to it while 
helping the bike sit up more in the stroke. 

It’s very similar to what we did with the 
Factory Suzuki motocross bikes. Suzuki have 
been running the 47mm Showa motocross fork 
for a while so we’re pretty comfortable with it. 

The shock needed more plushness and we 
achieved this by holding it up a bit and helping it 
sit higher. We modified the valving and replaced 
the shock spring with the heavier RM-Z450 one. 

If you’re a 70kg guy the stock spring will be fine, 
but you will still need to re-valve it. 

Putting the heavier springs in the fork allows 
us to soften up the valving. We can rely more 
heavily (pardon the pun) on the springs to hold 
the bike up, rather than the valving which means 
we can go softer on the valving. 

This allows us to use a plusher setting and get 
the full travel of the fork legs. We also increased 
the shim stack in the fork and shock to give it a 
more progressive feel. 

A standard fork can tend to sit in the hard 
part of the valving. We want it to use the entire 
travel. I think Suzuki has gone with the softer 
spring in the RMX450Z, as opposed to the 
RM-Z450, because that is the normal thinking 
when you are building an enduro bike. Every 
manufacturer does this. 

The fork in the RMX450Z is very adaptable. It 
can be setup for just about anybody and is a very 
forgiving fork. You can race it or trailride, but for 
now we’ve set it up for a trailrider. 

It can be tricky to find a set up for off-road 
riding because the terrain is always changing. 

Jay Foreman 
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THE SECRET 


BEHIND EVERY DNA AIRFILTER. 


'1 



Billet marine grade aluminum CNC machined removable top, 


Factory installed high quality EVA precision cut seal 


Highest filtering efficiency for extreme off-road use 
(98-99% filtering efficiency, 2% better than oiled foam types) 


The DNA CRF450 MX filter flows 24.00% morS 
than the stock Honda filter @ 177.80 CFM = ; 




THE NEXT GENERATION OF HIGH PERFORMANCE AIR FILTERS ARE NOW AVAILABLE FROM YOUR FAVOURITE MOTORCYCLE DEALER. 

For info about Ph: 02 9484 0777 Email: sales@kenma.com.au or visit If you’re in WA Ph: 08 9355 2001 TAS Ph: 03 6339 2770 



Enjoy the most varied traits in Australia with the Detour crew 
✓We source and maintain only the best local trails 
| / One to seven day tailored rides - solo or with mates 
f ✓ Check the website for a weekend that suits your group 
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THE BACK END | KIDS’ CORNER 


MOUNTED 

DIVISION 

Don’t know where to mount your camera in order 
to get the best footage? ADB is here to help! 


HELMET: The most obvious 
place to mount your camera. 
It can be mounted using 
adhesive mounts or straps. 
Adhesive mounts result in 
less shaky footage, but once 
you put them on, they are 
hard to get off without 
leaving permanent marks on 
the helmet. Make sure that 
the camera is pointing in the 
right direction. Too high and 
you’ll just see the sky. Too 
low, and you’ll just see the 
bike. A general rule of thumb 
is to point it a little higher 
than you think it would need 
to go. This is because most 
riders tilt their heads forward 
a little when they ride. 

BODY: Using a chest harness 
or a wrist housing to mount 
your camera can result in 
unique angles that will give 
you a bit of variety in your 
footage. Chest mounts will 
capture more of the bike than 
a helmet mount. Depending 
on how much you move your 
body, the chest mount can 
result in stable footage as 
well. The biggest thing is to 
ensure you point in the right 
direction. 

BIKE: This is an option that 
isn’t widely used in the dirt 
bike world. The main reason 
for this is that it can result in 
shaky footage if the camera 
isn’t mounted properly. It 
also means you’re more likely 
to lose the camera in a crash. 




USE THE 
FORCE 


The world has gone Star Wars crazy. 
Ten years after the last film was 
released, The Force Awakens is set to 
inspire a new generation of fans. 
Clearly someone at Fox Racing was 
inspired too. In celebration of the 
new movie, Fox has released a 
limited edition R2-D2 V3 helmet that 
is designed to make you look like 
Luke Skywalker’s legendary sidekick. 
Sadly, there are no plans for an 
Australian release, but let’s hope that 
changes and that an Australian 
version is in a galaxy not so far away. 



RXR ARMOUR 

The RXR Protect Strongflex body armour uses 
Air Shock Absorber technology. What does that 
mean? Well, basically the armour is inflatable 
and absorbs at least nine times more energy 
than traditional plastic armour. The armour 
comes with a hand pump that allows you to 
inflate it via a Schrader (bike tyre) valve. You 
can also customise it by adding graphics. 




THE FASTEST I 

- JUST ASK DUNGEY, CANAF 




POINT 

BREAK 

The 1991 film Point Break was 
about a gang of surfer dudes who 
robbed banks in their spare time. 
If you don’t know it, ask your 
parents. Now there’s a remake 
and a bunch of other action 
sports have been added to the 
storyline, including freestyle 
motocross. The opening 
sequence sees the main 
character, Johnny Utah, scaling a 
gnarly ridgeline on his motocross 
bike, in Swingarm City, Utah. 
Johnny and his mate are rocking 
Troy Lee Designs gear and appear 
to be riding Yamahas. The crew 
of stunt riders featured Dustin 
Nowak, Dave Castillo, and Steve 
Haughelstine. Check out this 
cool behind-the-scenes vid 
(https://www.youtube.com/ 
watch?v=FLGEHEIrlvw). If you 
missed the film in cinemas, 
make sure you grab it on DVD. 




NAME THAT TRICK! 

Can you name these three freestyle motocross tricks? 

Send us your answers and if you’re right, you might 
win an ADB merch pack! 




COBRA 
CX50 JR 

The Cobra CX50 JR is a 50cc 
two-stroke bullet which has won 
championships all around the 
world. Have a look at the 
results from Loretta Lynn’s 
Amateur National 
Championships in the USA and 
you’ll see just how successful 
and how popular Cobras are. 

The CX50 JR is a single- 
speed auto and weighs in at a 
featherweight 36kg. It has a 
seat height of 607mm, which is 
perfect for the little tackers and 


holds 2.6L of fuel. The bike is 
priced at $5530. Considering 
that this is a world-class junior 
bike, that is not a bad deal! 
Head to cobranation.com.au for 
more information. 

The CX50 JR is back in 
2016 with some updates. Here 
are some of them: 

Improved clutch shoes 

New clutch basket 

Improved clutch springs 

New fork cartridge guide bushings 

New handlebar 

Extended swingarm 

Improved rear tyre bead design 

New Dunlop MX52 all-terrain tyres 

New FLO Yellow plastic 




SPOT THE DIFFERENCE WINNER 

Congratulations to Finn White for winning the Hunter Lawrence Spot the Difference competition from issue 
#437. Finn correctly identified the differences and, as a result, he has won a set of Pirelli Scorpion Extra J 
tyres! Stay tuned for another chance to win a set of Pirellis in an upcoming issue. 

Answers: 1 . Yamaha logo on radiator shroud. 2. Bell logo on helmet. 3. Dual exhausts. 4. Red and blue AXO 
logo. 5. Side plate missing race number 



MINIBIKES ON THE PLANET. 

n TOMAC, WEBB, MILLSAPS, ALESSI OR CIANCIARULO. 

www.cobranation.com.au :: @cobranationoz :: www.facebook.com/CobraNationOz 
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WORDS & PHOTOS // MITCH LEES 


SPOILT 

ROTTEN 

Kids nowadays have it too easy! Cameron 
Bell learns the hard way in this KX comparo 


G rommets, are you sick of 
hearing the phrase “Back 
in my day...”? Do your 
parents like to remind you 
how much harder they 
had it when they were kids? Well, we’ve 
put together a feature that will put to 
rest all those claims. We don’t want to 
encourage dissing your parents, but this 
yarn could keep them at bay. 

What if you could ride a bike that was 
top of its class when your parents were 
ankle biters, back in the 1980s, and 
then hop straight on the latest version of 
the same machine, the 2015 Kawasaki 
KX85, that sports the same model name 
and capacity and has claimed titles all 
over the world? 

We reckon it’s the best way to silence 
the oldies, and the best way to compare 
the bike your old man rode with the one 
you ride. But, to give the 2015 model 


a slight advantage we decided to run a 
modified KX85, much like you’d race 
(who runs a bike in stock trim anyway?) 

To get a fare assessment of both 
machines we enlisted the help of 
Cameron Bell, who rides a KX85. Cam 
is not a front runner at the nationals but 
can hold his own on a motocross track, 
so his skill level should even the playing 
field and give us the best chance of an 
unbiased outcome. Cam owns a 2015 
KX85 (the one in this test) so he is 
already familiar with the green machine. 
ADB: What was your first reaction when 
you threw a leg over the 1983 KX80? 
CAMERON BELL: When I sat on the 
KX80 it felt higher than my KX85 
because mine has been lowered. It was 
higher, but the frame felt smaller than 
mine. It was a whole different bike to the 
KX85. My seat is chopped down so the 
old seat felt a lot different. It was easy 





Main: The KX80 seat was a little 
high for our tester, Cameron Bell 

1. Woooa, down boy 

2. Cameron could handle it 

3. Now for the race numbers 

4. Loading the fork is essential 


EN I FIRST 
AT ON THE 
X80 IT FELT 
IGHER THAN 
YKX85 
BECAUSE MINE 
AS BEEN 
LOWERED 
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1983 KX80 
TRICK STUFF 

The bike was largely stock, but it did require a 
considerable amount of restoration. Aaron Meyer, from 
Meyer Racing, did the work and did a very impressive job. 
The bike was faultless all day, and ran like a new one. 


THANKS TO 

Kawasaki Australia 
(for parts it had in stock) 
Pirelli Extra X tyres 
RK chain 
Motul Oils 
Bolt Motorcycle Hardware 
FI Moto 
ProX Racing 
Wossner Pistons 
Winderosa Gaskets 
Werribee Sandblasting 
Smashmasters Geelong 
(for the paint job) 


to move around on, but I couldn’t move on 
to the front of the seat because of the shape. 
The seat wasn’t slippery, despite looking it, 
it is just weird because the bike felt smaller 
through my legs and then gradually got 
bigger. The seat was really fat. It felt like you 
were sitting on a couch. The seat was really 
nice, it was really soft. 

ADB: So you didn’t like the way the seat met 
the tank? What was it like riding a bike that 
has a steel petrol tank? 

CB: There is certainly a big difference 
between the two bikes, where the tank meets 
the seat. The 2015 KX85 seems quite long, 
whereas the old tank and seat feels really 
short. The 1983 KX80 prevents you from 
feeling like you’ve got full grip with your 
knees. And there’s no way you’re going to get 
to ride the petrol cap on the 1983 KX80 or 
at least get close to the front of the bike in 
corners. You’re about 10cm off. 

ADB: So what about the dated ergonomics? 
CB: The levers just felt like stock ones. They 
were a little longer, which meant you had 
more room for your hands. I liked the levers. 


K 


salt 
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2015 KX85 
TRICK STUFF 

Pirelli MX32 tyres 
Topline seatcover 
FI Moto radiator hoses 
Nihilo Concepts ignition 
cover and case saver 
Pro Circuit pipe 
and muffler 
ProTaper 'bar, 'grips 
and rear sprocket 
Ringmaster Images 
graphics kit 
Raptor footpegs 
RK gold chain 
Xtrig triple-clamps 
Chad’s Offroad 
Setup’s suspension 
VHM cylinder head 


Main: PC header looks vulnerable on #302 

1. Steel swingarm and scarey drum brake 

2. No downtubes behind the engine 

3. Engine doesn't look that different 

4. Expansion chamber sticks out more 

5. There goes your school fees, son 

6. How tasty is that ignition cover? 

7. Chad Talbot tricked up the suspension 

8. He also brings in the Xtrig stuff 

9. Raptor titanium footpegs are cool 


www.adbmag.com.au APRIL 2016 | 1 47 








i-'/ • : 


THE 2016 TC 85 M0T0CR0SS 


An agile and powerful little 2-stroke equipped with the most advanced technology available in small-size motocross. The TC 85 


is the ideal entry into motocross for the champions of tomorrow. Featuring cutting-edge design innovations and premium-quality 



Full features + benefits of the new 2016 range 

www.husqvarna-motorcycles.com 


components, going to the next level was never more fun or as effortless as this. 


Bl /zzw S El sbss . 



Husq varna 

MOTORCYCLES 







Main: Square off that turn 

1. Cam bottoms out off a jump 

2. Leading-axle fork was not soft 

3. KX85 seat has been knifed 

4. KX80 couch has more foam 


ADB: Okay, so what about kickstarting the old 
girl? Surely that would’ve been a nightmare! 
CB: Kickstarting the bike was actually really 
easy, which surprised me. I didn’t struggle 
once all test. 

ADB: We’re assuming the engine would be the 
big difference. Was the 1983 KX80 as hard to 
ride as your dad told you? 

CB: The biggest difference was probably the 
acceleration. The throttle was really touchy 
on the 1983 KX80 but it felt like if you held 
the throttle in one place the bike wouldn’t 
accelerate out of control. It wouldn’t build like 
a modern two-stroke. My bike’s engine is a 
little easier. 

The engine on the 1983 KX80 felt just as 
strong as the 2015 model. It’s just hasn’t got 
as much bottom-end torque as my bike. It was 
a little frightening if you snapped the throttle 
on because the power came on so quickly. 

I’m used to two-strokes as that’s all I ride and 
I thought it would be the exact same as my 


bike, but it definitely took off really quickly. 
However, I found once you adjusted and got 
used to the power, it was actually really easy 
to ride. 

The muffler starts in the middle of the 
engine and does a weird 180 turn. That stood 
out to me. It seems a bit dumb but that’s just 
how they were! I also like the plain alloy rims 
and the plastics, how they stand out. And the 
80 graphic on the seat. 

ADB: Did the throttle and clutch feel heavy 
and dated on the 1983 KX80? 

CB: The throttle felt exactly like a normal 
throttle these days. The clutch was a lot 
heavier, much heavier than my bike. I knew 
I’d have to work on my arm strength. Mine is 
just a lot smoother. I can use one finger on the 
clutch on my bike to do a moto but if I was 
to race the 1983 KX80 I’d have to use about 
four (laughs). But seriously, it was okay when 
testing to just use one finger but for a full race 
I’d have to use more. 


ADB: What about the suspension? 

CB: The rear-end on my bike is really soft and 
sits down a long way, kinda like the opposite 
of a drag car. The front and rear of the 1983 
KX80 on the other hand was just really level. 
The suspension is incredible for how old it is. 
The suspension wasn’t too soft or scary. It felt 
just like how my suspension feels, it’s just the 
back was a little harder. 

ADB: What about that dated chassis? Wasn’t it 
impossible to ride? 

CB: The steering was a little easier on the 
1983 KX80 model, but the bike felt heavy 
when tipping it into corners, compared with 
the KX85. You could tell I was struggling on 
one particular corner just to get the 1983 
KX80 to tip in like my race bike does. But 
once I got used to it, and I knew I had to push 
down more on the fork and really push it into 
the corners, it was okay. I can just do it a little 
easier on mine. It felt like you needed a little 
more strength in your upper body to push the 
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1983 KX80 into the corners. And for a 
little person like me that’s a little hard. The 
2015 model is easier to keep on an angle 
in the corner than the 1983. 

ADB: What about those old-skool brakes? 
CB: The drum brakes on the old model are 
terrible. It feels like there are no brakes. 
The gears are the only things that stop you. 
You just have to adjust your riding style and 
brake earlier. You just can’t come into the 
corner as fast. When I hopped straight back 
on to my bike I jumped on the front brake 
and nearly went over the ’bar. But that’s 
just technology these days. 

ADB: So could you race the 1983 KX80 
and be competitive? 

CB: If I had it set up I definitely could race 
one and be competitive because they are 
fast and fun. Even with the brakes and 
suspension I’d be happy to race it stock 
just because everyone would be talking 
about it when you wheel it up to the gate. 
How cool would it be to see a bike like 
this win a race and sitting up there against 
bikes that were just bought out of the box. 
This is a 19-something model bike, you 
know. It’s really old! 

ADB: How does it make you feel towards 
old blokes and how hard it was for them to 
ride bikes from back in the day? 

CB: Dad’s been talking about the 1983 
KX80 for weeks and about how much fun it 
was and how he used to do massive jumps. 
And I just thought, “oh yeah all right cool, 
whatever, I don’t really care, Dad”. But 
after having ridden both bikes I definitely 
have a little more respect for what they had 
to ride. It wasn’t all talk. Once you get used 
to it it gets easier but when you first hop on 
it it is hard to ride. 

ADB: Well there you have it , kids. While 
Cam admitted the 1 983 KX80 was a little 
tougher to ride than the 201 5 KX85, it 
certainly wasn’t impossible and he'd even 
be happy to race one. The 1 983 KX80 has 
an engine , suspension and ergo package to 
rival the latest model 85s, just don’t plan 
on stopping the thing! adb 




1. VForce reeds help power delivery 

2. Easy air filter access 

3. State-of-the-art drum brake 

4. Aaron Meyer did an awesome resto 


DAD’S BEEN 
TALKING 
ABOUT THE 
1983 KX80 
FOR WEEKS 
AND ABOUT 
HOW MUCH 
FUN IT WAS 






MX OUTFITS 



PANTS + JERSEY + GLOVES 


Colors: Blue, Red, Orange, Green, Grey, Yellow, Pink (Jnr), Purple (Jnr) 



W: www.4bpracing.com.au 
E: kate@4bpracing.com.au 
M: 041 1 233 798 


Prices excludes post, or Pick up and try on. 


Showroom in Roseville NSW 


See website for amour, outfits, peewee packs, kneeguards, gear bags, helmet bags, bootbags, goggle bags 



Fully guided and catered, off road 
motorcycle tours 
Operating since 1990 - Varied 
range of tours to suit any 
time frame or budget 


Experienced Cape York 
professionals 

Certified Company with multiple 
awards and accreditations. 


MOTORCYCLE ADVENTURES 


P: (07) 4055 0050 M: 0427 590 221 

www.capeyorkmotorcycles.com.au 

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/CAPEYORKMOTORCYCLEADVENTURES 






ph: 02 4773 9115 fax: 02 4773 8889 


distributed by 

amm 

motorcycle suspension specialists 

www.shocktreatment.com.au 


Made in 

U.S.A. 


suspension components 


highest 

quality 

springs 


world famous 
gold valves 


extensive range of 





SPOT CHECK 

e 


HIGHLIGHTS 

• Boasts one of Australia’s best extreme 
enduro courses 

• On-site coaching is available for juniors 
looking to gain their enduro licence 

• Grass tracks and trail loops cater for all 
rider levels 

• Located under an hour from Melbourne 


c LOCATION 

• 227 Feehans Rd, Wildwood, Vic 3429, 45 
minutes from Melbourne CBD 


COST 

Yearly membership 

• Single: $30 

• Family: $50 
Ride-day fees 

• Senior: $15 

• Juniors: $10 

• Day Licence: $25 

CONTACT 

P: 0402 577 151 
E: steve@wildwoodrock.com 
W: www.wildwoodrock.com 


THEBACKEND I WHERE TO RIDE 


HOME OF EXTREME 

An enduro club with an extreme difference 
for riders looking to hone their skills 


Wildwood Rock Motorcycle Club is a relatively 
young outfit in Sunbury, Victoria, but it has 
already built an international reputation. 
Founded in 2011 by Steve Braszell, it’s the 
home of the Wildwood Rock Extreme, an event 
that attracts some of the best extreme enduro 
riders in the world. 

But Wildwood isn’t a one-trick pony. With 
over 500 acres of land at its disposal the club 
has built a maze of enduro loops and a number 
of grasstrack loops that offer a wide variety of 
terrain for riders of all skill levels. 


Kids are also catered for with a purpose-built 
junior track designed for first-timers and more 
challenging four-wheel-drive trails for those 
looking to improve their trailriding skills. 

Kids looking to gain their race licence will 
also benefit from on-site coaching, which is 
available on the club’s practice days. 

You have to be a member of the club to ride 
but you can join on the day. 

If you’re a member of any other Vic club you 
only have to pay the ride-day fee! 

Dylan Ruddy 


FACILITIES 


* 

(BOTTLE WATER) 


TOILET SHELTER BBQ TECH EFTPOS FOOD COACHING 
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DO YOU 
WANT TO 
ADVERTISE IN 
AUSTRALIA’S 
#1 DIRT BIKE 
MAGAZINE? 


FOR ADVERTISING ENQUIRIES 
CONTACT 
DALE JOHNSON 
M: 0403 743 587 

E: Dale.Johnson@ADBmag.com.au 




2015 model tank available mid-May 


* BMW # GAS GAS * HONDA * HUSABERG 
* HUSQVARNA # KAWASAKI # KTM # SUZUKI 
* TM # TRIUMPH * YAMAHA 


Phone (03) 5729 5556 


* All prir.es are correct at time Of printing, 
and may change without prior notification. 


KTM EXC 450/530: 

15.5 LITRE -FROM $449 

FITS 2008 TO 2011 MODELS 

COLOURS: CLEAR, ORANGE, 

BLACK 


TRIUMPH TIGER 800: 

$965 - 30 LITRE 

INCREASES CAPACITY FROM 19 LITRES TO 30 LITRES 

COLOURS: BLACK, CLEAR, WHITE 

FITTINGS: CAP & MOUNTS, FUEL GUAGE 
MOUNT, CROSSBRACE 


SUZUKI DR650 FAIRING 

WITHOUT WINDSCREEN - $520 


COLOURS: CLEAR, YELLOW, BLUE & 
BLACK 

FITTINGS: CAP, 2 TAPS & CROSSBRACE 


SUZUKI DR650SE: 

30 LITRE - $650 


WE MAKE LONG-RANGE TANKS FOR 


www.safaritanks.com.au 







QUEENSLAND 


torian Junior Mot 
.enior Motocross 


FIM X-Trial Des Nations, Nice, France 
Rallies World Championship Rl, UAE 
AMA SX, R12, East Rutherford, USA 
A/orld Chamoionshio. Agadir. Morocco 


RALLIES AND 
TRAIL TOURS 

2-4/8-1 0 April Three-Day Escape Tours, capeyorkmotorcycles.com.au 

Mansfield to Kosciuszko, klausatbt@optusnet.com.au 
Backyard Blast, Vic, bullerbikeadventures.com.au 
Kowen Forest Ride, ACT, dsmra.asn.au 
Mansfield to Dam Dartmouth, Vic, 
klausatbt@optusnet.com.au 
Dorrigo Express Two-Day, NSW, 
coffsharbourdetour.com.au 
VSM Adventure Day, Inverell, NSW, 
vincestrangmotorcycles.com.au 
Tour of Duty (High Country Blitz), Vic, 
bullerbikeadventures.com.au 
Beginner/Intermediate/Coaching Day, Vic, 
bullerbikeadventures.com.au 

29 April-5May Seven Deadly Sins Tour, NSW, rushadventuretours.com.au 



10 April 

17 April 

23 April 

23-24 April 


ii 



3 April 

9 April 
24 April 
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16 April 

23 April 

24 April 
24 April 
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2 April 
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8-9 April | 

8- 9 April 

9- 10 April 

17 April 

23-24 April 
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r eviews and interviews at 


SEE ALL THE LATEST DIRT BIKE NEWS 


LIKE BIKE TESTS, 
NEWS AS IT HAPPENS 
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THE HIGH PRICE OF STAYING AHEAD 

With four minis to test and 11 junior riders on 
board, this shootout must have been bigger than 
Ben Hur. To make things more complicated, 
Kawasaki had been dominating junior start lines 
for three years but the results of this test weren’t 
so clear cut. The other factories had all been busy 
but the Kwaka was the most radically updated 
of the bunch. Overall, Kawasaki was the choice 
for expert riders due to its top-end delivery, with 
Yamaha in second but Suzuki and Honda equal 
third. For non-experts it was Yamaha, Suzuki, 
Kawasaki and then Honda. The red machine was 
cheapest at $1649 with spares kit, next was 
the Kawasaki at $1699 with spares kit and race 
preparation manual, $1725 for the Suzuki with 
nothing and $1750 for the Yamaha with spares 
and race manual. 



KTM2501 

MOTOCROSS ENTERS 1 
THE COMPUTER AGE! 
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ON THE COVER 

KTM’s new Digital Control Ignition on the 250MX launched Austria into the lead in the 
“sensible stakes” for engine design. No complicated fricky, frackery here, fella! The 
technology was expected to revolutionise dirtbike design. 



ATTACK OF THE MUSCLEBOUND CYBERNAUT 


KTM approached the problem of broadening 
two-stroke power delivery from a different 
angle to the Japanese factories. They were 
using mechanical devices to alter port timing, 
with names like YPVS, ATAC, AEC or KIPS, 
but KTM used a digital ignition to advance 
and retard the timing and spark duration to 
match the revs and power curve. The exhaust 
port had been lowered 1mm from the ’85 
model to improve bottom-end and normally 
that would have robbed power from up higher 
but the new ignition smoothed things out 


substantially. In fact, ADB claimed it as “the 
smoothest power delivery you’ll ever feel” and 
later in the test, “we figure this KTM comes 
closer to challenging the Jap bikes on Aussie 
turf than any European bike ever has since 
the Jap stuff became popular”. 

The KTM 250MX cost $4445 and had a 
five-speed gearbox, 300mm of suspension 
travel at both ends courtesy of a Marzocchi 
fork and White Power shock. The kerb weight 
was 96.75kg with no fuel in the 9.3 litre 
petrol tank. 




156 | APRIL 2016 www.adbmag.com.au 






POLICE ROUND-UP 

The Blue Light Ride was run by the Victorian Police Motor 
Sports Club and had begun life as an enduro but always 
seemed to attract wet weather. It was resurrected as a 
trailride with no competition licenses needed, just registration 
and a road licence. Prizes were drawn out of a hat and the classes 
were non-competitive such as fancy dress, pillion or friends-who- 
all-want-to-ride-together. A figure-eight course was well arrowed 
in the Noojee area, about an hour out of Melbourne, and the 
large number of starters told Sgt Klaus Mueller that his club had 
stumbled onto a winning formula. For 1985, a roll up of 850 
meant that the Blue 



Light Ride had 
become Australia’s 
biggest motorcycling 
event. The highest 
number of riders 
ever recorded for the 
event was 1298. 



.1 
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GLOVE TRANS 
GENDER 

To show how much 
abuse a gearbox can 
go through, Syn- 
Lube compared it to 
a boxing ring. 



FAREWELL TO EDEN 

Gary Nelmes was working in Papua New Guinea installing and 
maintaining diesel generators for telecommunications and 
decided to go for a farewell trailride at the end of his contract. He 
and a mate managed to squeeze a PE and a KDX plus themselves 
and the pilot into a small aircraft by removing the front wheels of 
their rides and compressing the suspension with tiedowns. They 
took the bikes on 
their last job and 
spent their free time 
trailriding near their 
bush airstrip base at 
7500 feet. 



PHOTO CALL 

Not only sellers 
of motorcycles 
and accessories 
advertised in ADB. 
Tokina ran this full 
page ad for budding 
moto journalists and 
photographers out 
there. 
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S lev wrote in to complain 
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about tils neighbour, a 



WHITE OUT 

Glen Bell, Clayton 
Chapman and 
Craig Dack were 
just three of the 
many riders who 
wore Rat Racing 
clobber. Rat was a 
big name in riding 
gear in its day. 
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and a week apart. ADB asked if 

S r ^ We .. putsome ofmMXdfi 
Persia the ISDE team as they 
would be close by. 


BIKES FROM 
THE DAYS WHEN 
DINOSAURS 
ROAMED THE 
PITS 
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1986 HONI 
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The mid-’80s was a time of change for ADB staff, 
who’d always been strongly pro two-stroke 
for serious dirt machinery. Four-strokes were 
regarded as “nice” trail or play bikes. 

Then the Japanese started releasing more 
serious dirtbikes with four-stroke powerplants 
and editorial opinions started to shift. The 
XR350R was one of the bikes integral to that 
shift in thinking. 

The big catch in selling a 350 in NSW was 
that the cost of registration rose dramatically at 
the 300cc mark, so most people would opt for a 
big-bore like the XR600. But the 350 was good 
enough in ADB’s book to make it a viable option 
due to a 9kg reduction in weight and cheaper 
purchase price. 

The sticker was $3149 plus on-road costs 
and that bought you an air-cooled single with 
an RFVC head, six-speed gearbox, dry sump, 
2x26mm Keihin carbs and 32.8hp at 7500rpm. 
Weight was 1 1 2kg, 9.5 litres of fuel was carried 
and the suspension travel was 280mm at both 
ends, with a front disc and rear drum handling 
the stops. 

The Pro-Link rear suspension struts had 
grease nipples and offered 14 compression 
and four rebound damping adjustments on the 
Showa shock. The 41 mm fork was the normal 
telescopic type. The rear wheels was a 1 7inch 
but tyres were available from Dunlop, Trelleborg, 
Bridgestone and Metzeler. 

Power delivery impressed the test riders with 
its flexibility and displayed none of the lurching 
or snatching that was common with older, big- 
bore thumpers. One tester described it as like 
“turning on a tap, the more you turn the more 
you get”. Later he remarked that it had enough 
power to pull money out of a Scotsman. 

It was regarded as well mannered on the tar, 
ideal as a trailbike or fun bike and almost on 
the money as a serious enduro mount. The final 
summary was that it was a bike that could hold 
its own in enduro competition but would not be 
an outright place getter unless everything swung 
its way on the day. This was due to the shortish 
wheelbase of 1400mm being a little less than 
confidence-inspiring at speed especially on 
fast whoops, although it made for very precise 
steering in tight going. The weight was also of 
some concern and the suspension was judged to 
be a bit soft for a serious racer. 
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©LEGEND 



Four Kiwis decided in 1969 that Australia was the place to be for 
affordable bikes and better riding. They all went on to make names 
for themselves, one of them being Brian Martin 
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Brian 

Martin 


What was the bike that got you started? 

I started saving for my first bike at 14 and 
had enough to get it two weeks after my 
15th birthday in 1966. I had a job 
delivering milk in the mornings to pay for 
it. It was a second-hand YGS1 Yamaha 80 
I bought from Craig Brown [one of his Kiwi 
mates]. It was a rotary-valve two-stroke and 
cost me $105. I moved to Australia in 
1969 and arrived in Sydney on my 18th 
birthday. Myself, Craig, Ross King and 
Chris Wargrams all decided that there was 
more fun to be had, more girls to meet and 
warmer weather in Australia as well as 
bikes being a lot cheaper. I landed with 
$700 in my pocket and we all immediately 
bought road bikes. Ross and Craig got HI 
Kawasakis, I bought a T500 Suzuki Cobra 
and Chris a Kawasaki Avenger 350. 

When was the move into dirtbikes? 

The Cobra was moved out in favour of a 
TS250 Suzuki trailbike. By then I was 
working at Ryan’s in Parramatta, who were 
the Montesa importers, and a new Cappra 
came in. I got rid of the TS for a T20, just 
to get to and from work, and bought the 


Cappra. Laurie Alderton was the workshop 
manager and he offered me some room on 
his trailer to get to MX meetings. My first 
race was at Moorebank and I won the 
B-Grade event. From then I was hooked 
and moved up eventually to a 400 
square-barrel Maico. 

Did that early success continue? 

Well, I won the NSW 125 title in 1971 on 
a Hodaka Super Rat then, in 1972, I won 
the NSW 500 and Unlimited titles on the 
Maico. In 1974 I took home the Australian 
125cc MX crown and in 1976 I came third 
in the Grand National in Victoria. 

Does a certain win stand out for you? 

The Australian 125 title was a satisfying 
and exciting win, that was at Manjimup, 
WA. My first ride on a TR500 Suzuki road 
racer is a good memory as well, as I beat a 
few big-name riders of the day, Ginger 
Molloy and Geoff Perry, so that day stands 
out for me. Sometimes you just have a day 
when everything falls into place and that 
also happened to me. At one meeting I 
won all my motos, five wins from five starts 
in Bundaberg, and also at Queanbeyan. 
That was about the time when sponsors 
started paying riders as well as supplying 
bikes and I was one of the earliest riders to 
be semi-professional when, in 1974, I was 
paid by Honda NSW to ride the bikes. 

Have you tried other types of competition? 

I’ve been lucky enough to have had a go at 
most forms of motorcycle racing and made 
A-Grade in short circuit. I won the 125 
class at the Hattah Desert Race in 1972, I 
rode in the Orange Qantastic Two-Day 
Enduro on a TT500 in 1976 or ’77 and 
finished on Bronze. I also did quite a bit of 
road racing, mainly production in the 
Castrol Six-Hour for example. I managed 
second in the Calder Two-Hour and second 
in the Surfers Paradise Three-Hour. I’d 
pretty much have a go at anything on two 
wheels. I even did a bit of beach racing. 
Which races do you wish you hadn’t missed? 

I wish I had done more enduros as it was 
more of a challenge, with more unknown 


territory than repeated laps on a MX track, 
and a lot more scenic as well as you got to 
ride country you normally could not get 
access to. One of my great regrets was 
that, just before I retired from MX in 
1977, I had a ride on a CCM four-stroke 
that Jim Scaysbrook owned. It was a most 
beautiful thing to ride and I wish I had 
bought one and had a final fling before 
hanging up the helmet. 

Do you still ride today? 

I drifted away from bikes and found other 
interests like squash, triathlons and 
cycling, I actually ran a marathon in 1997 
but four years ago I bought myself a 
VFR800 roadie. The annual trip to Phillip 
Island and weekend runs through the 
Adelaide Hills are great fun. I wish I’d 
gotten back on a bike a lot sooner. 

Any bike that was a personal favourite? 

The CR125 that took me to the Australian 
title and the Maico 400 radial head. It was 
a gorgeous thing to slide in a corner. 

You also did some stunt riding in the iconic 
Aussie bikie movie Stone that came out in 
1974, tell me about that. 

The race between Captain Midnight and 
Stone was done by myself and Craig 
Brown. He stood in for Stone on the 
Norton and I was Captain Midnight. At first 
they wanted us to do it for nothing and we 
had a bit of a Mexican standoff for about 
half an hour before they finally agreed to 
pay us. It was a joy to do it but you had to 
deliver what the director wanted. 


I drifted from 
bikes and found 
interests like 
squash, triathlon 
and cycling 
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s Lightweight 
125/240/250 
S From $3995 
s European 
Quality 

✓ 2 Year 
Warranty 

✓ E Start 

s Adjustable 
Suspension 

✓ EFI250cc 

/ ADR *LAMS 

Approved 


www.ajpaustralia.com.au 





PHONE ORDERS & ENQUIRIES 


07 3889 6466 


KIDS EL 
PROTECTION v>~ 
WITHOUT H\ 
COMPROMISE 


UNIT 5/ 38 KENWORTH PLACE 
BREN DALE QLD 

www.gearfactor.com.au 
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ALL THE PROTECTIVE GEAR YOU NEED IN-STORE & ON-LINE WWW.gearfactor.COm.au 
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Getting his slide on 




• THE BACK END .[ ON AfeiY SUNDAY . 
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CONGRATULATIONS BRETT! YOU’VE WON SOME RXR PROTECT 
STRONGFLEX ARMOUR VALUED AT $289.95 FROM OUR MATES AT 
FICEDA, FICEDA.COM.AU, (02) 9827 7561 

To get your mug and machine in the pages of AOB, and for your chance to score a great prize, 
send your pics to: 

On Any Sunday, Australasian Dirt Bike magazine 
12/20 Edward St, Oakleigh, Vic 3166 

You can also email high-resolution images to adbmag@adbmag.com.au. 

Please send copies of prints as we are unable to return hardcopy photos. 
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Performance Improvement of Motocross, Supercross & TVail Bike Engines 

YOU WANT MORE POWER ? 

WE CAN INCREASE YOUR POWER 
“GUARANTEED” 

• We are an Australian, family owned business with more than 
20 years’ experience in the engine reconditioning industry 

• Specialising in Dirt Bike Performance Modifications 

• Highest quality components ensure a product which is 
second-to-none. 

• MX Engines will custom build an engine to suit your riding 
needs. 

For more information call visit our website: 

www.mxengines.com.au 

For a quotation call: 0439 389 152 or Email: info'almxengines. com.au 


To promote your business, contact 
DALE JOHNSON (J) 0403 743 587 ^ dale.johnson@adbmag.com.au 
TODD ANDERSON QLD (J> 0409 603 733 ^ todd@motormedia.com.au 






2016 MODELS AVAILABLE 



Unit 2/18 Claude Boyd Parade, Sunshine Coast Industrial Park, Caloundra QLD 4551 
Tel: (07) 5437 0084 w w w«m p e hu sq varna* com, au | www.huskyshopontine.com.au 


FOR ALL YOUR HUSKY 
PARTS AND STYLE 




III ti a l tPsMot 


MX Decals * Jersey Prints * Team Signage 
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Contact Brett: 0408414 144 or sales@holeshotgraphics.com.au 


ORDER ONLINE 


Want to make your ride so much easier?! 


JUST WINCH IT! 


Ideal for Loading/Unloading 
Motorcycles. No Drilling/ 
Welding Required! 



For more info, head to our website 
To order online e-mail 


www.justwinch-it.com.au 

ustwinchit@gmail.com 
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RACING 


shoiub 


rAustraila;slmostfcomprenensivefsuspensionTi 


k&ksk 


• Rider to bike setup 

• Initial track test to 
accurately determine 
requirements 

• Dissassembly, revalve, 
reassembly 

• Final track test & 
adjust to maximise 
performance 


IMPORTERS AND STOCKISTS OF: 

• Race Tech suspension components • Ohlins suspension • Bud Racing 

• KYB Works components & spares • WP Suspension • Showa 

www.shocktreatment.com.au Ph: (02) 4773 9115 



www. GASGASparts . com . au 

GasGas Enduro Parts Sydney - Delivery Available Australia Wide 


mSW/SBlMMS 

CHRISTINI AWD 
MOTORCYCLES 



ASTER AND SAFER HYDRATION WITF 
HANDS-FREE IN-HEMLET Ki 

White silicone tube with soft bite vaiv 
Easy Frt - Velcro*' tube managemer, 
Quick-release dry-break connecto 
Insulated lube connects to Kriega hydration psc 
with the click of a butta 


VAIL ABLE AT SELECTED STORES OR ONLINE 
0409 959 737 



OHLINS 


Braking, acceleration, takingofF and landing from jumps, stability and comeringi nottomentionarm- 
pump and overall rider fatigue are all heavily influenced by the performance of your strspension, 
MPEwiii tailor-tune you r suspension to your individual riding style and requirements to ensure you J re 
getting the utmost performance out of your bike and yourself 

^ Suspension Revalving, Servicing and Repairs / Fas! Tumarou n d / Freight Austra Eia Wide 
/ Race Tech Gold Valves and Springs / Fully Trained and Qualified Staff 

^ Suspension Lowed n g and Modification s / Set Ups used to Claim N u merous 

/ Suspension Enhancement for hUrtocross, Australian & State Titles 
Enduro, Trail, Supercross, Super Motard, / Guaranteed Improvements 
Dual Sport and Dirt Trade J 1 5 Years Experience 













“Need Directions to the first corner? 
Get a Vortex EFI Map” 

► Broader Power & throttle response 

► 10 Fuel & Ignition Maps developed with extensive 
dyno & track testing 

► Power options from Mild to Wild 

► Easy to use Fuel Trim switches in Lo, Mid and Hi throttle bands 

► Features not available through manufacturers software tools 
■ Throttle enrichment 

-Alternate Rev Limits & styles 

- Fuel Injection Timing 

- Hi resolution Mapping 

► V-Booster for maximum spark energy 

► Improved starting sequences 

► Fault diagnostic flash codes 

► Dual Injector Capable 

► Launch Control & Db Assist Modes 


GEICO HONDA RACING 

Eli Tomac, Wil Hahn, Zach Osborne, Zach Bell, Justin Bogle 

ROCKSTAR KTM 

Davi Millsaps, Jason Anderson, Joey Savatgy 

BUD RACING KAWASAKI 

Valentin Teillet, Dylan Ferrandis, Meghan Rutlidge 

LEADING EDGE KAWASAKI 

Brett Metcalfe, Austin Politelli 

WEINEN MOTORSPORTS 

Chad Weinen, Thomas Brown, Bryan Vollmer, Jordon Dummett 

AMPRO YAMAHA RACING 

Jordon Ashburn, Josh Groem, Walker Fowler, Becca Sheets, 
Paul Whibley 

MULTITEK HONDA 

Kristian Whatley 

CDR YAMAHA 

Billy Mckenzie, Jay Marmont 

MOTUL PERELLI SUZUKI 

Matt Moss 

MONSTER KAWASAKI 

Adam Monea, Jake Moss 

DUNCAN RACING (USA) 

Garrin Fuller, Levi Shirley 

TWO TWO MOTORSPORTS 

Chad Read 

CDR YAMAHA OFF ROAD 

Daniel Milner, Chris Hollis 

PENRITE HONDA 

Ben Townley, Cody Cooper, Josh Cacia 

SERCO YAMAHA 

Jay Wilson, Luke Clout 


ER - ADJUSTABLE POWER 


MOTOREX KTM 

Wayde Carter, Toby Price, Ben Grabham, Ivan Long 

GHR HONDA 

Todd Smith & Jacob Smith 


Also available 

► Handlebar Switch for dynamic map selection 

► ECU Software and USB Adaptor 

► X10 CDI for non EFI bikes & minis 


www.vortexcdi.com 

Dttl&iet! and manufactured br Vdrtti Performance Pty.LM, (Australia] 
Fli: (03) 9761 752 5 Fax: (03 ) 9761 57 50 s a I e s. o r t cxc d I com 


Fuel Trim switches 




Map Selection switch 
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$4800 


E-ntail:ffsaies@ra cesocal .com 
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THE ONLY HUSQVARNAI 
DEALER IN THE SYDNEY CBD 


335 Pacific Hwy, Artarmon NSW 
(02) 9439-3549 F (02) 9906 6814 
Email cycleco@bigpond.net.au 

Mon-Fri 8:30am - 6pm; Sat 9am - 4pm 


Northside Motorcycles Artarmon WWW. 



ride the a dva ^ta ge 


/effim 

03 5942 7933 ‘ 

“The name says it all, why don’t you give us a call ’ 1 


australasian 


SB*] 


magazine 

DO YOU WANT 
TO ADVERTISE IN 
AUSTRALIA’S #1 DIRT 
BIKE MAGAZINE? 


FOR ADVERTISING ENQUIRIES 
CONTACT 
DALE JOHNSON 
M: 0403 743 587 

E: Dale.Johnson@ADBmag.com.au 



THE CYLINDER HEAD EXPERTS 


WWW.RAMSHEADSERVICE.COM.AU 


Don’t buy Junk, 
buy Australian and 
save $$$’s 

www.quikshade.com.au 


1800 678 982 



E VICTORIAN 
HIGH COUNTRY 


All inclusive tours: Accommodation, 
Guides, 4x4, All Meals & Fuel] 
Awesome Tracks! 

0412 587 011 

bullerbikeadventures.com.au 


& Fuel] A 

Ml Ruller 


ACTIVE LIVING INSURANCE 


SPECIALISTS IN ADVENTURE SPORTS, LEISURE ACTIVITIES AND OCCUPATIONS. 


COVERING AUSTRALIA 
FOR MORE THAN 
50 YEARS! 


GET YOURSELF COVERED 

BEFORE YOUR NEXT BIG EVENT, 
ACTIVITY OR TRAINING SESSION! 



GOTO 

http://www.combined.com.au/activeliving 

USE PROMO CODE: P70347BUL 
OR CONTACT YOUR LOCAL AGENT 
ROB BULLEY 0417 726 075 robbulley@bigpond.com 

Authorised Representative P70347 
















HOW DO YOU FEEL ABOUT 
LOSING YOUR TOOLS? 


If you ever have - KELLY BUMBAGS has 


what you need! 



/Top quality leather 
/Choice of 8 colours 
/ Elasticised tool compartments 
/ Storage for tubes 

/ Quick release heavy 
duty buckle 
/ Adjustable belt 
/ Velcro closures with 
cover flap for zipper 
/ Personalised name available 
/ Full 3 YEAR warranty 
DOES YOUR NYLON BUMBAG 
HAVE ALL THIS? 

WE BET IT DOESN’T! 


PHONE, FAX OR MAIL TO - KELLY ENDURO PRODUCTS 

PO BOX 7283 WILBERFORCE NSW 2756 
PH: (02) 4579 01 69 FAX: (02) 45790193 
nfo@kellyenduroproducts.com.au 
www.kellyenduroproducts.com.au 




AUSTRALIA’S PREMIER MOTORCYCLE PARK 
www.louee.net.au 

CALL (02) 6373 6416 or email louee@louee.net.au 



BOGGLE/ iM/l 

PRESCRIPTION SPORTS EYEWEAR SOLUTIONS 


STILL MESSING AROUND WITH YOUR 
GOOD PRESCRIPTION GLASSES? 


W " 


Try the Goggleman Prescription Dirt Bike 
Adaptor with anti-fog technology, 
and enjoy your riding again. Jog free!! 


Adaptor + prescription 
tenses with 
anti Jog coating 


1300 464 453 


285 



www.goggleman.com.au 



riders. 


Like any action sport avoiding 
injury is always impoff 2 flffa£{l 
yourself the best protection 

GAIL BROS MEDICAL 

Robina OLD 4226 
P: 07 5593 3340 MO 
E: gallbrostbigpond.com 
www.gallbrosmedical.com.au 
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Putt TOttllin BaeiSgpSduc& 1021 6342 6450 


tan Wightmon's 

PR0-M0T0 SUSPENSION 


COMPREHENSIVE SUSPENSION SETUP FOR 
MOTOCRQSS, SUPERCROSS AND ENDURO 



RACITiCH 


• SPRINGS 
•REVALUES 
-GOLD VALVES 
•SERVICES 

• EMULATORS 

• MOTOREX OIL 

• BIKE /TRACK SETUP 


P.0, BOX 417 SINGLETON. NSW. 2130 

PH: 02 6S77 6177 OR: 0408 721 310 
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After 30 Years 
Still Built by Hand 
Still Built to Last 

This Quikshade was made over 20 years ago 
li*| 

im 


Freecall 1800 678 982 


Australian sales@quikshade.com.au www.quikshade.com.au 



P: (03) 9329 0292 P: thecobblarslast^gmgiLcom 
256 Victoria St, North Melbourne 3051 
(Opp Victoria markets) 



proFessianaL - Fasr 
- aFForaaBLE 


ururur: THecaBBLersLasr.cam.au 



over 

/ '6 years 
experience 


MOrOIICVCIFS ftt 

feel the difference 


RACING CAMS 


ENGINE AND SUSPENSION SPECIALIST 

• Dyno tuning in house using the state of the art dynojet 250i 

• Custom camshaft profiles and adjustable cam gears 

• Cylinder head porting two and four stroke 

• Super flow bench facility 

• Equipped machine shop and workshop for the motorcycle trade 

• Suspension service and revalves. Spring rate, options etc. 

All disciplines 

• ECU and CDI remapping facility 

Ofai'took 555 RIDE ONE OR CHASE ONE 




20/5 MODEL MCE CMS AMD PACKAGES 
MOW AVAILABLE 


4/8 HARGRAVE ST. TAMWORTH NSW 2340 


mo rpnc vci ^5 m 


0474 826 359 



HEAD TO OLD MOTO PARK 

mm -lOOkms from Brisbane and Gold Coast 
* ,Jt -Great camping facilities 

-Open everyday daring school holidays 
-Well groomed tracks and trails for all riders 

SAVE $5 BY BOOKING ONLINE AT 

www.qldmotopark.com.au 



To promote your business in cur Dirt Directories contact 

DALE JOHNSON NSWMC/TAS 
p: 0403 743 537 e: dale .john5on@artncn.a3im.au 
TODD ANDERSON QLD 
p: 0409 630 733 e: todd@motDrmedia.com.au 
MAL JAR RETT 

p: 0407 726 6 62 e imal.jarrett@amcn.oom.au 
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BIKE BUYERS' GUIDE 



BIKE TYPE M Motocross EEnduro A Adventure T Trai I FFun ENGINE TYPE 2T Two-stroke 4T Four-stroke 


Aprilia 




aprilia.com.au (02) 9772 2666 


APRILIA CAPDNDRD RALLY 

The Aprilia Caponord is not new, but the Rally version is. We put 
it to the test for the adventure bikecomparo in this issue. 


Caponord 1200 Rally 

A 

4T 

840 24 

E 

$24,000* 

AJP 

ajpaustralia.com.au ( 

3400 110 044 




PR4ENDURD PRD 

The PR4 Enduro Pro is ADR compliant and comes at an 
affordable price despite having an alloy/steel composite frame, 
fully adjustable suspension and underseat tank. 

PR3 MX125cc 

M 

4T 

840 7 

B 

$3995 

PR3 MX240cc 

M 

4T 

840 7 

B 

$4895 

PR3 Enduro 240cc 

E 

4T 

840 7 

B 

$5495 

PR4MX240cc 

M 

4T 

920 7 

B 

$5295 

PR4 Enduro Pro 240cc 

E 

4T 

920 7 

1 

$6795 

PR4 Extreme 240cc 

E 

4T 

920 7 

1 

$7645 

PR5 Enduro EFI 250cc 

E 

4T 

950 7.5 

1 

$7795 

PR5 Extreme EFI 250cc 

E 

4T 

950 7.5 

1 

$8995 

Atomik 

atomik.com. ai 

J (03)9791 8811 




MDTDX5D 

The MotoX 50cc is the perfect birthday present for young kids 

1 who keep nagging their parents to buy them a bike. For the 

money, this little weapon is loaded with features. 

MotoX 50cc 

F 

4T 

550 3 

B 

$699 

MotoX 70cc 

F 

4T 

700 4 

B 

$ 799 

MotoX 1 25cc 

F 

4T 

700 4 

B 

$850 

Reign Bigfoot 125cc 

T 

4T 

840 4 

B 

$1050 

Reign Bigfoot 160cc 

M 

4T 

840 4 

B 

$1490 

Benelli 

benelli.com.au 

(03) 9387 8827 




TREK AMAZDNAS 1130 

Benelli’s Trek Amazonas 1130 is a rugged version of the standard 
Trek and sports three-way adjustable wind protection, adjustable 
long-travel suspension and a 92kW, three-cylinder engine. 


Trek 1130 Amazonas 

A 

4T 

860 

22 

E 

$19,690 

BBt3 betamotor.com.au (< 

03) 5439 6333 





BETA RR25D 

Both the RR250 and RR300 two-strokes get "intelligent" oil injection 
for 2016, so no more mixing fuel and you get the right amount of oil 
for the engine revs. EFI can't be far away. 


RR250 


2T 


930 


9.5 


$10,970 


RR430 

E 

4T 

940 

8 

P 

$12,890 

RR480 

E 

4T 

940 

8 

P 

$12,990 

Xtrainer 300 

T 

2T 

910 

8.5 

1 

$9890 


BMW 



braaap 


bmwmotorrad.com.au 1800 813 299 


F8DDGS ADVENTURE 

The F800GS Adventure is BMW’s middleweight parallel twin- 
powered model with a go-anywhere makeover, including a bigger 
fuel tank and lots of fruit. 

Prices are for base models 


G650GS 

A 

4T 

780 

14 

1 

$9990 

F700GS 

A 

4T 

790 

16 

1 

$12,890 

F800GS 

A 

4T 

880 

16 

1 

$16,690 

F800GS Adventure 

A 

4T 

890 

24 

1 

$18,650 

R1200GS 

A 

4T 

850 

20 

E 

$21,990 

R1200GS Adventure 

A 

4T 

890 

30 

E 

$24,590 



braaapmotorcycles.com.au 1300 272 227 


The MX1 is designed to set the bench mark for all Superlight 
bikes. Made for the track, the 190cc weapon has a bunch of cool 
features that mark a new era in Superlight riding. 


MX-50F 

F 

4T 

570 

3 

B 

$1299 

MX-110F 

F 

4T 

700 

4 

B 

$1999 

MXA-125 

F 

4T 

720 

4 

B 

$1250 

MX-125F 

M 

4T 

720 

4 

1 

$2399 

MX3 

M 

4T 

720 

4 

1 

$2999 

MX2 

M 

4T 

785 

4 

1 

$3299 

MX17 

M 

4T 

825 

4 

1 

$3299 

MX1 

M 

4T 

785 

4 

1 

$4499 

Cobra cobranation.com.au 

(07) 3255 8306 





CXG5 

Cobra’s CX65 is built to race and has received rave reviews in the 
USA. With a MXT ‘Smart Leg’ fork, Pro Circuit Works Pipe and a CARD 
piggyback, adjustable shock, the CX65 is sure to impress. 


CX50JR 

M 

2T 

680 

4.2 1 

$5100 

CX50SR 

M 

2T 

762 

4.2 1 

$4900 

CX65 

M 

2T 

762 

4.2 1 

$6450 

Crossfire 

crossfiremotorcycles 

.com 

(02) 9822 8899 




CFR25D 

The CFR250 looks hot with its new orange frame and gold 
anodised fork. The liquid-cooled mill runs a Mikuni PZ30 
carburettor and pumps out 20 horsepower. 


RR300 

E 

2T 

930 

9.5 

P 

$11,970 

CF70 

F 

4T 

549 

2.6 

B 

$1049 

RR350 

E 

4T 

940 

8 

1 

$12,690 

CRF110 

F 

4T 

770 

3.0 

B 

$1349 

RR390 

E 

4T 

940 

8 

1 

$12,790 

CF125 

F 

4T 

770 

3.0 

B 

$1250 


















SEAT HEIGHT Millimetres FUEL CAPACITY Litres RIDER LEVEL P Pro E Expert I Intermediate B Beginner 



We find out how 
much tougher it was 
riding junior bikes 
back in the old days. 
See P142 







Crossfire (cant) 


CF140L 

F 

4T 

830 

3.0 

B 

$1459 

CF250 

F 

4T 

900 

5.0 

1 

$1899 

CF250L 

F 

4T 

920 

5.0 

1 

$1999 

CFR250 

F 

4T 

920 

6.7 

1 

$2999 


Honda 


hondamotorcycles.com.au 1300 146 632 



CRF23DF 

The CRF230F is perfect for people who just want to trailride. With 
user-friendly power, a comfortable seat and a light frame, the 
230F is a bike that anyone can ride and enjoy. 


CB500XA 

A 

4T 

810 

17.3 

B 

$7599 

CRF50F 

F 

4T 

548 

2.6 

B 

$1999 

CRF110F 

M 

4T 

667 

4.0 

B 

$2999 

CRF125F 

F 

4T 

735 

4.3 

B 

$3599 

CRF125FB 

F 

4T 

785 

4.3 

B 

$3999 

CRF150F 

F 

4T 

832 

7.2 

B 

$5099 

CRF150R 

F 

4T 

832 

4.3 

B 

$6499 

CRF150RB 

M 

4T 

866 

4.3 

1 

$6899 

CRF230F 

T 

4T 

872 

8.2 

B 

$5799 

CRF250L 

T 

4T 

875 

7.7 

1 

$5899 

CRF250R 

M 

4T 

951 

6.3 

1 

$10,999 

CRF450R 

M 

4T 

952 

6.3 

P 

$11,999 

CRF1000L Africa Twin 

A 

4T 

870 

18.8 

E 

$15,499 

CRF1000L Africa Twin ABS 

A 

4T 

870 

18.8 

E 

$16,999 

CRF1000L Africa Twin DCT 

A 

4T 

870 

18.8 

E 

$17,999 

CTX200 Bushlander 

F 

4T 

823 

8.5 

B 

$4999 


CTX200A Bushlander (ADR) 

F 

4T 

823 

8.5 

B 

$5499 

VFR800X Crossrunner 

A 

4T 

815 

20.8 

1 

$14,599 

VFR1200X Crosstourer* 

A 

4T 

850 

21.5 

E 

$17,499 

XR150L 

F 

4T 

825 

12 

E 

$3399 


Husqvarna 


husqvarna-motorcycles.com.au 1800 644 771 



FC35D 

The FC350 has the same suspension mods and chassis mods as 
the 250 and 450 but it's also had a big dose of extra powerthat 
means you can ride it like a 450. 


FC250 

M 

4T 

992 

7.5 

P 

$10,995 

FC350 

M 

4T 

992 

7.5 

P 

$11,695 

FC450 

M 

4T 

992 

7.5 

P 

$11,995 

FE250 

E 

4T 

970 

9.5 

1 

$13,495 

FE350 

E 

4T 

970 

9.5 

1 

$13,995 

FE450 

E 

4T 

970 

9.0 

P 

$14,295 

FE501 

E 

4T 

970 

9.0 

P 

$14,495 

TC85SW 

M 

2T 

855 

5.0 

1 

$7495 

TC85BW 

M 

2T 

890 

5.0 

1 

$7495 

TCI 25 

M 

2T 

992 

7.5 

1 

$9995 

TC250 

M 

2T 

992 

7.5 

1 

$10,995 

TE125 

E 

2T 

960 

11 

1 

$10,995 

TE250 

E 

2T 

960 

11 

1 

$12,495 

TE300 

E 

2T 

960 

11 

P 

$13,495 

701 Enduro 

E 

4T 

935 

11.5 

1 

$15,995 


Kawasaki 

kawasaki . com . au ( 02 ) 9684 2585 

> 

KX450F 


Kawasaki has taken a big stick to the KX450, with slimmer 


plastics, skinny seat and more top-end power. The company 


claims a 3kg saving. 


KL250 Stockman 

F 

4T 

830 

9.0 

B 

$6199 

KLX110 

F 

4T 

680 

3.8 

B 

$2999 

KLX110L 

F 

4T 

730 

3.8 

B 

$3199 

KLX140 

F 

4T 

780 

5.8 

B 

$4799 

KLX140L 

F 

4T 

800 

5.8 

B 

$5199 

KLX150L 

T 

4T 

875 

7.0 

B 

$4099 

KLX250S 

T 

4T 

890 

7.7 

B 

$6299 

KLX450R 

E 

4T 

935 

8.0 

P 

$10,999 

KX65 

M 

2T 

760 

3.8 

1 

$5399 

KX85 

M 

2T 

840 

5.5 

1 

$6199 

KX85II 

M 

2T 

870 

5.5 

1 

$6699 

KX250F 

M 

4T 

945 

6.1 

1 

$9999 

KX450F 

M 

4T 

955 

6.2 

P 

$10,999 

KLR650 

T 

4T 

890 

22.1 

1 

$8099 


Prices are Manufacturer's List Prices, which include GST but exclude on-road costs and dealer delivery, unless stated 
otherwise. All prices were correct at time of going to print and are subject to change without notice. To contact ADS 
about this list, please email adbmag@adbmag.com.au 



Don't forget, to keep up with all the latest from the world of ADB, 
check out our Facebook page (facebOQk.com/ADBmag} and our 
Instagram feed . Get involved by commenting and 

Sending in your own photos and videos. Be sure to tell your mates! 








ACK END | BIKE BUYERS' GUIDE 


BIKE TYPE M Motocross EEnduro A Adventure T Trai I FFun ENGINE TYPE 2T Two-stroke 4T Four-stroke 




500 EXC 

The 500 EXC is one of the most powerful production enduro 
racing motorcycles on the Australian market. Don’t take our 
word for it -ask Toby Price. 


50SX Mini 

M 

2T 

530 

2 

J 

$3995 

50SX 

M 

2T 

650 

2.3 

J 

$4795 

65SX 

M 

2T 

750 

3.5 

J 

$6295 

85SX small wheel 

M 

2T 

865 

5.1 

1 

$7495 

85SX big wheel 

M 

2T 

865 

5.1 

1 

$7495 

125SX (150 to order only) 

M 

2T 

992 

7.5 

1 

$9995 

250SX 

M 

2T 

992 

7.5 

_P 

$10,995 

250SX-F 

M 

4T 

992 

7.5 

J 

$10,995 

350SX-F 

M 

4T 

992 

7.5 

_P 

$11,695 

450SX-F 

M 

4T 

985 

7.5 

_P 

$11,995 

200EXC 

E 

2T 

960 

9.5 

J 

$10,995 

250EXC 

E 

2T 

960 

9.5 

_P 

$11,995 

250EXC-F 

E 

4T 

970 

9.5 

J 

$12,995 

300EXC 

E 

2T 

960 

9.5 

P 

$12,995 

350EXC-F 

E 

4T 

970 

9.5 

P 

$13,495 

350XC-F 

E 

4T 

970 

9.5 

P 

$12,495 

250R Freeride 

T 

2T 

895 

5.5 

1 

$9995 

350 Freeride 

T 

4T 

895 

5.5 

J 

$10,995 

450EXC 

E 

4T 

970 

9.5 

_P 

$13,795 

500EXC 

E 

4T 

970 

9.5 

_P 

$13,995 

690 Enduro R 

A 

4T 

935 

12 

J 

$14,495 

1050 Adventure 

A 

4T 

850 

23 

_E 

$17,995 

1190 Adventure 

A 

4T 

875 

23 

E 

$19,995 

1190 Adventure (EDS) 

A 

4T 

890 

23 

E 

$22,995 

1190 Adventure R 

A 

4T 

890 

23 

E 

$22,995 

1290 Super Adventure 

A 

4T 

860 

30 

E 

$26,995 

Mata Guzzi 

motoguzzi.com.au ( 

02) 9772 2666 




STELVID IZDD 8V NTX 

The Stelvio 1200 8V NTX is Moto Guzzi’s entry in the 1200cc 
adventure market. The Stelvio has a powerful V-twin engine, ABS, 
traction control and a full catalogue of accessories. 

Stelvio 1200 8VNTX 


A 

4T 

820 

32 

E 

$21,990* 

□des 

downunderdirtbikes.com (07) 4613 0622 



I* ■ 1 1 11 

• V 7N-' 

1 i , 

MCF25DE 

The Odes MCF250E is a trailbike that is ADR compliant. It 
features all the goodies from the 450 but with a powerful liquid- 
cooled 250cc engine. 









MCF250E 

T 

4T 

960 

8 

B 

$5890 

MCF450E 

E 

4T 

950 

8.5 

P 

$6890 


Prices are Manufacturer's List Prices, which include GST but exclude on-road costs and dealer delivery, 
unless stated otherwise. All prices were correct at time of going to print and are subject to change without 
notice. To contact Mahout this list, please email adbmag@adbmag.com.au 


Dssa 



ossamotorcycles.com.au (02) 6248 0229 


EXPLORER 

Featuring the same reverse-cylinder, direct-injection two-stroke 
engine seen on Ossa’s TR280i trials bike, the Explorer blends 
enduro and trials sensibilities into one nimble package. 


Explorer 


2T 


820 


8.6 


$7990* 


Sherco 



sherco.com.au (03) 8363 1600 


Z5D SEF-R 

The 2016 Sherco 250 SEF-R is sure to be a hit with those looking 
for something that is not orange, yellow or red. The 250cc four- 
stoke engine has stronger second, third and fourth gears. 


250SE-R 

E 

2T 

950 

8.5 

1 

$11,590 

300SE-R 

E 

2T 

950 

8.5 

P 

$11,990 

250 SEF-R 

E 

4T 

950 

8.5 

1 

$11,490 

300 SEF-R 

E 

4T 

950 

8.5 

P 

$12,690 

450 SEF-R 

E 

4T 

950 

8.5 

1 

$13,290 


Shineray 



zuma.com.au (02) 4285 9400 


XYZ5DGY-Z ENDURD 

The XY250GY-2 leads the charge for Shineray in the enduro market. 
It is based around the proven Honda AX1 engine and has fully 
adjustable suspension. 


XY150GY Scrambler 

F 

4T 

840 

5.8 

B 

$2350 

XY250GY-2 Motard 

M 

4T 

950 

8 

B 

$2999 

XY250GY-2 Enduro 

T 

4T 

980 

8 

B 

$2999 


Suzuki 



suzukimotorcycles.com.au (03) 9931 0500 


RM-Z45D 

The 2016 RM-Z has a lighter front brake caliper for reduced 
unsprung weight and a more advanced launch control system 
called Holeshot Assist Control. 


DR-Z70 

F 

4T 

560 

3.0 

B 

$2390 

DR-Z125 

F 

4T 

775 

4.8 

B 

$3690 

DR-Z125L 

F 

4T 

805 

4.8 

B 

$4390 

DR200S 

F 

4T 

845 

12.5 

B 

$4690 

DR-Z250 

T 

4T 

880 

10.5 

B 

$6990 

DR-Z400E 

T 

4T 

935 

10 

1 

$7990 

DR650SE 

T 

4T 

865 

13 

1 

$8090 

JR80 

F 

2T 

685 

4.1 

B 

$2590 

RM85 

M 

2T 

850 

5.0 

1 

$4990 

RM85L 

M 

2T 

875 

5.0 

1 

$5490 

RM-Z250 

M 

4T 

955 

6.5 

1 

$9990 

RM-Z450 

M 

4T 

955 

6.2 

P 

$10,990 

RMX450Z ADR 

E 

4T 

955 

6.2 

P 

$12,490 

TF125 

F 

4T 

835 

13 

B 

$2990 

V-Strom 650 & LAMS version 

A 

4T 

835 

20 

1 

$10,290 

V-Strom 650 XT LAMS 

A 

4T 

835 

20 

1 

$12,490 

V-Strom 650 XT 

A 

4T 

835 

20 

1 

$12,990 

V-Strom 1000 

A 

4T 

850 

20 

1 

$15,490 
















SEAT HEIGHT Millimetres FUEL CAPACITY Litres RIDER LEVEL P Pro E Expert I Intermediate B Beginner 


SWM 



swm-motorcycles.co.it (03) 8362 1600 


RSG5DR 

With a little bit old and a whole lot new, the RS650R looks like 
making a good base for a lightweight adventure bike to suit 
Australian conditions. 


RS300R 

E 

4T 

963 

7.2 

E 

$8290 

RS500R 

E 

4T 

963 

7.2 

E 

$8990 

RS650R 

E 

4T 

900 

12 

1 

$9490 




MX 85 

The MX 85 features a revised ignition program and new Keihin 
28mm carburettor with revised intake manifold 


MX 85 

M 

2T 

880 

6.5 

1 

$7350 

MX 125 

M 

2T 

960 

10 

1 

$9890 

MX 144 

M 

2T 

960 

10 

1 

$9999 

MX 250 

M 

2T 

960 

10 

P 

$10,399 

MX 250 Fi 

M 

4T 

950 

10 

1 

$11,990 

MX 300 

M 

2T 

960 

10 

P 

$10,599 

MX 450 Fi 

M 

4T 

950 

10 

P 

$12,890 

EN 125 

E 

2T 

960 

10 

1 

$10,499 

EN 144 (not ADR compliant) 

E 

2T 

960 

10 

1 

$10,699 

EN 250 

E 

2T 

960 

10 

P 

$11,499 

EN 250 Fi 

E 

4T 

950 

10 

1 

$13,090 

EN 300 

E 

2T 

960 

10 

P 

$11,899 

EN 450 Fi 

E 

4T 

950 

10 

P 

$13,790 

EN 530 Fi 

E 

4T 

950 

10 

P 

$13,499 

T Humph triumphmotorcycles.com.au 

(03) 9381 9765 



TIGER GDDXCx 



The 800 XCx takes over where the 2015 XC leaves off with an 
aluminium alloy bashplate, engine protection bars, centrestand 
and an extra 12V power outlet 


Tiger 800 

A 

4T 

850 

19 

1 

$13,890 

Tiger 800 XC 

A 

4T 

850 

19 

1 

$16,590 

Tiger 800 XCx 

A 

4T 

850 

19 

1 

$17,690 

Tiger 800 XR 

A 

4T 

820 

19 

1 

$15,090 

Tiger 800 XRx 

A 

4T 

820 

19 

1 

$16,590 

Tiger Explorer 

A 

4T 

837 

20 

1 

$20,490 

Tiger Explorer wire wheels 

A 

4T 

837 

20 

E 

$20,990 



Sherco and Yamaha two-stroke enduroes go head-to-head, P38 


Yamaha 


yamaha-motor.com.au (02) 9757 001 1 



WR450F 

The Yamaha WR450F has followed its 250cc brother down the 
YZ-F route with a reverse-head engine and frame based on the 
motocrosser but with all the bells, whistles and ADR compliance. 


PW50 

F 

2T 

485 

2 

B 

$1799 

TT-R50E 

F 

4T 

555 

3 

B 

$1999 

TT-R110E 

F 

4T 

670 

4 

B 

$3199 

TT-R125E 

F 

4T 

775 

6 

B 

$4099 

TT-R125LWE 

F 

4T 

775 

6 

1 

$4499 

TT-R230 

F 

4T 

870 

8 

B 

$5599 

WR250R 

A 

4T 

930 

8 

B 

$7999 

WR250F 

E 

4T 

965 

7.5 

1 

$11,999 

WR450F 

E 

4T 

960 

7.2 

1 

$12,999 

XT250 

F 

4T 

810 

10 

B 

$6299 

XT660Z Tenere 

A 

4T 

865 

23 

1 

$13,999 

XT1200Z Super Tenere 

A 

4T 

845 

23 

E 

$19,990 

Super Tenere Outback Edition 

A 

4T 

845 

23 

E 

$21,890 

Super Tenere Electric Suspension 

A 

4T 

845 

23 

E 

$21,999 

YZ85 

M 

2T 

864 

5 

1 

$6099 

YZ85LW 

M 

2T 

904 

5 

1 

$6399 

YZ125 

M 

2T 

973 

8 

1 

$8699 

YZ250 

M 

2T 

976 

8 

P 

$10,299 

YZ250X 

XC 

4T 

965 

6.4 

1 

$10,499 

YZ250XR (with lighting kit) 

XC 

4T 

965 

7.5 

1 

$10,999 

YZ250F 

M 

4T 

965 

6.4 

1 

$10,999 

YZ250FX 

XC 

4T 

965 

7.5 

1 

$11,499 

YZ250FXR (with lighting kit) 

XC 

4T 

965 

7.5 

1 

$11,999 

YZ450F 

M 

4T 

965 

6 

P 

$11,999 

YZ450FSE 

M 

4T 

965 

6 

P 

$12,199 


YCF 


www.ycf-motorcycles.com.au (07) 5520 2483 


YCF5DA 




The YCF 50A features an automatic ’box, four-stroke 50cc engine 
with electric start & adjustable throttle, a 550mm seat height, 
USD fork, CNC triple-clamps, disc brake & weighs just 42kg. 


YCF 50 A 

F 

4T 

550 

2.0 

B 

$1590 

YCF 50 A Factory 

F 

4T 

550 

2.0 

B 

$1890 

Start F88S 

F 

4T 

715 

3.8 

B 

$1740 

Start F88SE 

F 

4T 

655 

3.8 

B 

$1890 

Start FI 25S 

F 

4T 

765 

3.8 

B 

$1890 

Start FI 25SE 'Kids’ 

F 

4T 

720 

3.8 

B 

$1990 

Start FI 25SE 'Adult’ 

F 

4T 

765 

3.8 

B 

$1990 

Start FI 25 

F 

4T 

765 

3.8 

1 

$1890 

Pilot F88S 

F 

4T 

750 

3.8 

1 

$1940 

Pilot FI 25 

F 

4T 

790 

3.8 

1 

$2009 

Pilot FI 50 

F 

4T 

790 

3.8 

1 

$2390 

Factory SP1 FI 50 

M 

4T 

800 

3.8 

1 

$2940 

Factory SP2 FI 50 

M 

4T 

800 

3.8 

1 

$3390 

Factory SP3 FI 50 

M 

4T 

800 

3.8 

E 

$4690 

Factory SP3 FI 90 

M 

4T 

800 

3.8 

E 

$4990 

SM F125S 

SM 

4T 

765 

3.8 

B 

$2090 

SM FI 50 

SM 

4T 

790 

3.8 

1 

$2590 


f Don't forget, to keep up with all the latest from the world ofADB, 
check out our Facebdok page (facebook.com/ADBmag) and our 
Instagram feed . Get involved by commenting and 

sending in your own photos and videos. Be sure to tell your mates! 













Get all the 
latest news & 
reviews first 




The new site utilises the magazine’s resources from around 
the world to ensure the latest news, test reviews, race results and 
tech articles are available at the click of a mouse. 

Visit amcn.com.au and check it out! 
Subscribe to our newsletter, too! 


Be the first in the know with our digital version. 
Available on Apple, Android and Windows devices. 
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THE BACK END | THE CUTTING ROOM FLOOR 


T Ujo one is a long 
Hard the vJP kCS for 
the Husky ^ ^ 

retirement. " uS * , l 

are set to launch . a 
new enduro models in 
radical change to the 
might be one of them 


after becoming the first 
Australian to win Dakar. 

He will compete in the FIM 
Cross-Country Rallies 
Championship this year, but 
is also reportedly keen 
to continue his desert 
endeavours in Australia. So, 

there is a strong possibility 
Price will still race Finke an 
maybe even Hattah. 
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the CRFABoR to have a hydraulic 
control and electric start. 
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PROTECT 
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TOBY PRICE! 


Photos;' RafTy Zone Bauer / KTM Images 


CROSS 

POWER 


naiun uib 

CROSS 


POWER 


mi 


CROSS POWER 4T 


> 1 00% synthetic race developed & proven 
multi Ester and PAO technology. 

> Race developed and proven 
> Extreme temperature and shear stability 
> Optimised clutch and gearbox performance 
> Specific anti corrosive package for toughest 
off road applications 


SUPREME PROTECTION IN EXTREME CONDITIONS 







CHAIN 

CLEAN 


RACING 

MO) LIQUID 
POWER 


MOTD 

SHINE 


QUICK 

CLEANER 


IL : 


Chain Lube Off Road 

> Fully synthetic, wear-reducing 
chain lubricant, tested for X-ring and 
O-rings. Specially suited for 
Motocross, Enduro and Off-Road 
use. 


JOKER440 



m 


> 

LU 
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PF 3TECT 


cc 
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MOTO 

PROTECT 


J0KER440 


CHAIN 

CLEAN 


QUICK 

CLEANER 


MOTO 

SHINE 


AIR FILTER 
OIL 


Share the passion 11 0 ©motorexaus 


www.motorexoil.com.au 











WE BUILD A TRIP TO THE 
PODIUM INTO EVERY TYRE. 




OFFICIAL TYRE PARTNER 


64 trips to the top step of the Podium in the MX GP Championship and 
consecutive MX Nationals titles in Australia prove we build winning tyres. 

The Pirelli Scorpion MX range is no exception. Six tread patterns and 
compounds, built to dominate in all conditions. It’s the choice for 
professional and amateur riders who want podium performance out of 
every ride. 


FOLLOW PIRELLI MOTO AUS: 

f bsf 


LINK 

INTERNATIONAL 



160034 




